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Education ‘betrayal’ 


Campaigners are furious at government plans which they claim would 


weaken the rights of disabled children to receive special education. 


The Government is consulting 
‘on a new draft Code of Practice 
for Special Educational Needs 
(SEN)*. It suggests changes to 
the way statements are written 
by local education authorities 
(LEAs). 

Statements say what assis- 
tance a disabled child should get 
at school. The help can include 
individual teaching, help going 
to the toilet, equipment like a 
computer or speech therapy. 

The draft code proposes that 
money given to schools to cover 
statements need not be ear- 
marked for individual children. 

It drops the advice that pro- 
vision “should normally be 
specific, detailed and quanti- 
fied (in terms, for example, of 
hours of ancilliary or specialist 
support).” 

John Wright, chief executive 
of the Independent Panel for 
Special Education Advice, said: 
“This is a fundamental attack 


on the legal entitlement to spe- 
cial education provision. It is a 
disgraceful betrayal. 

“Tt is a green light for schools 
to spend money which they 
have received for provision for 
statemented children on some- 
thing else. It would bring goy- 
ernment guidance in line with 
the worst of existing practice.” 

Ann Tinklepaugh, an adviser 
at the Advisory Centre for 
Education (ACE), was also con- 
cerned that the proposal could 
mean an increase in vague state- 
ments which could result in a 
child’s provision being cut. 
“Some LEAs already write very 
vague statements and it causes 
huge problems for parents.” 

There are also proposals to 
alter the wording of the separate 
1994 Regulations on SEN** so 
the word “specify” becomes “set 
out” in terms of writing about 
provision. Wright claimed this 
would conflict with the 


Designed for pe 


- + Retractable Wheels 


Bakare Beds Ltd., 
Unit 8, Bell Park, Bell Close, 


Plympton, Plymouth PL7 4JH. 


01752 512222 


BakKare 


Info@bakare.co.uk 


Education Act of 1996 and lead 
to a High Court action. 

The groups also fear the pro- 
posals will stop tribunals forc- 
ing LEAs to rewrite statements 
after appeals. Wright claimed 
that, at present, 80 per cent of 
parent appeals are successful. 

A Department for Education 
and Employment spokesperson 
said it was not trying to weaken 
children’s rights, and state- 
ments would still have to set 
out a child’s provision in full. 

He said: “We are clear that 
where it is necessary to 
quantify provision, that should 
be done just as now.” 

Wright disputed government 
claims that the Disability Rights 
in Education Bill would help. 
*Tel: 0845 602 2260 (quote ref: 
0120/2000). 

Tel: 020 7925 6363. 
Consultations end 13 October. 
ACE can advise on how to 
respond, tel: 020 7354 8321. 
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Model women: Heather Mills and Helen Smith were joint winners 
of the Cosmopolitan magazine Woman of Achievement 2000 award 
in September. The two women, who are both amputees, were given 
the award for their disability campaigning. 


scottish charity bites the dust 


A leading Scottish disability 
charity has closed after govern- 
ment funding was withdrawn. 
The Scottish Executive with- 
drew funding of £192,000 from 
Disability Scotland after it 
learned that the charity had 
debts of £40,000. The charity 
provided advice to local access 
groups and the Government. 
Douglas Jackson of the 
Glasgow accountancy firm 
Moore Stephens, a court 
appointed administrator, said 
he was still looking at whether 


any services could continue. 
The problem had been finan- 
cial “mismanagement”, he said. 

The charity’s former boss, 
Bob Benson, who now heads 
the Disability Rights 
Commission in Scotland, 
would not comment. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Scottish Executive said: “We 
are in talks with other groups 
to save the services which the 
charity provided.” 

Meanwhile, the English dis- 
ability charity RADAR will 


decide on 3 October whether to 
fold or merge with another 
charity. Charities which have 
had merger talks with RADAR 
include. + Scope, 
Cheshire, the Disabled Living 
Foundation (DLF) and the 
Enham Trust, a Hampshire- 


Leonard 


based and 


provider which is seeking a 


care training 
higher national profile. 

The DLF has admitted that 
it might not be able to afford a 
merger, while Enham is confi- 
dent that it can. 


Big Brother boost for heart transplant fund 


Joanne Harris, 18, who has 
Down’s syndrome, is a step 
nearer a heart and lung trans- 
plant after Channel 4’s Big 
Brother winner Craig Phillips 
donated his £70,000 winnings 
to her operation fund. 

Joanne, from Shrewsbury 
(pictured with mum Marion), 
was born with a heart defect, 
but her family were told that 
children with Down’s syn- 


further £70,000 to Joanne’s 


drome are not high priori- 
ty for operations on the 
NHS. 

A Down’s Heart Group 
spokesperson said: “Craig 
has shown what many peo- 
ple feel about the discrimi- 
nation shown to people 
with Down’s syndrome.” 

Channel 4 has pledged a 


fund. She needs £250,000. 


2News 


Awear awards look set for roll-out 


A scheme designed to give dis- 
abled people information about 
high-street clothing stores with 
disability-friendly policies has 
successfully completed a pilot 
stage and is set to go national 
early next year. 

The 


scheme organised by clothing 


store accreditation 


charity awear aims to award a 
“kite-mark”-type accreditation 


é Vauxhall 
‘Zafira 


to clothing retailers offering 
good service, access and stock 
for disabled people. 

Each store will be assessed 
on facilities including the 
entrance, interior accessibility, 
changing rooms, access to dif- 
ferent floors, customer services 
and staff attitude. 

A successful pilot scheme 
with George Clothing in Asda 


stores has been completed, 
with 16 out of 20 outlets receiv- 
ing the accreditation. 

Julian Wing, clothing forum 
development officer at awear, 
said: “We are hoping to roll out 
the scheme to further George 
outlets and see if they can 
implement the changes our 
inspectors suggested. Then it 
will be promoted to other 


retailers and we will launch the 
scheme nationally early next 
year.” 

awear ts looking for disabled 
people with an interest in fash- 
ion and/or a background in 
“mystery shopping” and store 
auditing to be occasional awear 
inspectors. For more informa- 
tion, contact Julian Wing, tel: 
0115 9530439. 
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Zafira because its a good 


looking, modern car which 
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the pleasures of easy motoring call 
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your free Chairman information 
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News 3 


Fuel crisis hits hard 


A leading disabled member of 
the Labour Party has attacked 
the Government over its han- 
dling of the fuel crisis for dis- 
abled people. 

Ian Malcolm-Walker, co- 
chair of the Labour Party 
Disabled Members Group 
~(LPDMG), said that he had 
been unable to get information 
from a government helpline, its 
crisis website or social services 
about how disabled motorists 
were supposed to cope during 
the crisis. 

He said: “Nobody had a 
clue. It was absolutely appal- 
ine.” 

He revealed that there had 
already been discontent in 
~LPDMG at Labour’s perfor- 


mance since coming to office. 

“Some of LPDMG’s best 
people have left the Labour 
Party because of the general 
malaise of Blairism,” he said. 

Shirley Rayment, 67, of 
London, has mobility and back 
problems. She went for two 
weeks without filling up her car 
and was shocked that no local 
petrol stations gave priority to 
orange badge holders. 

She said: “My carer was told 
that unless I worked in a doc- 
tor’s surgery or a hospital I 
would not be a priority. I can’t 
use public transport without a 
lot of help.” 

Mr Malcolm-Walker said: 
“If it had gone on for another 
week there would have been 


mobility car users sitting 
marooned in their living 
rooms.” 

He added that, at his local 
supermarket, people queueing 
for petrol had deliberately pre- 
vented disabled people from 
getting into disabled parking 
spaces because they suspected 
them of trying to get petrol. 

Meanwhile, Central London 
Dial-a-Ride faced severe dis- 
ruptions and had to cancel 
trips. 

A government spokesperson 
said guidance on priority cus- 
tomers had been made deliber- 
ately flexible so they could be 
decided: at a, local. level. 
“Because of the speed we had 
to make some hard choices.” 


Twins put prejudice in spotlight | : 


The debate over the surgical 
separation of twins born joined 
at the abdomen has highlighted 
issues and prejudices facing dis- 
abled people, according to dis- 
ability groups. 

Judges were still debating 
whether to permit surgery 
which would result in the death 
of one of “conjoined” twins as 
DN went to press. Without 
surgery, the girls, known as 
Jodie and Mary, are both 
expected to die within months. 

Mary does not have lungs, a 
heart or an independent blood 
supply and has an underdevel- 
oped brain. Doctors have been 


Thousands 
back MS 
drug action 


A petition condemning the rec- 
ommendation that the multiple 
sclerosis (MS) treatment drug 
beta interferon should not be 
available on the NHS has been 
handed in to Downing Street. 

Hundreds of people deliv- 
ered the petition with over 
120,000 signatures in Septem- 
ber (see cover). 

The recommendation made 
by the National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence (NICE) is 
likely to be implemented by the 
Government. NICE is currently 
debating another MS drug, 
glatiramer acetate (see page 10). 

Sarah Phillips, MS Society 
chair, said: “The Government 
says medical treatments should 
be given on the basis of clinical 
need, not ability to pay. But 
NICE looks likely to give the 
thumbs down to drugs which 
can change the lives of people 
with MS without hearing from a 
single one of us.” 


oe 


quoted as saying Mary is 
growth” that should be 
removed for Jodie to live. Legal 
experts are unsure if killing one 
person to save another is 
against the law. 

The twins’ parents, who flew 
from their home in a rural 
Mediterranean country for the 
birth in a Manchester hospital, 
want both girls to be allowed to 
die. They have said that it is the 
“will of God” and they do not 
have the resources to raise a 
disabled child. 

Agnes Fletcher, head of com- 
munications at the charity 


RADAR, said: “This has enor- 
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mous relevance to disabled peo- 
ple. Some appalling, dehuman- 
ising language has been used to 
describe Mary. We’re talking 
about sacrificing one life for 
another and therefore breaking 
the principle that doctors 
should do no harm. This raises 
the question of quality of life 
issues being used to decide 
treatment.” 

Tom Shakespeare of the 
International Centre for Life 
said: “Bioethical problems like 
this are irresolvable. They 
depend on your personal opin- 
ions and religious or ethical 


beliefs.” 
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Sail away: The Jubilee Sailing joe s tall ship oo. took its 
maiden voyage from Southampton in September. The ship will 


provide holidays for disabled and non-disabled people. www jst.org.uk 


Capital plans for taxi scheme 


London Mayor Ken Livingston 
looks set to end unequal provi- 
sion of subsidised taxi journeys 
for disabled people in the capi- 
tal within a year. 

The Taxicard scheme allows 
disabled Londoners cheap taxi 
travel, but provision varies 
widely between boroughs. 

Mr Livingston said he 
expected Transport for London 
(TfL) would need to take over 
the scheme to give standard 
provision. 

While DN has learned that 
some boroughs might oppose 
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the plan, the move would meet 
one of the demands that have 
been made by the London 
Accessible Transport Alliance 
(LATA), which has also asked 
for more flexible bus services 
with greater assistance for pas- 
sengers, user involvement in 
planning and more disabled 
people employed within TfL. 
Bryan Heiser, LATA chair 
and TfL adviser, said: “ 
the Mayor’s 
which is to be in the public 
domain at the end of October, 


I expect 
transport strategy, 


will reflect our plan.” 
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STAIRLIFT, BATHLIFT, RISER ARMCHAIR, 
BED OR OTHER MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 


Call the 24 hour request line 


now on 0990 134130 
or write to 

Mobility Matters, 

Dept DN 1000, Freepost 


NHO170, Kettering, NN14 6BR. 


paying £100’s more for ely 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so 
you are less likely to get caught 
out. It’s free and it’s invaluable. 
You will be sent a copy from 
your closest distributor along 
with our popular advisory 
booklet for scooters and 
powerchairs which gives you the 
important questions to ask 
before committing yourself. 
Before you choose, read and 
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Wheelchair victory 


A three-year-old girl has won 
the right to be supplied with a 
powered wheelchair by her 
local health authority after a 
17-month battle. 
Natalie Brown, 
Cookham Dean, Berkshire, was 
arthrogryposis 
which means she is unable to 
walk. Her family were told by a 
US clinic that it was “critical” 
that she was independently 
mobile by 20 months, but East 
Berkshire Health Authority 
said it did not provide powered 


from 


born with 


wheelchairs to under-fives. 
Natalie’s father Chris Brown 
fought the decision, and in 
August East Berkshire agreed in 
principle to supply specialist 
equipment including new seats 


and a powered wheelchair. 

Chris Brown said: “Because 
we couldn’t wait my mother-in- 
law has bought a second+hand 
wheelchair, but now we know 
if anything happens to me or 
she needs another one the 
authority will pay for it. If you 
don’t get a child mobile by the 
age of four they get a condition 
called ‘learned helplessness’. 
Natalie is a twin so there’s a 
continual measure of one being 
able to walk and the other not. 

“We are particularly pleased 
as this might help other chil- 
dren in the same position.” 

At present national guide- 
lines for powered wheelchair 
provision leave decisions in the 
hands of local authorities. 


A spokesperson for children’s 
wheelchair charity Whizz-Kidz 
said: “In general they rarely 
provide powered chairs for 
under-tens because of NHS 
safety criteria. There is also a 
funding issue, because children 
grow and chairs have to be 
replaced more frequently.” 

A spokesperson for East 
Berkshire Health Authority 
said aie Natalieushasumbecn 
reassessed and does require a 
wheelchair. We will be picking 
up the costs of servicing and 
replacing her existing chair.” 
Whizz-Kidz is holding a confer- 
ence on 13-14 November in 
London. Tel: 020 7233 6600, e- 
mail: j.butler@whizz- 
kidz.org.uk 


es 
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Chair cheer: Chris Brown with three-year-old Natalie and her twin 


Acting on human rights 


People with learning disabilities 
who want sexual relationships 
and disabled people who are 
refused medical treatment 
could benefit from the Human 
Rights Act which becomes law 
on 2 October. 

The Act is based on the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights. The rights 
include the right to life, liberty, 
respect for private and family 
life and the right to marry. The 
Act might also help people 
forced to live in residential care 


against their will and could 
benefit people with Down’s syn- 
drome who are denied NHS 
heart transplants. 

Cases must currently be 
taken to the European Court of 
Human Rights if these rights 
are breached. Under the Act, 
people will be able to enforce 
them in UK courts. 

Disability law expert David 
Ruebain said: “The Act will 
have significant implications 
for disabled people. It may 
enhance their rights to indepen- 


dence and medical treatment, 
and to receive education in 
accordance with their wishes.” 
e The Disability Rights Com- 
mission has asked Education 
Secretary David Blunkett to 
consult about extending its 
remit to include health and 
social services. 

The British Institute for 
Human Rights will hold a con- 
ference on the Act on 2 
October and one on mental 
health and human rights on 9 
October. Tel: 020 7401 2712. 
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Daily products ‘inaccessible 


Disability groups have wel- 
comed a report which says dis- 
abled people’s needs should be 
considered when everyday 
products are being designed. 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI) report’, 
published in August, found that 
one in six disabled people are 
unable to use everyday products 
like jam jars and kettles. 

It found that many product 
designers do not take disabled 
people’s needs into account and 
that disabled people often 
develop “coping strategies” for 
everyday activities like opening 


food packaging and ironing 
These techniques could lead t 
them having more accidents i 
the home. 

Nick Pelling, executive direc 

tor of the Disabled Livin 
Foundation, said: “This report 
shows that mainstream prod 
ucts are not particularly acces 
sible, but they could be if peo 
ple thought about disabled peo 
ple at the design stage.” 
*A Study of the Difficultie 
Disabled People Have Whe: 
Using Everyday Consume 
Products, free from the DTI 
tel: 020 7215 5000. 


A life with long-lasting influenc 


Nick Pelling 
writes Lady 
Winifred 
Hamilton 
(left) died on 
10 September 
after a long 
; illness. 

She was a prodigious worker 
for disabled people, instrumen- 
tal in forming both the Disabled 
Living Foundation (DLF) and 
RADAR. From the DLF under 
her chairmanship also came the 
Continence Foundation, the 
Disabled Living Centres 


Council, the Partially Sighte 
Society and a host of othe 
organisations. 

Clothing and footwear, gat 
dening, music therapy, spor 
and physical recreation for dis 
abled people were also majo 
elements of her work and gav 
rise to a positive change of atti 
tude towards disabled people. 

Even in her last years Lad 
Hamilton was still extremel 
astute and knowledgeable o: 
disability issues and on th 
work of charities. Her wisdon 
will be greatly missed. 
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People in Wales with a hearing 
impairment who are unable to 
learn Welsh may be being dis- 
criminated against because of 
requirements for Welsh lan- 
guage skills in jobs and schools. 
Jobs in the principality have 
increasingly called for Welsh 
language skills since the intro- 
duction of the Welsh Language 
Act 1993, and Welsh is now 
compulsory in schools for all 
children up to the age of 16. 
Deaf groups in Wales say 
their members cannot apply for 
the large numbers of jobs 
which call for bilingual people. 


Study links 


Nearly half of those living in 
poverty have a disabled person 
in their household, a new 
report has found. 

The survey was based on 
questions to 1,543 people. It 
defined poverty as lacking two 
or more things which the gener- 
al public believe are necessities, 
including heating and a damp- 
free home. The report, Poverty 
and Social Exclusion in 
Britain*, was published by the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation. 

It found that 44 per cent of 
those in poverty lived in a 


Welsh worries 


According to the Disability 
Rights Commission (DRC), this 
form of discrimination is not 
covered under the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA). 

James Owen, from Swansea, 
who is deaf, has written to the 
National Assembly of Wales. 

“There is no doubt in my 
mind that deaf people in Wales 
are placed on an uneven play- 
ing field compared with deaf 
people in England,” he said. 
“The hurdles that they face are 
much greater because of the 
bilingualisation of Wales.” 

Lina Rohit, a legal officer at 


the DRC, said: “The DDA 1995 
at present only deals with 
issues of direct discrimination. 
It doesn’t contain any provi- 
sions for ‘indirect discrimina- 
tion’, which in my view is what 
this case relates to.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Welsh National Assembly said: 
“We have been speaking to 
Disability Wales and the DRC 
about this question. The 
assembly wishes to promote 
equality of opportunity and 
want to explore, with the help 
of other interested parties, any 
specific concerns raised.” 


disability and poverty 


household which had someone 
with a long-standing illness or 
disability. In addition, 24 per 
cent of children who lived in 
poverty had a disabled parent. 

One of the authors, Dr 
David Gordon, director of the 
Centre for International Poverty 
Research, said: “Disabled peo- 
ple, particularly younger ones 
and disabled people with chil- 
dren, are among the poorest of 
the poor.” 

Benefits were too low, Dr 
Gordon added, and poverty 
had increased. 


Royal support: Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal opened the new Ford information service for dis- 


The findings raise questions 
over the Government’s pledge 
that it will eradicate childhood 
poverty within a decade. 

Lorna Reith, chief executive 
of the Disability Alliance, said: 
“The Government should set a 
target for ending poverty 
among disabled people as it has 
done for children. They are not 
going to end child poverty if 
they do not tackle the problem 
of low incomes among disabled 
parents.” 

*£15.95, tel: 01904 430033, 
website: www.jrf.org.uk 


abled people, the Mobility and General Information Centre (MAGIC), at Swindon in September, when 
she met customer service adviser Barrie Taylor. He is one of 50 staff, 20 per cent of whom are disabled. 


Cash found for cannabis researchers 


Two projects aimed 
at researching 
the medical use 
of cannabis 
extracts have 
received £1m in 
funding from the 
Medical Research Council 
(MRC). 

Professor Roger Pertwee at 
the University of Aberdeen will 
lead a team which will look at 
chemicals called endocannabi- 


noids and receptors which 
occur naturally in the body to 
see how they affect blood flow. 

The team has been awarded 
£500,000. 

Professor Pertwee said: 
“Ultimately what we learn will 
provide information on the 
potential of cannabis as a use- 
ful health tool and its possible 
risks.” 

Meanwhile, the MRC has 
given £400,000 to a team at 


Hammersmith Hospital in 
London to assess the effect of 
cannabis on post-operative 
pain. 

Meanwhile, trials being 
undertaken by the company 
GW Pharmaceuticals are pro- 
ducing “encouraging early 
results”, according to a 
spokesperson. The trials, 
which began in April, are being 
carried out on disabled people 
who volunteered through DN. 


Doing the rounds: Zara Todd, 15, chair of Whizz-Kidz children’s 
board, took part in a fundraising event at the London Eye to raise 
£200,000 to buy 64 children’s wheelchairs. wivw.whizz-kidz.org.uk 


Care charge inequalities — RNIB 


People with visual impairments 
are paying widely varying 
amounts across the country for 
their community care, accord- 
ing to a new report from the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind (RNIB)... 

The report Highly Charged*, 
published in September, has 
revealed that a lack of national 
guidance on charging has led to 
a “postcode lottery”. Based on 
responses received from 118 
local authorities, it shows that 
some people are paying up to 50 
per cent more than others living 


less than a mile away. 

The RNIB is calling for 
increased funding to ensure 
that blind and partially sighted 
people receive adequate ser- 
vices. 

Mark Baker, RNIB research 
associate and the report’s 
author, said: “Blind and par- 
tially sighted people have the 
right to a secure and indepen- 
dent future, but the community 
care lottery condemns them to 
poverty and uncertainty.” 

*£5, RNIB customer services, 
tel: 0845 702 3153. 


Disability Rights Commission 


The Disability Rights Commission (DRC) 
is currently inviting comment and 
Opinion to guide its future strategy and 
objectives over the coming 3-5 years. 


Where should the DRC 
place its focus and emphasis? 


What should be the major 
objectives and activities of the DRC? 


Your input and comment is welcomed 
All interested parties wishing to 
contribute, should firstly obtain the 
“Strategy Briefing Document” 

- available free of charge and in 
alternative formats and languages. 


Telephone: 08457 622 633 
Textphne: 08457 622 644 
E-mail: enquiry@drc-gb.org 
Online: www.drc-gb.org 


Contributions must be received by Monday 13th November 


Change by advice, conciliation and legal enforcement 
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Implant evidenc 


Cochlear implants can improve 
the quality of life of deaf chil- 
dren and save £35,000 per 
child, a US study has found. 

The implants allow children 
to hear some sounds and aid 
speech development. 

The study appeared in the 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

Commenting on the finding, 
Dr Rajput Kaukab, consultant 
audiological physician at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital for 


Sick Children, said: “There is 
evidence in the US and 
Australia that they improve 
quality of life for the majority 
of people. Parents feel a child 
with a cochlear implant has a 
better chance in society and 
education and of getting a job.” 

Research was needed to 
assess whether this was true in 
the UK, she said. The hospital 
is now looking into it. 

But Stephen Rooney, head of 
public affairs at the British Deaf 


Association, warned that par- 
ents of children with implants 
were often told to encourage 
speech and suppressed sign lan- 
guage development. Children 
with implants should learn 
English and sign language. 
“Forcing deaf children to 
assimilate to what is often an 
alien hearing world can have 
disastrous consequences for 
them in terms of both their 
education and their emotional 
well-being,” he said. 


Lives at risk 


Disabled people’s lives are 
being put at risk because of 
inflexible services, a report has 
found. 

Bureaucratic Barriers to 
Normal Day-to-Day Living 
was published by the charity 
Muscle Power! 

Sue Maynard Campbell, one 
of the authors, said examples 
included restrictions on when 
people can go to the toilet which 
could lead to kidney infections. 

The report highlights inflexi- 
bility which forced someone to 
go to bed at 7pm because carers 
were available then. Applying 
for help can involve an excessive 
number of assessments. 

Ms Maynard Campbell said: 
“Disabled people’s lives are 
being over-complicated because 
of rules in getting vital support 
and equipment.” 

*£10, Muscle Power! PO Box 
5022; Derby DE21 2ZD: 


Going wild: Supporters of the Woodland Trust gathered at 
Hainault Forest, Essex, in September for the launch of Wild About 
Woods. The lottery-funded project will help make Britain’s ancient 
woodlands more accessible. wiww.wildaboutwoods.org.uk 


. ‘Do you want a better job, more pay or a new career? With 

an ICS course it’s easy to study at home for the skills and 

’ qualifications you need to impress employers and really get 

ahead. And ICS is the world’s largest, most experienced 

home study school with an outstanding record of success. 
For more information return the coupon or call today. 
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e Communication aid 


funding a ‘disgrace 


Almost half of young disabled 
people with communication 
difficulties have to find an aver- 
age £7,000 to buy an electronic 
communications aid, according 
to a Scope survey. 

Speak for Yourself*, pub- 
lished in September, condemned 
lack of government funding as a 
“national disgrace”. 

In the survey of more than 
300 electronic communication 
aid users, 47 per cent had had 
no state support in buying their 
aid despite being assessed as 
needing one. Nine out of ten 
said their aids were essential. 

James Ford, author of the 
report, said: “This equipment 


can make the difference 
between taking part in life or 
being excluded from every 
aspect of mainstream society.” 
A Department of Health 
spokesperson said: “We’ve 
acknowledged that standards in 
these services are variable and 
have been looking at what 
would be needed to bring all 
services up to the level of the 
best. There is a particular chal- 
lenge in understanding how 
many people might benefit 
from new technical solutions as 
they become available.” 
*£3 to users and individuals, 
£12.50 to professionals/organi- 
sations, tel: 020 7619 7341. 


Tories benefits proposal 


Benefits payments and health 
care provision for disabled peo- 
ple would be administered by a 
single state department under 
proposals in the Conservative 
Party’s pre-election manifesto. 

The proposal aims to get 
more Incapacity Benefit 
claimants back to work by 
breaking down the departmen- 
tal divisions currently faced by 
disabled people. 

The department would pur- 
chase physiotherapy, physical 
aids and medical treatments on 
behalf of disabled people. 

David Willetts, Shadow 
Social Security Secretary, said: 


IT’S BACK! 


the massive Universal 
used vehicle sale... 


eo? 
“A universal new way to 
enjoy your freedom” 


The new freedom 
range from universal. 


fotability’ 
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*This is a trademark of Motability: registered charitynumber 299745 used under licence 
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UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, 
Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 


Tel: 01484 400795 ° Fax: 01484 400796 
Website: www.unimob.co.uk 


vehicle conversions 


“We believe this new flexibility 
will help disabled people back 
into work and enable them to 
escape dependency on benefit.” 

Lorna Reith, chief executive 
of the Disability Alliance, said: 
“We don’t have the details yet, 
but it seems to make sense. We 
share the aim that people who 
are able to get back into work 
should have access to informa- 
tion from various sources.” 

The Conservatives also pro- 
pose extending the increased 
level of savings permitted to 
pensioners claiming Income 
Support to include disabled 
people. 


Deaf Awareness Week 
Deaf Awareness Week, 9-15 
October, organised by the 
British Deaf Association, will 
include sign language festivals 
and films. For more details, 
tel: 0870 458 2212, minicom: 
020 7588 3529. 


Jetski speed record 
Steve Cunningham from 
Banbury, who is blind, broke a 
world record when he hit 
66mph on a jetski off the coast 
of Dorset. 


Housing guide 

Housing for Independence - 
Disabled Women Informing 
Inclusive Design Principles and 
Policies is a new guide showing 
how housing design and 
processes can help support dis- 
abled women’s independence 
and lifestyle choices. £18 or £14 
for community organisations 
and charities, the Women’s 
Design Service, 52/54 Feather- 
stone Street, London EC1Y 
8RT, tel: 020 7490 5210. 
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Ethnic care concern 


Yider members of ethnic 
ninority groups do not receive 
he care they need, according to 
wo new repotts. 

A study from the Joseph 
Jowntree Foundation*, which 
juestioned 100 people in 
outh Yorkshire, London and 
slasgow, found that 97 per cent 
yf Chinese older people find it 
lifficult to use social services. 
They were also found to have 
nsufficient knowledge of social 
ind public services and poor 
nental and physical health. 

A separate report published 
n September by the Health of 
condoners Project** highlights 
nequalities in the health of 
Iderly members of ethnic 
ninorities in the capital. It 


found coronary heart disease 
rates were higher than average 
amongst South Asian older 
people and rates for stroke were 
high amongst older people 
from the Caribbean. 

A spokesperson for Help the 

Aged said: “Older members of 
ethnic communities can be 
sidelined for many reasons, 
including language barriers and 
poverty. As a result they are not 
able to access services that are 
viewed as standard.” 
e Groups representing older 
people are calling for an imme- 
diate government inquiry, fol- 
lowing a new survey*** 
found that younger people get 
better treatment on the NHS. 

The survey of 20 Scottish 


which 


hospitals by consultants found 
that a 70-year-old with the 
same injury as a 30-year-old is 
26 per cent less likely to be 
admitted to intensive care. 
*Chinese Older People: A Need 
for Social Inclusion in Two 
Communities, £10.95 (plus 
£2.50 p&p), The Policy Press, 
Marston Book Services, PO 
Box 269, Abingdon, Oxon 
OX 14 YN, tel: 01235 465500. 
‘Health of Ethnic Minority 
Elders in London — Respecting 
Diversity, tel: 020 7655 6778, 
website: www.elcha.co.uk/help 
**Geriatric Trauma: Evidence 
of Ageism by Dr Pat Grant, 


Glasgow West Infirmary, pub- 


lished in the journal Injury, vol 
31 no 7. 


Tra la for Treloars: Singers Kate Dimbley and Nicky Rickett (centre) 
and broadcaster Alastair Stewart were among guests at a fundrais- 
ing concert in aid of the Treloar School in Alton, Hampshire, at the 
Mansion House, City of London, in September. 


Remploy 
teams up with 
Shaw Trust 


The government employment 
scheme Remploy and the Shaw 
Trust have joined forces to pro- 
vide Best Value, a new service 
aimed at helping local authori- 
ties get disabled people into 
employment. 

The partnership will advise 
social services departments on 
meeting the Government’s 
Welfare to Work targets. 
Severely disabled people, peo- 
ple with learning difficulties 
and those on Incapacity Benefit 
are to be the focus. 

Ian Charlesworth, Shaw 
Trust managing director, said: 
“It’s a complete Best Value 
solution for hard-pressed 
health and local authorities. It 
opens the door to real career 
opportunities for thousands of 
severely disabled people.” 
www.remploy.co.uk 
www.shaw-trust.org.uk 
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Film may raise stigma 


Mental health charities have 
joined in criticism of the latest 
Jim Carrey film. 

The film Me, Myself and 
Irene was released by 20th 
Century Fox in the UK 
September. The central charac- 
ter is a policeman who has 
“advanced delusionary schizo- 
phrenia with narcissistic rage”. 

The National Schizophrenia 
Fellowship (NSF), Mind and 
theme Royals .College..af 
Psychiatrists (RCP) have criti- 
cised the film. 

The. RGP said. that-70jper 
cent of the public already 
wrongly believe all people with 
schizophrenia are violent, while 


nearly half of those with men- 
tal illness report harassment. 

A spokesman for the NSF 
said: “We think that it is an 
irresponsible film that plays on 
the worst public anxieties 
about people with mental 
health problems.” 

The groups fear it will 
increase the stigma of people 
with schizophrenia. 

But in a statement 20th 
Century Fox said: “Me, Myself 
and Irene is meant to be an 
entertainment. The film was 
never intended nor should it be 
reasonably construed to be a 
realistic presentation of any 
mental illness.” 


Companies web access let-down 


People with visual impairments 
are being excluded from shop- 
ping online because many web- 
sites are inaccessible, says a 
new report. 

The report*, published by 
the Royal National Institute for 
the Blind (RNIB) in September, 
found the websites of many 
leading companies still do not 
follow RNIB guidelines pub- 
lished in May. 

None of the 17 sites looked 
at, including Abbey National, 
Asda, Debenhams, Pizza Hut, 
the Post Office and WH Smith, 
met all of the RNIB’s five-point 
accessibility checklist. 

Companies have an obliga- 
tion under Part III of the 1995 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) to make 


adjustments” to ensure people 


“reasonable 


with disabilities are able to use 
their services. 

Julie Howell, RNIB’s cam- 
paigns officer for the internet, 
said: “We believe websites fall 
under the DDA when they pro- 
vide a service, but no cases have 
been brought yet. If anyone 
feels they have been discrimi- 
nated against they should get in 
touch with us.’ 

*Get The Message Online: 
Making Internet Shopping 
Blind and 
Partially Sighted People, £5, tel: 
0845 702 3153. 

e Contact a Family won the 
Charity Internet Site of the 
Year Award at the UK Charity 
Awards 2000. The fully accessi- 
ble site offers information for 


Accessible to 


families of disabled children. 
www.cafamily.org.uk 


Choose 


a Stannah 
Stairlift. 


Every inch a winner. 


- The new stairlifts 
from Stannah 
are the slimmest 
ever, making 
them perfect 
for narrower 
staircases. 


e New and reconditioned 
e Straight and curved staircases fitted 
e Full guarantee @ Fast, clean installation 


FREEPHONE 


O800 715 124 EXT. 345 


Stannah 
Stairlifts 


www.stannah.co.uk/stairlifts 


For further information write to: Stannah Stairlifts, 
Dept 345, FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


Trust Stannah to make things easier. 
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8 News review 


DN gives a round-up of some of the disability stories appearing in the media over the past few weeks 


Forces are out of step 


The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) is calling 
on the Government to employ 
disabled people in the armed 
forces. 

It wants disability discrimi- 
nation legislation to cover the 
forces in line with a recommen- 
dation made by the Disability 
Rights Task last 
December. 

The DRC points to Second 
World War fighter pilot and 
double amputee Douglas Bader 


Force 


and Admiral Nelson who was 


blind in one eye as examples of 


successful disabled people in 
the services. 

Caroline Gooding, special 
adviser to the DRC, said: “At 
the moment we are waiting for 
the Government to respond. 
We want the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) to 
be extended to the armed 
forces. It’s a long time since the 
Task Force report came out.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Defence (MOD) 
said: “The MOD position is 
entirely clear. Our exemption 
from the employment condi- 


tions of the DDA is founded on 
the unique requirements of 
military service. The armed 
forces’ position is always to 
maintain their operational 
effectiveness.” 

e A 16-year-old who passed 
physical and mental tests to 
join the Royal Engineers was 
then rejected because he had 
severe acne. 

Alan Redpath, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire, was 
told that camouflage cream and 
gas masks would make his con- 
dition worse. 


from 


Organ donor doubts 


Fewer organs may become 
available for transplant follow- 
ing fears that “brain-dead” 
patients can still feel pain. 

Increased blood pressure and 
heart rate seen in “brain-dead” 
donors when their organs are 
removed could represent dis- 
tress, according to an editorial 
in the journal of the Royal 
College of Anaesthetists in 
August. 

The journal proposed that 
anaesthetic should always be 
used when operating on organ 
donors. 

A spokesperson for the 
Department of Health said: 
“The certification of death 
while on life support following 


brain-stem testing leaves us in 
no doubt that a patient is dead. 
It would be a tragedy if misun- 
derstanding about current clini- 
cal practice led to a decrease of 
available organs for life-saving 
procedures.” 

John Evans, chairman of the 
British Organ Donor Society, 
said: “We are led to believe by 
neurologists who specialise in 
this area that these are reflex 
reactions not related to feeling 
pain. 

“We have already had one 
person tear up his donor card. 
There is a horrendous shortage 
of donors anyway and to lose 
any potential organ-giver is a 
great loss.” 


STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS! 


The British Council of Disabled People 
are organising a seminar on 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


(do disabled people have any?) 


| It’s informative! It’s interesting! It’s a need to know! 
So lets see you there! 


The seminars will be held in a town near you on 
29 November 2000 Derby 


31 January 2001 London 
28 March 2001 Carlisle 


Booking forms and a programme of guest speakers and 
events will follow at a later date. 


If you are interested and would like more information then 
please call either Vicki Spencer or Sandy Marshall at the 
BCODP offices in Derby 
tel: 01332 295551 
Minicom: 01332 295581 
Fax: 01332 295580 
E-mail: bcodp@bcodp.org.uk 


Payout for 
water workers 


Eight ex-water authority 
employees with the work-relat- 
ed condition vibration white 
finger have received shared 
compensation of £1.2m. 

The former North West 
Water workers from 
Merseyside had symptoms 
including loss of feeling, dimin- 
ished grip and constant pain in 
their fingers and hands after 
working with power tools. 

Compensation for the condi- 
tion caused by lack of blood 
supply to the hands became 
available last year. 

Brian Strutton, chief spokes- 

man on utilities for the GMB 
union, said: “Whilst the long- 
term effects will be there for the 
rest of their lives, I am delighted 
at this payout for our members 
and their families.” 
e An estimated 111,000 former 
British Coal employees are still 
awaiting payment for condi- 
tions like bronchitis related to 
breathing in coal dust. A £2bn 
settlement was agreed by the 
Government 18 months ago. 
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The new Aston ‘Easy-Lift’ 


e It folds up neatly — easy to store! 


e Eliminates back strain 


e Transfers from chair to 
wheelchair, to toilet, to bed. 


For details telephone Aston on 


01908 543812. 


Cleethorpes in Lincolnshire. 


Amputation refused again 


A surgeon who was banned 
from removing healthy limbs 
in an NHS hospital has now 
been rejected by a private hos- 
pital. 

Robert Smith was refused 
permission in August to oper- 
ate at Abbey Kings Park 
Hospital in Stirling, Scotland, 
on an American man with a 
body dysmorphic disorder 
which causes him to hate part 
of his body and wish for it to 
be cut off. 

Mr Smith has previously 
carried out below the knee 
surgery on two men with the 


Delivering the goods: Thirteen-year-old Adam Gray, who has been 
blind for nine years, uses a Braille map to do his paper round in’ 
PHIL CALLAGHAN/NEWS GROUP NEWSPAPERS 


disorder (DN, March). | 

Beth Martin, matron at 
Abbey Kings Park Hospital, 
said: “The hospital manage- 
ment felt it was inappropriate 
to carry out this type of proce- 
dure in the hospital. It should 
take place in a research-based 
department such as a university 
hospital.” 

She added that the issue had 
also been discussed by the 
hospital’s medical advisory 
committee. 

Gary Martin, director of the 
Limbless Association, refused 
to comment. 


Scottish website 
Alzheimer Scotland-Action on 
Dementia has launched a new 
website. The site has over 250 
pages of information and a 
database of dementia services 
in Scotland. 

www.alzscot.org 


Bilingual MS info 


The Multiple Sclerosis Society 
has launched an audio tape, 
Does Someone You Know 
Have MS?, in Hindi and 
English. Available free from the 
MS Society, MS National 
Centre, 372 Edgware Road, 
London NW2 6ND, tel: 
0808 800 8000. 
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News 9 


A new channel which will allow 
digital TV viewers to help a 
range of disability charities was 
launched in September. 

The Community Channel is 
the first TV charity channel in 
the UK. It will be on air 1pm- 
4pm weekdays on Sky Digital 


channel 655. In a world first, it 
_will also broadcast 24 hours a 


day on the website www.com- 
munitychannel.org 

The channel will show dis- 
ability charity films not seen 
before. 

Gerard Melling, managing 
director of the Community 
Channel, said: “Viewers will 
not just learn about charities — 


Check out the channel 


they will be able to interact 
with them. They can volunteer, 
join the charity or buy their 
products.” 

They will also be able to use 
teleshopping to buy or con- 
tribute towards products like 
wheelchairs for third parties. 

Among the first disability 
charities to have air time are 
the Guide Dogs for the 
Blind Association, John 
Grooms, the Muscular 
Dystrophy Campaign and 
Scope. 

Charities will have to restrict 
campaigns to humanitarian 
issues rather than overtly politi- 
cal campaigns. 


Hope for RNIB school 


A charity school for severely 
disabled children in Southport 
has won a reprieve after parents 
campaigned to keep it open. 

The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind (RNIB) has decid- 
ed to defer a decision about 
closing Sunshine House School 
until March 2001 so that it can 
see if the school could also be 
used as a respite and family ser- 
vices centre. 

Kate Murry, of Clitheroe, 
whose daughter Pema, five, is 
visually impaired and has cere- 
bral palsy and epilepsy, said no 
other school in the area could 
meet her daughter’s needs. 


She said: “In the two years 
she has been there it has made 
a huge difference to her and it 
has kept the family together. 

“It is difficult for the school, 
staff and parents having a ques- 
tion mark over its future. | 
don’t think we can allow the 
RNIB to carry this out without 
being very vigilant.” 

The charity had drawn up 
plans to close the school in 
20035 that 
authorities sending children 
there, Lancashire County 
Council and Sefton Council, 
had indicated that they were 


claiming two 


unlikely to send children there 


in the future. Sefton Council 
confirmed that it preferred to 
educate children at its own 
schools. 

But a spokesperson for 
Lancashire, which has eight 
children at the school, said: 
“The local education authority 
considers this school is best 
placed to cope with these chil- 
dren’s needs and that is why we 
have placed the children there. 

“We are looking at special 
educational needs provision and 
this might have an impact on 
the school, but the decision has 
not been made and the place- 
ment policy has not changed.” 


Crossword champ 

The winner of the £100 
Leonard Cheshire crossword 
competition in July’s DN was 


Jukes of 
Sunderland. Margaret says she 
will put the money towards a 
holiday in sunny Florida. 


Font-tastic 

The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind (RNIB) has 
designed a new range of fonts 
caller Tiresias. There are three 
fonts in the Tiresias range, 
PCfont, Infofont and Signfont, 
designed to make it easier to 
read text on computer screens, 
cash points and signs in public 
places like railway stations. For 
more information, contact the 
RNIB Scientific Research Unit, 
224 Great Portland Street, 
London WIN 6AA. 


Access register online 
The National Register of 
Access Consultants, a project 
organised by the Centre for 
Accessible Environments, has 
gone online. The new site will 
allow users to find a consultant 
or buildings auditor specific to 
their needs. Visit the site at 
www.nrac.org.uk 


Scottish sleep help 
Sleep Scotland has launched a 
new night-time phoneline for 
parents of disabled children 
with severe sleeping problems. 
The service aims to provide 
support and advice for parents 
between 11pm and Sam. Tel: 
0845 603 1212. 


Give freely 

Visitors to the shopping web- 
site free2give will be helping 
charities while they buy. The 
site has 38 charity partners, 
including Scope and Sense, and 
free2give makes a donation to a 
visitor’s chosen charity when 
they buy products including 
books, clothes and flowers. 
Visit www.free2give.co.uk 


Pua 
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Kick-off: Youngsters Christine Snell and Lee Heasnan and TV 
football presenter Gabby Yorath attended the launch of the 
Interoute Cup, a soccer competition for hundreds of special needs 
schools throughout the UK. The competition begins in November. 
For more information, visit the website www.interoute.co.uk 


Home, smart home 


A house which could remind 
elderly people to turn gas rings 
off will be tested soon. 

A team from Brunel 
University led by Professor 
Heinz Wolff (right) is to try it 
out on volunteers later this year. 

Known as the Millennium 
Home, the smart house has a 
computer linked to sensors 
which detect whether gas or 
water taps have been left on, 
doors have been locked and the 
house occupant is in bed. 

The house can tell the occu- 
pant to check whether the gas 
is still on or emit the smell of 
toast to prompt them to get up. 

It can call for help from vol- 
unteers over the telephone if 
there is no response when it 
detects danger or if the occu- 


pants: das 
not got out 
of bed. 

The aim 
igs tO pro- 
duce alkit 
which can 
be installed 
in new or existing houses to 
help elderly people continue to 
live in the community. 

Speech recognition will 


allow you to tell the house to 
mind its own business if you 
fancy a lie-in, Professor Wolff 
told DN. 

He said privacy would be > 
retained. “It will not broadcast 
every time somebody goes 
to the loo. No message will 
leave the home except a call 
for help.” 


1 CLIFTON ROAD 
HALESOWEN 
West MIDLANDS 
B62 9HB 


Name: 


Post code: 


JW 2 LTD 


TEL: 0121 561 1015 Fax: 0121 602 2889 
E-MAIL: mailbox@ability2.fsbusiness.co.uk 
MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY COMFORT WHEELCHAIRS 


Canad 


All you will ever need from a wheelchair, 
guaranteed. 


a ie | 


[_] Please send me a full information pack : 


[_] Please call me to arrange a free home demonstration | 
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Telephone No.: 
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¢ Extreme comfort 
¢ Excellent posture support 
* Power driven/Self-propelling 
* Tilt ’n space powered 
or manual 
* Fully reclining back rest 
* Elevating leg rests 
* Paediatric and adult sizes 
* Built in pressure relief 
* Tailored to your 
requirements 
* Full range of adaptations 
* Pommel, thoracic support 
headrests 
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10 Health news 


Asthma drug hop 


A new treatment for asthma 
which appears to have no side- 
effects could be given clinical 
trials within a year. 

A team led by Professor Tim 
Williams of the Imperial 
College School of Medicine 
believes asthma may be trig- 
gered by the body mistaking 
airborne allergens like pollen 
for parasitic worms which can 
live in the lung. 

The team, funded by the 
National Asthma Campaign, 
has collaborated with the com- 


pany UCB Pharma to produce a 
drug which stops white blood 
cells called eosinophils from 
accumulating in the lung. These 
would attack the worm but 
damage the lung instead. 

Professor Williams said: “We 
hope it will prevent damage to 
the lungs which occurs because 
of the accumulation of these 
white cells. It would be an 
alternative to using steroids, 
which can cause brittle bones 
and thin skin.” 

He outlined the findings at 


the British Association Festival 
of Science in September. 

@ People with heart disease and 
cancer are set to benefit from 
research into the body clock at 
Imperial College, the festival 
was also told. 

Professor Russell Foster said: 
“If we stop thinking about 
physiology as a constant and 
treat it as a continually chang- 
ing cycle we can begin to treat 
heart disease and cancer much 
more effectively by timing drug 
delivery.” 


Positive painting: People with Parkinson’s disease are benefiting from an art therapy class set up by the 
Parkinson’s Disease Society (PDS) in Shrewsbury. Those taking part, like husband and wife Di and Fred 
Jones (above), are helped to relax, which aids breathing. The first project of its kind in the UK, the art 
class also improves social skills and helps reduce anxiety. PDS helpline, tel: 0808 800 0303. 


...Now you too can enjoy Jersey : 
with carefree holidays for the . 


Contact us now for a brochure: 


Website: www.2000net.com/mal 


Maison des Landes is a charitable Trust funded by the Lions Club of Jersey and a 
holiday hotel catering exclusively for disabled guests and their families or escorts, 
in accommodation which has been specially designed to meet their needs. 


Families and Groups welcome Heated indoor poo! with ramps, etc. 
En-suite facilities * Extensive Gardens with magnificent views * Free Island Tours 
Full in-hotel entertainment programme 


Maison des Landes Hotel, St. Quen, Jersey, Channel Islands JE3 2AA 
Tel: 01534 481683 Fax: 01534 485327 
E-mail: maisonlandes @ localdial.com 


e Worms shed light on 


age-related disease 


Scientists have managed to 
prolong the lives of micro- 
scopic worms, leading to hopes 
of preventing Alzheimer’s and 
Parkinson’s disease. 

Nemetode worms usually 
live for a couple of days, but 
researchers based at 
Manchester University man- 
aged to keep them alive for an 
average of 45 per cent longer 
than usual. One of the worms 
lived for 120 per cent longer, 
i.e. over four days. 

The scientists gave drugs 
called EUK-8 and EUK-134 to 
the worms. These drugs com- 
bat oxygen radicals which are 
thought to cause Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s disease, motor 
neurone disease and strokes. 

Dr Gordon Lithgow of the 
School of Biological Sciences 


New Ms drug in UK soon 


The fastest growing treatment 
for multiple sclerosis (MS) in 
the United States has been 
licensed in Britain and will be 
available later this year. 

Glatiramer acetate, which is 
produced by the drug company 
Teva, helps reduce relapses 
in people with relapsing 
and remitting MS, the most 
common form of the condi- 
tion. The drug works in a 
different way to the beta inter- 
feron class of drugs. 

In tests on 208 people in the 


said that scientists do not really 
understand the ageing process 
and he hoped the research 
could shed light on this. : 

He added: “The drugs seem 
to directly counteract ageing in 
this species. They may have 
uses in age-related disease.” 

The research was funded by 
the charity Research into 
Ageing. 

Elizabeth Mills, the charity’s 
director, said: “The hope is that. 
in the future we may be able to 
design drugs that prevent or 
postpone age-related diseases. 
The focus is on preventing 
disease in old age, not on 
extending life for its own sake. 
This is about making the years. 
that are available to us as 
healthy, active and independent 
as possible.” 


USA 25 per cent of patients 
remained relapse free for six 
years. And 60 per cent of the 
group are experiencing relapses 
only every four years. 

Peter Cardy, chief executive 
of the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society, said: “Relapses can be. 
profoundly disabling. This 
particular drug is already used 
extensively in the USA and 
could offer greater choices for 
treatment in the UK.” 

There are 85,000 people with 
MS in the UK. 


UNIQUE 


. .. Because as the national college for 
disabled students we also welcome 
people who are not disabled... 
because at Hereward all students enjoy 
equal access to a broad range of 
academic and vocational courses... 
because individual students need an 
individual approach. 


At Hereward we unlock everyone's 
unique potential by providing 
residential enabling and medical 
services, in an accessible and supportive 


environment. 


To find out more, arrange a visit or to 
discuss your hopes for the future, 
contact: Admissions, Hereward College, 
Bramston Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, 
Coventry CV4 9SW. Tel: 024 7646 1231. 
Fax: 024 7669 4305. 

Minicom facility available. 


Visit our Website on: 
www.hereward.ac.uk 


Hereward College 

exists to provide 

education and training to its 
community of customers. 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
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HEREWARD COLLEGE ... OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERYONE 
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Powerchairs promise you: 

e A caring service from a family 
run business. 

e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

e Up to 8mph for road use. 

e Free home assessments. 

e Free 12 months insurance on 
new models. 

e No VAT. 

e No driving license required. 

e Low deposit finance available 


on request. 
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Lol Lee 


e We stock machines that carry up 
to 32 stone and can go from 
10-35 miles on one charge 

e Automatic battery charge 
included. 


e All major credit cards accepted. 


We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in : 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. |_ 


Part exchanges welcome. 


PowerchairS 


Est 1982 
MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 
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12 News focus 


Make job access your 


A new report has found an astonishing 
lack of knowledge about help available to 
businesses employing disabled people. 


Rod Hermeston investigates 


When Adam Thomas was 
injured in a road accident in 
1981 his life was bound to 
change. 

And so was his job. Adam, a 
wheelchair user, worked as a 
kitchen designer for a small 
firm called Design Matters. 
The good news is that he is still 
there because his boss made 
changes which allowed him to 
stay in his job. 

Adam, 36, of Amersham in 
Berkshire, says: “My employer 
made the showroom accessible 
and changed the working 
relationship so'that I became 
more office based and did more 
design work.” 

But the bad news is that not 
all small firms are so good at 


‘These employers 

need to wake up to the 
implications of the 

DDA. If they have a 
negative attitude it will 
cause problems for them 
in the future’ 


employing disabled people. A 
report just released by national 
disability charity RADAR, Jobs 
Worth: Disability in Small 
Businesses, shows that a stag- 


BHTA Wheelchair 
Distributors 


We worry about standards so 
you don’t have to. 


BHTA is a trade association 
which includes a wheelchair 
distributors section. Our 
nationwide membership 
network has over 100 local 
outlets selling and repairing 
powerchairs and scooters. 


= | They do it well and they do it 
| ethically. 

| They have high standards. 
The Association makes sure. 


The first step to trouble free 
independence is to contact us 4 
for a list of our members. 


01732 458868 


If it hasn’t got the mark behind it, you won’t have us behind you. 
BHTA, | Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LZ 


gering 95 per cent of small to 
medium-sized employers have 
limited or no knowledge of 
Access to Work (AtW), the 
Employment Service (ES) 
scheme which supplies equip- 
ment to help disabled people 
do their jobs. And 79 per cent 
have no knowledge of the 
ES disability service teams 
(DSTs) which manage AtW and 
are the main provider of help 
for employers. 

- These results are disturbing 
because half of all jobs in the 
country are provided by busi- 
nesses which employ fewer 
than 500 staff. 

Fifty firms responded to 
RADAR’s telephone survey, 
while the other 150 contacted 
said disability issues were not 
relevant to them and refused to 
take part. A wider postal sur- 
vey of 1,200 firms got a six per 
cent response rate. 

And yet the employment 
section of the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) 
applies to firms with more than 
15 staff. 

For Liz Daone, campaigns 
manager at Scope, this is wor- 
rying. She says: “These employ- 
ers need to wake up to the 
implications of the DDA and 
make sure they are prepared to 
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talk and listen. If they have a 
negative attitude it will cause 
problems for them in the 
future.” 

Of the firms that responded, 
25 per cent said that physical 
access was the greatest barrier 
to employing a disabled person, 
wrongly believing that the 
majority of disabled people 
were wheelchair users.’ 

Other concerns mentioned 
were time off work due to ill- 
ness and the cost of making 
adaptations. 

Many of these worries are 
unfounded, says RADAR, and 
the disability employment 
advisers (DEAs) within the 
DSTs really need to get this 
message across. 

RADAR employment officer 
Nick Goss says: “The main 
finding of the report is that 
information and advice about 
employing disabled people 
is not getting through to small 
businesses.” 

Former chair of the National 
Disability Council David 
Grayson, who is prominent 
within the Government’s 
Business Links service which 
helps small business, says: “It 
is notoriously difficult to reach 
the 1.2 million small firms 
with information. Unless some- 
thing is directly relevant to 
them they will not read it.” 

Employers also said DEAs 
did not understand the culture 
within small business, and they 
found it can take a long time to 
get information and equip- 
ment. Time is something small 
firms don’t always have, says 


Nick Goss. 


Firm commitment: Adam Thomas’ employers made changes so he could stay in his job 


“When small businesses are 
recruiting disabled people they 
need them in place with the 
right support very quickly and 
the system is not geared up for 
that,” he says. 

This affects job retention as 
well as recruitment, he adds. 

So what is the answer? The 
Government’s new Small 
Business Service and the ES 
should set up a network of 
small business advisers with 
knowledge of both business 
and disability employment and 
they should promote peer sup- 
port among small business to 
share good practice, says the 
report. It also calls for DEAs to 
be given training in the needs of 
small business. 

Information about AtW and 
DSTs should be available from 
mainstream sources. When the 
Disabled Person’s Tax Credit 
was treated in this way there 
was higher awareness, the 
report says. 

There also needs to be effec- 
tive internet-based information 
about employing disabled peo- 
ple and AtW, which does not 
have a website at the moment. 

Stephen Alambritis, parlia- 
mentary adviser at the 
Federation of Small Businesses, 
which backed the report, says 
small firms are willing to 
make changes but adds: “The 
Government could help small 
business by ensuring that any 
expense incurred through mak- 
ing alterations under the DDA 
qualified for a grant or tax 
rebate.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Department for Education and 


Employment told DN that the | 
ES spent £300,000 promoting | 
disability services last year. And | 
in 1998 half of employees | 


applying for AtW worked for 


small to medium-sized organi- | 


sations. 

The scheme helped 13,000 
people in 1997-8 but assisted 
21,000 in 1999-2000. So uptake 
of AtW is increasing. 


The ES has started training 


DEAs in working with busi- 


‘It is not going to hurt 
employing a disabled 
person — itis a 

positive thing. And there 
is help out there at 
minimum cost’ 


nesses and it is going to add 
more information about dis- 
ability services, including AtW, 
to its website. 

Make no mistake: when 
assistance is there it makes a 
real difference. 

Three years ago Design 
Matters had help from AtW to 
adapt its building for Adam 
Thomas. Now he is co-director 
of its sister company Access 
Matters, designing accessible 
kitchens. The company was set 
up as a direct result of Adam’s 
experience as a disabled person. 

So perhaps he deserves the 
final word. “It is not going to 
hurt employing a disabled per- 
son — it is a positive thing. And 
there is help out there at mini- 
mum cost. Employers should 
know about it.” 
www.employmentservice.gov.uk 
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Campaign 13 


oin D 


We need your help 
in our campaign to 
make winter fuel 

payments available 


to disabled people 
_ under 60 


-hen Bert Massie, 
now chair of the 
Disability Rights 


- Commission, first came to 


London in the late seventies, he 
couldn’t afford to heat his 
home properly. 

As someone who had had 
polio and used a wheelchair, he 
was often painfully cold, he 
says, cold to the bone. Blankets 


» around his legs didn’t help and 


a heavy overcoat weighed him 
down so he couldn’t move. The 


- only way to generate heat was 
to have a hot bath or put his 


feet in warm water. 
Luckily, he got pay rises. 


“ “When cold weather came I| 


could afford heating and not 
panic over the bill. A great 
anxiety had been taken way.” 

Lynda Sisson, 50, from 
Nottingham, is one of the 2.6m 
disabled people of working age 
who are unemployed. 

She receives higher rate 
Disability Living Allowance 
and recently she and her 
husband applied for Income 


- Support because he is now her 
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NAME 


full-time carer. 

“T feel the cold both from 
lack of mobility and poor 
circulation due to the 
condition (Stills disease) ,” 
she says. “This means frequent 
hot baths which pump up 
the bills.” 


A new report from the 


Joseph Rowntree Foundation 


finds that 61 per cent of 
disabled or long-term sick 
people in households where no 
one has paid work are poor, 
and that damp, inadequately 
heated homes are a key 
measure of poverty. Ninety per 
cent of the population think a 
dry, warm home is a necessity. 
Lynda thinks she should 


receive the Government’s 


he new Euroflex Compact electric wheelchair puts 
you in charge wherever you want to go. Built ona 
firm chassis, and with a low ground to seat height, 
it is ideally suited in allowing you the freedom to 
get out and about, even over rough or uneven 
ground. Powered seat lift adjustment is standard, 
and a choice of seats with optional powered tilt, 
recline and footrest elevation ensure tailor made 
comfort. A compact base and front wheel drive 
will help you to manoeuvre in your home as well. 


ADDRESS 


winter fuel payment of £150. 
“My needs are little different 
from those of the elderly who 
get it at present, many of whom 
probably don’t need it.” 

“Based on what our readers 
have told us, DN urges the 
Government to extend winter 
fuel payments to disabled 
people under 60,” says editor 
Mary Wilkinson. 

Support for the campaign 
has come from the Disability 
Rights Commission, peers, 
MPs and charities. 

Lord (Jack) Ashley, chair of 
the influential All Party 
Disablement Group, said: “I’m 
surprised the Government has 
not provided disabled people 
under 60 with a winter fuel 


Independent 


| Living 


For full details of the Euroflex Compact, and other 
products return the completed coupon or 


call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


RAINBOW REHAB : FREEPOST 
THE COACH HOUSE : 134 PUREWELL 
CHRISTCHURCH - DORSET BH23 1BR 


POSTCODE. 2 a DAYTIME TEL NOS 


N’s warm homes campaign 


payment. Many people require 
the extra money because 
without it they will suffer this 
winter. I hope the Government 
acts now rather than face mass 
protest later on.” 

Last year the British Polio 
Fellowship gave nearly £30,000 
worth of heating grants to 733 
of its members. Chief executive 
Andrew Kemp says: “The 


‘The Government 
accepts extra heating 
costs incurred by 
elderly people. Yet 
many people with 
disabilities have severe 
cold intolerance 

and do not receive state 
support. This cannot 

be fair’ 


Government accepts extra 
heating costs incurred by 
elderly people and extra care, 
mobility or incapacity costs 
incurred by disabled people 
and provides support. Yet 
many people with disabilities 
have severe cold intolerance 
and do not receive state 


support. This cannot be fair.” 

DN thinks about one million 
disabled people would be 
eligible for the payment — those 
getting the middle/higher rate 
of the Disability Living 
Allowance care component or 
the higher rate of the mobility 
component. 

The maximum cost could be 
£150m, but DN believes it will 
be closer to £100m. Tory 
disability spokesperson Tim 
Boswell MP will put down a 
parliamentary question about 
this in the next session. 

The groundswell of support 
for change is growing. Over 
1,200 people in the UK have 
signed a petition organised by 
the Kilmarnock Forum on 
Disability. 

If you want to join the 
campaign, please fill in the 
form below or, better still, 
take copies and pass them 
around to everyone you know 
who should be warm this 
winter. The deadline for 
replies is 10 November and 
postage is free. 

The bigger the response, the 
more likely we are to influence 
the Government. 
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! Send this form to DN, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR. 4 
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14 Profile 


Francesca Martinez 
is hot stuff on the 
stand-up comedy 
circuit at the 
moment. Sally 
Brown went to 

meet her 


ftér years of being the 
brunt of the joke 
‘\ another disabled person 
is finally standing up and 
cracking the funnies. 
After winning the Daily 

Telegraph Open Mic Award at 
the Edinburgh Festival in 


‘People find it an 
eye-opener because 

| deal with it head-on 
and the fact that | pair 
disability and humour 
together’ 


August, stand-up comedienne 


Francesca Martinez is seriously 


hot property. 

Taking time out of a 
whirlwind of interviews and 
radio appearances, 22-year-old 
Francesca agreed to talk DN in 
a smart west London 
restaurant. Slim, attractive and 
already exuding star quality, 
Francesca certainly has plenty 
to say. 

“Tt all went crazy after 
Edinburgh,” she admits. “My 
act really struck a chord 
somewhere. I think it’s because 
Pm a woman with cerebral 


Getting the last laugh 


palsy (CP) who speaks openly 
and honestly. People find that 
an eye-opener because I deal 
with it head-on and the fact 
that I pair disability and 
humour together.” 

Francesca’s act draws heavily 
on her disability. There’s the 
line about trying to find a 
boyfriend who would trust her 
to cut his hair and then there’s: 
“T bumped into someone at a 
party the other night — doesn’t 
red wine stain!” 

However, Francesca is keen 
to stress her individuality 
rather than her membership of 
the group “disabled people”. 
Her past as a pupil ata 
mainstream school in west 
London, successful actor in 
TV’s Grange Hill and model 
has all helped shape a view of 
the world based on a strong 
sense of self and a tendency to 
avoid the “herd” mentality. 

“Pm not talking about an 
issue — I’m just talking about 
my life,” she says. “Society’s 
ignorance does tend to lump 
disabled people together when, 
in fact, we’re all individuals. It’s 
as bad as saying ‘people who 
can’t dance should be called the 
Can’t Dance People’. Most 
disabled people I know would 
agree that they want to be seen 
as individuals. 


“Disability is not like any 
other minority group because it 


| issues for the price ONO save overntasol 


Joker: Francesca Martinez is still waiting for her first serious heckle 


spans all races and genders, 
and anyone can become 
disabled at any time. People 
shouldn’t always marginalise 
and assume ‘they all think the 
same’. I have no knowledge, for 
example, of what it’s like to 
have restricted growth.” 

But Francesca is happy if her 
success means she is a role 


Did you know that if you take out a subscription to Disability Now, you only pay for 10 
issues, receiving a further two for FREE. Simply complete the coupon below and 
send with your payment to our Freepost address. 


| Or if you receive any of the means-tested benefits listed below, you are entitled to a 
| subscription to DN for FREE — just send us proof of your entitlement. 


Don’t forget — you can pay by credit card. Either fill in your card details below or call 
| our hotline number given above. 


model to young disabled people 
and helps address some of 
society’s prejudice. 

“If I inspire someone, that’s 
wonderful. But I hope I inspire 
them because I’m following my 
dreams, not because I’ve got 
CP,” she says. 

Following her dreams has 
always been important for 
Francesca, who grew up ina 
loving, supportive family in 
west London, her father a 
Spanish-born film writer. She 
describes her parents and 16- 
year-old brother Raoul as “my 
blessing in life” and it is clear 
where much of her confidence 
and self-belief come from. 

Her career received a kick- 
start when a newspaper ad led 
to a five-year run on Grange 
Hill. It was only a year ago that 
Francesca turned to stand-up 


JAMES FRASERITHE DAILY TELEGRAPH 


comedy in an attempt toland | 
the lead role in a film her father) 
| 


“T joined a comedy 
workshop and got a five-minute, 
act together. Everyone fell 


1 


was writing. | : 


about laughing. It was an | 
amazing moment, I was totally | 
hooked the second I did it. This’ 


was what I was born to do.” 


men’s clubs and other venues. 
As one of the few women in 
what is still a male-dominated 
field she has faced audiences 
not known for their tolerance 
and broad-mindedness. 

“Even if I never mention the 
fact that I have CP, just 


} 
the usual smoke-filled working | 


stepping on a stage is | 
wonderful and challenging, |, 


because people are not 
expecting it and it’s straight 


away making people face some | 
of their prejudices,” she says. | 


According to her father Alex | 
she has, without exception, 
finished her set with the 
audience eating out of her 
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‘People are scared to 
heckle me. Maybe 
I’ll have succeeded 
when I get booed 

off stage’ 
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hand. So much so that 


Francesca is still waiting for her | 


first serious heckle. 
“People are scared to heckle 


me. If I got well known perhaps 


they would. Maybe that’s a 


measure of my success — maybe | 


I'll have succeeded when I’ve 
broken down so many barriers 
I get booed off stage.” 


Francesca Martinez has such | 


warmth, talent and self-belief 
that surely that day will come. 
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Bekker Kangoo 


Bekker Kangoo 


Driving the long distance to care centre, as 
HUI 


iM well as your daily runs can be a punishment 
The Bekker Kangoo Ideal for you and your partner, utilising the on your resources. The quiet 1.9 diesel engine 


maximum space available for your electric of the Marathon can ease the pain. 


has been approved 


wheelchair or scooter. * * 
by the VCA and has £9,995°° £11,828 


Based on the Kangoo 1.2 RN LHD seating 2+wheelchair passenger. Based on the Kangoo 1.9D RN, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. 


received the prestigious 
Accord Technique’ from Beclormen 
Renault SA, France. 
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oo Sprint Bekker Kangoo Execut: 
= Pp g 


ility. family 
The Bekker Kangoo, How is it possible to get all that shopping, the — If you want the luxury and equipment of an 
your economic choice wheelchair or the pram into one car, as well expensive car, but do not want to pay the 
: as the family without buying a bus? With the _ price, the Executive is for you. All the major 
for versatile and Bekker Kangoo Sprint you can. function controls are at finger tips’ length. 
independent mobility. ef 0,990 11.938: 
Based on the Kangoo 1.4 RN, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. Based on the Kangoo 1.4 RXE, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. 


Optional Extras + Electro-hydraulic kneeling system with 12” folding ramp £798 * Automatic gearbox £998 
* Alloy wheels £327 ¢ Air conditioning £887 * ABS £339 + Hand controls £235 * Steering knob £21 * Easy hand brake £45 
Delivery charges and number plates £340. For non-disabled application VAT and Road Tax. 


Immovable Mobility The Bekker Chrysler CareVan Add freedom to your wheelchair 
The revolutionary Bekker Tie-down | in. ultimate in Prices The Flying Dutchman 
system. Secures any wheelchair in any fuxury and convenience; between 2000 Concept 

welie Sad ea Ree up to 3 wheelchairs & 4 £1 5,000 Transforms your wheelchair into a 
belts, no reaching. Also for self-drive. | passengers. Also ideal for Bnd battery powered chair in an instant. 
Prices start from FO2O 00 drive-from-wheelchair. ; £30,000” Prices start from £1,480%, 


Telephone 01 377 241700 


Kellythorpe, Driffield, East Yorkshire YO25 9DJ, England - Fax: 01377 241767 
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‘Homicide Is 


New research into the murder of disabled 
people has revealed some shocking 
Statistics, says Dick Sobsey 


s someone whose job it 

AN is to study the causes of 
4. A. violence against 
disabled people and as the 
father of a disabled child, 
ten-year-old David, I have a 
double interest in a research 
project that has been 
undertaken by my place of 
work, the University of 
Alberta in Canada. 

We are analysing reports of 

children and adults with 


‘Justice demands that 
the killing of any human 
being be viewed with 
equal outrage, judged by 
the same standards and 
punished with equal 
sternness’ 


developmental disabilities who 
have become victims of 
homicide. Our database of 
1,227 cases uses information 
from English language 

news stories from a variety 

of countries. 

The homicides looked at 
have occurred over many years, 
half since 1992. 

They include 1,164 actual 
homicides of various kinds and 
63 attempted homicides. 

Of the total: 


a eh 
ee 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


CHURCHTOWN 
1 PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS, 
HEAD WEST AND PARTY! 


| Forget the present buying, turkey stuffing, relative greeting, 
card writing, supermarket chaos and come to Churchtown for 
the last gasp bash of 2000. A week 


kicking good time while they slave away getting everything 
ready for you to breeze back home relaxed, refreshed and ready 
to enjoy the festive fun and frolics. 


Dates available: 3-9 December 
10-16 December 
16-22 December 

Call or write for further details or to make a booking. 


Lanlivery, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 5BT 
Tel: 01208 872148, Fax: 01208 873377 
E-mail: Churchtown@saqgnet.co.uk 


e 73 per cent of victims were 

described as having an 

intellectual disability; 

e 14per cent as having 

cerebral palsy; 

@ six per cent as having 

Down’s syndrome; 

@ three per cent as having 

autism; 

® two per cent as having foetal 

alcohol syndrome; 

@ and two per cent as having 

spina bifida or hydrocephalus. 
The average age of victims 

was 18, and half were 13 or 

younger; about two-thirds of 

the victims were male. The 

number of boys and girls was 

about the same among the 

under-18s, while 73 per cent of 

the adult victims were male. 
Sixty-three per cent of 

alleged perpetrators were also 

male. Offenders included: 

e family members (36 per cent); 

e paid carers (28 per cent); 

e neighbours or acquaintances 

(23 per cent); 

® strangers (eight per cent); 

e and people with disabilities 

who shared the same facilities 

or programmes (four per cent). 
Deaths resulted from a wide 

variety of causes, including: 

e beating (16 per cent); 

e shooting (ten per cent); 

e choking, strangling or 

suffocation (nine per cent); 


long programme of activities, 
discos and all round 
guzzling in the company 
of Churchtown’s fun 
loving staff team 
who really know 
how to throw a 
party (just ask the 
neighbours!). 
Give your 
parents and 
carers a break or 
to put it another way, 
come to Cornwall and have a 
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Dual interest: researcher Dick Sobsey with ten-year-old son David 


girlfriend’s child after she told 
him she did not want to have 
more children because she 
could not care for a new baby 
and a disabled child. 

Many cases also appeared to 
involved displaced anger. One 
father who was angry because 
he felt his child was not being 
cared for properly by hospital 
staff, threw the child from a 
window. Another man killed 
his disabled daughter after 
arguing with his wife. 

Depression and other 
psychiatric difficulties were 
factors in a significant number 
of cases. 

Many offenders try to 
suggest they had altruistic 
motives, even when that 


® starvation (nine per cent); 
e burning or scalding (six 
per cent); 

® poisoning or gassing (six 
per cent); 

e stabbing (five per cent); 

e and drowning (four 

per cent). 

The motives for the crimes 
seemed complex and were 
frequently unclear, with chronic 
abuse or neglect often a factor. 
A fairly small but significant 
number of cases involved sex 
crimes or robberies. 

Many of the killings seemed 
motivated by simple 
elimination of someone who 
stood in the way of the 
perpetrator’s goals. 

One man killed his 


The Midland’s Installation Centre for the Carony 
In-Car Wheelchair System 


The ultimate system that saves the carer’s back. 
This no lifting transfer system from home to car 
has changed many peoples lives! 


The Carouy Lifestyle electric 
wheelchair system - front or rear wheel 
drive - left or right joystick controller - 
optional attendant controller - a 
Recaro Mobility Seat with 
various seat options. 


Uses the same transfer system 
as the manual Carony. 


From home to shops without getting out 
of your seat ! 


Other Services we offer :- 


Bruno wheelchair & scooter hoists. Wheelchair platform lifts. 
Swivel seat systems. Push/ pull hand controls. Left accelerator 
pedal flip up system. Electric handbrake. T - handle parking brake 
release. Lightened power steering. Smaller steering wheels. 


Steering knobs. Infra-red controls. 


Send or phone for free colour brochure now! 
ooh 


ER Mobility, 


8 Berrington Road, Sydenham Ind. Est. Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire. CV 31 1 NB Tel. 01926 470944 


Significant danger 


pushes the limits of credibility. 

Two young men in Texas, fo: 
example, said they had killed a 
young disabled woman to free 
her from a miserable life. This 
seemed inconsistent with 
admissions that they had set 
out that day to commit racially 
motivated murder, that they 
hunted her with a crossbow 
and shot her repeatedly with a 
pellet gun before killing her. 

This research is in the early 
stages and it is difficult to draw 
firm conclusions. Nevertheless, 
after reading about 15,000 
news stories covering these 
cases, I can share some initial 
impressions. 

Homicide is a significant 
danger facing people with 
developmental disabilities. One 
study of 24 autopsies of people 
with cerebral palsy found six 
(25 per cent) died of homicide. 
Clearly more research is needec 
to determine the nature and 
extent of the risk. 

There is evidence to suggest 
that many of these homicides 
are dismissed by the media, the 


‘There is evidence that 
many of these homicides 
are dismissed by society 
as forgivable offences 
provoked by stress or in 
the victim’s best interest 


courts and society in general as 
forgivable offences provoked by 
stress or in the best interest of 
the victim. 

These attitudes devalue 
the lives of people with 
developmental disabilities and 
deny them equal protection of 
the law. Our children, brothers, 
sisters and friends with 
developmental disabilities 
remain in danger as long as we 
ignore this outrage. 

Justice demands that the 
killing of any human being be 
viewed with equal outrage, 
investigated with equal vigour, 
prosecuted with the same 
diligence, judged by the same 
standards and punished with 
equal sternness. 

It is my impression that the 
day when these things come 
true has not yet arrived. And 
unless those of us who see this 
injustice work to change it, tha 
day may never come. 

Professor Dick Sobsey is 
director of the JP Das 
Developmental Disabilities 
Centre at the University of 
Alberta, Canada. He spoke 
about Abuse and Children with 
a Disability at the congress of 
the British Association for the 
Study and Prevention of Child 
Abuse and Neglect in September 
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.gnes Fletcher 
nds the Lib Dems 
yuoyant as Labour 
ounders 


ll things being relative, this 
sar’s Liberal Democrat 
ynference had a palpable edge 
f excitement. 

Labour floundering in the 
alls. The Libbers’ fortunes 
sing. It was the time too for 
plicies that might win Mondeo 
{an and Woman from Labour; 
nes that might also offer 
sylum to One Nation Tories 
isaffected by what Charles 
ennedy chose, in somewhat 
sablist fashion, to call Hague’s 
readcase agenda”. 

Tackling age discrimination 
rough removing all 
gislation that lays down a 
ympulsory retirement age is a 
ew Lib Dem policy — which 
ould ensure that employers 
ere no longer able to force 
sople to retire at 60 or 65 and 
so affects pension provision, 
ortgages, life insurance and 
nployment policies. 

However, all was not balmy 
Bournemouth. Pensions 
‘oved a prickly issue, with 
1ul Burstow, the party’s 
okesman on older people, 
yeaking up for restoring the 
ak with earnings. 

But the leadership survived 


On the crest of a wave 


SZ 


1 iberal 
Democrats 


the onslaught and was able to 
force through proposals to pay 
an extra £5 a week to all 
pensioners, £10 to over-75s and 
£15 to the over-80s. 

The conference fringes (and 
the bars) are where much of the 
real politicking is done. 
Mencap drew together Simon 
Hughes MP, Julie Mellor, chair 
of the Equal Opportunities 
Commission, Phil Barnett, 
director of policy and 
communications at the 
Commission for Racial 
Equality, and Bert Massie, chair 
of the Disability Rights 
Commission, to discuss equal 
rights. 

The meeting highlighted 
abuse of disabled people’s 
human rights in the NHS 
(“The doctors ticked us off like 
two-year-olds for wanting to 
keep our son alive”), and noted 
that the new Human Rights 
Act might make some 
difference. 

Disability Daily, the 


OUT OF 


SIGHT. 


asOUF OF MIND? 


Making a sca the RN 1B was Goren for getting the message across 


consortium of disability 
organisations that have been 
pooling resources to work 
together at the conferences 
since 1993, featured a computer 
game Includo on their stand. 
Three random questions on 
disability — such as the value of 
Incapacity Benefit compared to 
average earnings or the 
decrease in community care 
services between 1994 and 1998 
— were put to punters. There 
was also a pub quiz, which 
mingled similar disability 
questions with such pressing 


political issues as: “What was 
the weight of Leo Blair at 
birth?” The team led by the 
Liberal Democrats’ spokesman 
on disabilities, Andrew George 
MP, took first prize. 

The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind stand won the 
prize for “best at getting the 
message across”. It focused on 
an elderly woman with sight 
loss in her own home. As a 
spotlight turned on four points 
in the room, four questions 
revealed the lack of services, 
lack of labelling of dangerous 


DON’T MISS THIS GREAT SHO 


substances in large print, lack 
of mobility training and the 
percentage of blind and 
partially sighted older people 
living below the average weekly 
income for a single pensioner — 
8S per cent. 

Also working hard was the 
Liberal Democrat Disability 
Association. It is doing a good 
job but looks as if it could do 
with more support. Its stand 
looked a bit threadbare. 

Making the message more 
sexy can bring problems, 
however. 

The glitzy “Absolutely 
Equal” bash, hosted by the 
Commission for Racial 
Equality and Stonewall, was a 
great night out but access was 
awful. Come on, guys. There 
was a sign language interpreter 
but a ramp so steep it made the 
Eiger look a doddle. 

One disabled guest said: “It’s 
the same old story: people 
think it’s OK for us to be 
heaved up something like this. 
It’s not. If our friends in 
equality issues don’t see it that 
way, how can we expect 
anybody else to?” 

Agnes Fletcher is head of 
communications at RADAR. 


100’S OF EXHIBITORS, 1000 8 OF PRODUCTS 


amazing products to help make life easier. All 
the leading manufacturers will be there, with 
many special deals on offer. Sit in on the 
interesting free seminars too. With so much to 
see and to do, it’s sure to be time well spent. 


JUST LOOK WHAT YOU'LL SEE 


Wheelchairs, Scooters, Powerchairs, Therapy 
Devices, Pressure Care, Public Access, Showers, 
Kitchen Gadgets, Lifts, Wheelchair Passenger 
Vehicles, Riser Armchairs, Bathlifts, Adjustable 


Enjoy a great day out and discover the latest 


For Free Tickets. 
Call The Hotline Or 


*Po 


OWer Fo id 
* Adjustable sci 
ee 
* Ex Stock ; 
+ Bs 5776 (19% 
+90 Minute Ink 
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e FREE ENTRY e 
e FREE CATALOGUE e 
e FREE SEMINARS e “ 


~ Complete The Coupon 
SEES PARKING e | Bringing the community together : 


0870 7511437 : i ee ee 
BIRMINGHAM by 2s 


REHAB & CARE eens 


Rehab & Sods) -NEc [1 , BS99 2BR 
29th-30th 
November 2000 


Beds, Toilet Aids, Bathroom Aids, 
Communication, Environmental Controls, 
Information, Advice, Paediatric, Hoists, 
Stairlifts, Walking Frames, Sensory products 
and much, much more. 


THE INDEPENDENT LIVING 
LEARNING EXPERIENCE 


You'll find a full programme of 
educational seminars on offer at the 
show, all of which have been designed 
to give great quality information about 
products and services. Pick and choose 
which seminars you attend on the day - 
they are all free !! 


The National Event for Rehabilitation 
ALINE AEE BIT MILE PERE EATS TI 


or call the ticket hotline o37O 754 1 437 
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18 Motoring 


Douglas Campbell 


~—, Motoring magic 


Motor Show will be 
the best yet 


- 


Tickets to give 
away! 
We have ten pairs of British 
International Motor Show 
tickets to give away, worth 
£24 a pair (valid on any day, 
20-29 October). 
To enter, send yourname | 


a ie : Sponsored by 
The Daily Telegraph 


NEC, BIRMINGHAM 
19-29 OCTOBER 


and address on a postcard to | 
DN, Freepost WD4323, i 
London N7 9BR. Postcards 
should be marked “Motor | 
Show” and must arrive by 10 ) 


p—y—4 he 2000 British 


§ International Motor —. aes | 

Show at Birmingham’s Roll on the Motor Show: this year’s will have over 1,000 models on display TWO-TEN NEWS NETWORK 
NEC promises to offer the | 
most exciting journey yet into Discrimination Act is better Vauxhall Corsa, the updated As well as shiny new cars things to see, do and buy. 
the world of motoring. known? Nissan Micra (first seen at the you will find providers of every Advice for disabled 

For disabled visitors the With over 1,000 models on Mobility Roadshow in June) kind of motoring service — motorists will be available from) 
venue is pretty good, too. The display, there is sure to be and the launch of the new Ford from fluffy dice to satellite many exhibitors. Lynne 
NEC is centrally located, with something to suit every taste. Mondeo. You might even get a navigation systems, insurance Wilkinson will be on the 
clear signposting from the M6 Among the cars that will chance to sit in a Porsche, a and advanced motoring skills. Vauxhall stand each day, where | 
and M42 motorways and the interest many DN readers are “Roller” or something even In fact, it’s impossible to she will be dispensing her usual) 
A45 main road. the completely redesigned more exotic. describe the sheer range of excellent advice. Staff from 


All parts of the NEC have 
level access, with lifts, ramps 


Ford’s Mobility and General 
Information Centre (MAGIC) 
will be on the main Ford stand | 
to talk about mobility solutions 
that can make a difference. 
With recent increases in ; 


and a moving walkway between 
the two central areas. There are 
wheelchair accessible toilets in 
all areas. 

When the Motor Show was 
last held at the NEC nearly all 
stands had ramped access and 
the Ford stand even had a 
substantial lift to their massive 
two-storey stand. There were, 


petrol prices and more forecast | 
soon, many visitors will be I 
interested in cars using 
alternative fuels, as well as 
efforts that are being made to 
reduce pollution. 


The Honda Insight, powered | 


however, many upper sections 
of stands that were not 


by a petrol engine and an 


2 : 3 ° ! 
accessible. Will there have been electric motor, will be on show. | 
an improvement this year now Ford is exhibiting Th!nk, a 
that the Disability Drive your blues away: the totally redesigned Vauxhall Corsa is sure to be a big attraction battery-powered, pure electric | 


car that is already on sale 


‘With recent increases in petrol prices and ubics home mhatken®hiN ara aa 


ae C ARTWE L L ee more forecast soon, many visitors will be interested ie me i: uh 
0 Ea in cars using other fuels as well as further pibibiae ee tents! 
efforts to reduce pollution’ | passenger family car, designed 
INSU RANGE also be on view. 
You will get the chance to 


to give 80 miles per gallon, will 
DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU e The British International Motor Show is open 19-29 October, see celebrities’ dream cars, 


9.30am-7.00pm (5.30pm on the final day). There is a lot to see exhibited in the all-new Star 
spread over many halls, so get there early to miss the worst of the Studio. Designs from famous | 
Es tablished over 30 years traffic and the crowds. faces like Alan Shearer and 
e There is free parking in special areas for vehicles displaying a Claudia Schiffer will be on 
Shown below are just some of the special facilities available blue or orange badge. Ask at the security control points or display, along with information | 
display your badge clearly to the traffic officers. Otherwise, the on BEN, the motor industry’s | 
Motor insurance including adapted vehicles main car parks cost £7, including use of a free accessible shuttle benevolent fund, which will | 
: ‘ : - bus right to the door. benefit from money raised by 
Legal protection cover included with the option of e@ Remember that the roads do get very busy when the Motor the sale of the drawings. | 
including RAC cover for £49 Show is on. An excellent alternative is to go by train to Two exciting new Adventure 
Liat Birmingham International, which has direct links from many Zones from Sega Dreamcast 
Household buildings and contents cover parts of the country (for train times, tel: 0845 748 49 50). Lifts and Lego, as well as a stunning — 
Travel insurance and a footbridge link the statiorr to the NEC. Scalextric Challenge from show 
anne E : e Manual and electric wheelchairs are available for hire, sponsors, the Daily Telegraph, 
Wheelchairs including scooters and powerchairs tel: 0121 780 4141. vill pie eshowwone 
Commercial insurance e Admission prices are £12 for adults and £6 for children and youth appeal, too. 
i senior citizens from 20 October. On the Daily Telegraph preview Last but not least, visitors 
Foracom petitive quotation, contact us on: day, 19 October, tickets are £25 each (no concessions). Tickets will be able to see their 
bought in advance for the public days will not only give visitors a favourite Formula One, rally 
£1 saving on adult prices, but also a free NEC catering voucher and touring cars. The vehicles 
0 2 0 8 O 5 8 () 2) 0 0 worth £2, the opportunity of buying the Official Show Guide at and their drivers will be present 
‘a £1 discount, and “fast-lane” entry to avoid the queues. For on the motor sport days, 27 : 
Visa, Mastercard and Switch cards are accepted advance pickets cal the ont tel: 0870 464 2000 or book online and 28 October. ; | 
Chaderell suse; 792-204 Hale Lanee Camere eM Arent at www.motorshow.co.uk, where you will find other information Douglas Campbell is executive 
, , , . about the show. director of the Disabled 


Drivers’ Association. 
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BUILT WITH YOUR 


When you set out to choose a wheelchair 
accessible vehicle, you want to make sure that 
the conversion provides you with the best 
possible solution for your mobility needs. It’s 
essential that it has been designed with you in 
mind, so that it is accessible, gives you the best 
possible all round view and has made safety the 
top priority. That way we'll know you will be 
happy with your new vehicle. 

By putting your needs at the forefront of 
our list of priorities we can help you to travel 
with ease and in comfort, in either the front or 
back of one of our high quality wheelchair 
accessible vehicles. To ensure that your chosen 
mobility vehicle really does meet your needs, we 
give you a thorough and unpressurized 


demonstration. 


Carchair puts you in front 
with dignity 

Our Carchair System is designed to take 
you from pavement into the front of a range of 
standard production cars or people carriers, 
without you having to leave your specially 
designed wheelchair. Its innovative design 
avoids you experiencing the indignity of having 


to transfer from wheelchair to car seat and with 


Pa Cee Se | 


no need to stow a wheelchair or chassis, makes 
the whole process of getting in and out of the 
vehicle so much easier. Also, Carchair leaves the 


boot free for luggage and shopping. 


Class beating rear access 
conversions 

We appreciate that you want your 
mobility vehicle to be similar in comfort, ride 
and handling, as a standard sronition car. 
Which is why we put a great deal of effort into 
both the design and engineering of each of our 
rear access mobility vehicles, to provide you 
with a conversion which is the best in its class. 

Rather than compromising on price, we 
instead use high specification materials, special 
mouldings and design features to create a high 
class and yet practical conversion. This process 
not only gives you a longer lasting product, but 
ensures that it is well engineered to achieve the 
highest standards of safety and comfort. Where 
required we can customise the vehicle to meet 
the very specific needs of your disability or just 
to satisfy your individual lifestyle requirements. 
We want you to be comfortable, safe and 
happy so for more information and a free 


demonstration contact Constables. 
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Constables 


LTD me 
Constables Ltd, Dept DN, Freepost (BR1032) 
Mountney Bridge Business Park, Westham 
Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 SBR 
Tel: 01323 767574. Fax: 01323 767603 


SMotability 


*This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 


Ford Focus with Carchair installed 


Peugeot 806 with Carchair installed 


Renault Kangoo converted for Rear Access 


Peugeot Expert converted for Rear Access 
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ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


Motability faces ‘cold wind’ 


Following Ed Passant’s article 
on the cost of car price cuts 
(DN, July), readers might 
appreciate updates on the 
action Motability has taken. 

Motability gave evidence to 
the Competition Commission 
and later presented a detailed 
submission to the Department 
of Trade and Industry (DTI). 
We were concerned that we 
might be adversely affected by 
the terms of the proposed orders. 

The DTI accepted our 
arguments and made it clear in 
the media and in the orders 
that they were not intended to 
apply to Motability. This 
means that we are effectively 
“exempt” and should be able to 
continue to buy vehicles at the 
best prices available. 

However, as Ed pointed out, 
everything is not rosy in the 
garden. We advised the 
Commission and the DTI that 
we were most worried about an 
unstable marketplace. It is 
extraordinary that the 
relationship between new 
prices and residual value 


(second-hand prices) seems 
not to have been properly 
understood: This is much more 
complex than it seems and 
some will say the new car and 
second-hand car markets are 
somewhat independent of each 
other, but recent experience 
shows otherwise. 

As new prices fall,so do 
residual values, which means 
that everyone who already 
owns a car loses‘money as well. 
If you are a major fleet, then 
potentially you can lose a lot. 
That means lease prices will 
have to rise and, unfortunately, 
Motability is not able to avoid 
this cold wind. 

However, cars kept in good 
condition will always sell better 
than the average, and if we can 
maintain and develop our 
reputation for having lower 
mileage, better condition cars, 
we can take some of the sting 
out of a difficult period ahead. 
Simon Knighton 
Operations director, 
Motability, 

Harlow, Essex 


Parent pleas ignored 


The sensational headline 
“Child risk warning” (DN, 
September) and opening words 
of the news story seem to point 
the finger at disabled parents, 
suggesting they are “putting 
their children at risk” by 
adapting equipment that is not 
designed to meet their needs. 
Disabled parents are as alive 
as any parents can be to issues 
of child safety, and have been 
pressing for years for 
improvements to mainstream 
equipment to make it more 
adaptable, better suited to the 
wide range of physical needs 
of parents and children. 
Yet more often than not our 


pleas have been ignored. 

Disabled people have the 
same right as others to family 
life, supported in law by the 
new human rights legislation. 

Manufacturers of parenting 
equipment and providers of 
services have an obligation, 
supported by the Disability 
Discrimination Act, to provide 
the same level of services for 
disabled parents as others. 

It is time to re-examine 
assumptions and prejudices 
about disabled parents. 
Michele Wates 
Vice chair, Disabled Parents 
Network, PO Box 5876, 
Towcester NN12 7ZN 


Sarah Taylor’s Ode to Direct Payments 


A carer who’s a stranger comes knocking at my door. 

Having to explain my needs, I’ve done this all before. 
The plates are in that cupboard, and the spoons are over here, 
The Hoover’s in the other room; and here’s the cleaning gear. 


You get to know your carer and they get to know you 

And then you have to start again, because it’s someone new. 
Embarrassing for all of us, as personal needs described, 

My privacy and dignity to some degree denied! 


But now there’s an alternative for the provision of my care... 
I can become employer and choose who I want there. 

They call it “direct payments”; it offers more control. 
Disenchanted individuals, this scheme may well console. 


At first it seems quite daunting, as with most things that are new — 
Can the “Darlington Direct Payments Scheme” really work for you? 
Peer support is offered by some who use this scheme, 

Developing my confidence and heightening self-esteem. 


My personal assistants are people of my choosing. 

At first I found the paperwork a little bit confusing! 

The Direct Payments Support Service, assisting whilst it’s needed 
Another direct payment user, who can say they have succeeded. 


Have you 
got 
something 
to say? 
Send your 
letters to the 
editor Mary 
Wilkinson, Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London 
N7 OPW, 


minicom: 020 7619 7332, 1 


fax: 020 7619 7331, e-mail: 


editor@disabilitynow.org.uk, 7 


or visit the website at: 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Parking bays 
can wait 


What is a reasonable time to 
wait for a disabled parking 


bay to be marked out outside | | 


your home? 


Our road was resurfaced a 


earlier this year and two weeks | 
after the work I phoned the 


West Sussex highway network | — 


service to find out when they 


might mark out my bay again. | 


I was told they had no 


record of this bay — though I : 
have a letter confirming it from |_| 


March 1996. I was told to 
re-apply “in order that we can 
process your request”. That 
was in June. Now it’s 
September and I’ve been told 
that the contractor had my 
request at the start of July, and | 
“as he is the only one we have | 


“ [ 
to carry out the work, it’s down | © 


to when he can fit it in.” 
Roy Austen 

Sompting, 

West Sussex 


BPAmoco 


about BP Amoco p.Lc., please 
telephone our Distribution 
Services on 01202 244030 for a 
free copy of our audio cassette 
which gives highlights from our 
Annual Report 1999. 


If you would like to learn more 
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By Dan Batten 
D’oh! at the 


Dome 
A group of young \ 


severely disabled 


people from north London i} 
| 


visiting the Millennium Dome 
were asked to leave after 
“making too much noise”. 
Other visitors said noises made 
by the group to show their 
appreciation were off-putting 
and Dome staff asked the party 
to quieten down or leave. 

I think they should be cheered 
for bringing some life into the 
place. So much for being an 


exhibition for everyone to enjoy. 


Signs of intelligence 
Radio failure meant two 
police constables used sign 
language to talk to their base 
via closed circuit TV cameras 
after arresting a woman 
involved in a bag theft. 
Colleagues praised Paul Eastes 
and the appropriately named 
Jane Cleverley. Just shows that 
deaf doesn’t equal dumb. 


Our aim is activity for all 


Parent’s voice 21 


Connie Williams says severely disabled 
adults lack physical activity facilities and 
she wants to do something about It 


r y daughter Nanette 
and I have embarked 


a on a project that we 
hope will fill a gap for severely 
disabled young adults. 

Our vision is to provide 
physical opportunities for 
people with profound and 
multiple disabilities. We are 
thinking in terms of the kind of 
soft play facilities that children 
enjoy, along with other 
activities like trampoline 
bouncing and swings. 

While we have no wish to 
exclude anybody from the 
project, we feel that disabled 


children already have a certain 
-amount of provision and that 


there are also sports activities 


for others, including spinally 


injured people; but there is very 
little provision for the most 


severely disabled and 
dependent adults. 


As Nanette was growing up, 
there were quite a few activity 
options for her. But at the age 
of 19, as an adult, she seems to 
fall through the net. 

I have developed my own 
timetable in which I take her 


horse riding in Cheltenham (a 


round trip of 30 miles), to 
hydrotherapy in Swindon (a 60- 
mile round trip), music therapy 
in Cricklade, Wiltshire, (about 
40 miles a trip) and as many 
massage sessions and therapies 
as | can manage. 

But all this travel is pretty 
exhausting and, as a single 
parent who has been on 
benefits since my daughter was 
adopted at ten months, the cost 
is a big burden too. So it is 
people like us that we want to 
cater for in our new venture. 

I have just succeeded in 


» securing financial support from 


the Independent Living Funds 
for Nanette, which allows us to 
purchase four nights of sleep a 
week plus some daytime care in 
the home. It is the support and 
encouragement of our new 
carers that has stimulated us 
into looking at this initiative. 

Since early May we have 
produced 500 leaflets on our 
home computer and these have 
so far been sent out to around 
100 organisations. We have had 
a number of responses, all of 
them suggesting that we have 
correctly identified a need and 
that we can expect considerable 
support. 

The manager of a leisure 
centre in the local town of 
Dursley has expressed an 
interest, and it looks like there 
could be another partnership in 
the making with a local 
Sportability organisation. We 


may also have the chance of 
some help with fundraising. 

We are at a very early stage 
with this exciting project and 
would like contact with anyone 
who might be interested — 


potential clients, their carers or 
supporters of any kind. 

I would certainly have 
welcomed a group like this over 
the past couple of years — and 
we hope we are creating just 
the sort of project that families 
like ours need. 

For details or to offer help, 
tel: 01453 886465, or e-mail: 
connie.williams@virgin.net 


On a roll: Connie and Nanette’s present activities include cycling 


THE NEW 
VIVA 
STATE OF 


o THE ART 


: a : “Viva” 


° spastic and 


e Parkinson's 


e arthrosis 


e blood circulation disorders 
(prophylaxis of thrombosis) ® oedemas 


e muscular dystrophy 


Full body 


THERAPEUTIC 
EXERCISER. 


240 VOLT MACHINES FOR LOWER 
AND UPPER BODY THERAPY. 


Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power. 
Handset operates at variable speeds and resistance to encourage 
progress and provides bio-feedback with a digital display. 


SUITABLE FOR 
e multiple sclerosis e ‘stroke’ patients 
© paralysis (paraplegia and ¢ non-inflammatory illness of 
tetraplegia) the peripheral nerves 


(polyneuropathy) 
insufficient physical exercise 


rheumatic illnesses 


disease ° osteoporosis 
stiffness of the joints 


SOLE UK IMPORTER 


CONTACT US FOR A BROCHURE: MEDIMOTION Ltd, PENCADER, CARMARTHENSHIRE. SA39 9AZ. 
TEL: 01559 384 097 ¢ FAX: 01559 384 814 « E-mail: medimotion@hotmail.com 
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22 Your benefits 


n October 1999, the 
| Disabled Person’s Tax 
Credit (DPTC) replaced 
Disability Working Allowance 
(DWA) for disabled people 
working 16 or more hours a 
week on a low income. 

To qualify, you must satisfy 
three main tests: a disability 
test, a qualifying benefit test 
and a means test. 

On an initial claim, a 
declaration that a disability 
puts you at a disadvantage in 
getting a job is generally 
enough. It is important that the 
person passing the disability 
tests is the claimant. 

To pass the qualifying benefit 
test you must, at some time in 
the 26 weeks before your claim, 
have had Incapacity Benefit at 
either the higher short-term or 
long-term rate, Severe 
Disablement Allowance or have 
been awarded a disability or 
higher pensioner premium as 
part of any means-tested 
benefits. Otherwise, it will be 
enough if, at the time of your 
claim, you get Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA), Attendance 
Allowance or an equivalent paid 
with an industrial injury or war 
pension. 

If you were on a government 
training scheme or other 
occupational/vocational skills 
course at some point in the 


It works out: Peter Taylor is on a supported employment place- 


SCOPE 


ment. With earnings of £121.46 a week after tax and NI, he still 
qualifies for DPTC of £38.70, about £20 more than under DWA. 


eight weeks before your claim, 
having had a recent spell on 
sickness-type benefits, you may 
also pass the “qualifying 
benefit” test. Seek advice. 
From October 2000 the 
requirement that you must 
effectively have been incapable 
of work for six months will be 
waived if you are employed and 
have been in receipt of 
Statutory Sick Pay, short-term 
Incapacity Benefit, Income 
Support or National Insurance 
(NI) credits on the basis of 
sickness for 20 weeks. A 20 per 
cent reduction in earnings 
capacity with a reduction of at 


MOT! ACT! 


least £15 per week must be 
anticipated and your GP will 
have to certify that your 
disability is likely to continue 
for at least the next six months. 
The availability of a “fast- 
track” to DPTC should help 
people stay in work. 

How much DPTC you 
qualify for is affected by the 
number of dependents in your 
household; the age of any 
children and whether they are 
disabled; the amount of any 
eligible childcare costs; and the 
number of hours worked. 
DPTC is not taxable. The 
income and capital of a partner 


Making employment pay 


A year on from the launch of the Disabled Person's Tax Credit, Mike Hurdiss continues 
his benefits series with a look at the difference it can make to your pocket 


Maximum DPTC (before reduction due to means test) : 


Single person— £55.15 Couple/lone parent — £84.90 
Premium for working 30 hours or more — £11.25 


Child credit 


0 years up to September after 16th birthday — £25.60 

September after 16th birthday to day before 19th birthday — £26.35 
Disabled child’s allowance — £22.25 

Childcare credit — 70 per cent of eligible childcare cost up to 
£100 for one child and £150 for two or more children 


Example Jane is single and meets the DPTC disability 
requirements. She works an 18-hour week, earning £100 after 
tax and NI. Jane is entitled to DPTC of £39.25. Her maximum 
award of £55.15 is reduced by £15.90. This reduction is arrived at 
by taking 55 per cent of her income above £71.10. 

A single person working 30 or more hours a week could earn just 
over £190 a week after income tax, National Insurance and half 
of any personal/occupational pension contributions before 


losing all entitlement to DPTC. 


will be taken into account and 
any capital you have between 
£3,000 and £16,000 will usually 
reduce the amount payable. If 
you have more than £16,000 in 
capital you may not be eligible. 
In addition to the more 
generous allowances payable 
under DPTC, the rate at which 
help is lost as your income rises 
is lower than it was with DWA. 
Maximum help continues to be 
payable until your income (not 
counting child benefit or any 
maintenance income) goes 
above £71.10 (£91.45 fora 
couple). For each £1 of income 
above this level your maximum 
DPTC is reduced by 5Sp. 


FREE 


AIDS TO 
LIVING 
CATALOGUE 


SPECIALISTS IN: 
POWERED WHEELCHAIRS 
MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS 
ARMCHAIRS 
MOBILITY AIDS 
WALKERS 


All weather and all terrain use. Three- or four-wheel version. 
Tilt-in-space. Single push handle for easy manoeuvrability. 
Adjustable seat, adjustable lateral supports and headrest. A 
range of options such as transfer to a hi-lo base unit. Easily 
dismantled for transportation. 

See it at the launch at Kid-e-Quip, 8 November, in Bolton 


= 


49 Winsover Road 
Spalding 
Lincolnshire 

PE11 1EG 


JCM : Tel: 01775 766664 


SEATING SOLUTIONS Fax: 01775 760032 
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PRICE SENSIBLE / 
7-10 DAYS DELIVERY 4 
FREE ADVICE SERVICE WY 


SIMPLY TELEPHONE OR WRITE TO: 


MUNRI Ris cas 


TEL: 0141 638 8803 


PLEASE NOTE THAT MUNRO MOBILITY WILL SEND YOU ON-GOING 
OFFERS AND PRODUCT DETAILS. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO RECEIVE 
THIS INFORMATION PLEASE TICK THE BOX () 


The provision of a childcare 
credit rather than an income 
disregard will be particularly 
helpful for disabled parents on 
low pay. Unlike the old 
disregard, which was of no help 
to people whose incomes were 
so low that they were 
unaffected by the means test, 
the new childcare credit 
actually increases the cash help 
in such situations. 

Even though Working 
Families Tax Credit (WFTC) 
might seem appropriate if you 
have children, it would be 
better to claim DPTC. The 
basic tax credit for a couple is 
£31.75 higher with DPTC. 
Receipt of DPTC might also 
mean you get more help with 
housing benefit as a tenant, 
because it gives entitlement to a 
disability premium where 
WFTC does not. This would be 
the case if you returned to work 
from sickness-type benefits but 
were not receiving DLA. 

If you qualify for DPTC you 
should be able to return to your 
former incapacity benefits if 
things don’t work out within 
two years. 

The golden rule, as ever, is to 
ask for advice, because DPTC 
may not be your only option. 

Claim form DPTC1 can be 
obtained from benefits offices, 
job centres or the tax credit 
helpline, tel: 0845 605 5858. 
Mike Hurdiss is a benefits 
policy officer at Scope. He is 
unable to enter into individual 
correspondence. 


Citizens Advice Bureaux can 
give information. For contact 
details, tel: 020 7833 2181. 

A free factsheet is available 
from the Disability Alliance, 
Universal House, 

88-94 Wentworth Street, 
London E1 7SA. 
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The all new I VIA becomes wheelchair accessible 
xiving 150cm (59”’) entrance and interior headroom without raising 
the roof or breaking the bank! 


Standard features include 
ABS, air conditioning, 

5 full size seats + wheelchair 
& single piece access ramp. 


on the road and fully adapted 


Standard features include 
ABS, air conditioning, driver 
and passenger front and side 
airbags, 5 full size seats 

+ wheelchair & single piece 
access ramp. 


on the road and fully adapted 


SYotability VA CONTACT US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
| hated ON PURCHASE, LEASE, RENT AND NO 
ACCREDITED CITY COUNCIL AND VCA APPROVED OBLIGATION FREE HOME TRIAL 


IN OUR ADAPTIONS TO THE PREVIA AND THE SHARAN WE USE THE FINEST STAINLESS STEELS AND NON-FERROUS METALS 
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ys 
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24 Competition 


The underlying feeling of this year’s 
Freedom in Focus competition was 
enthusiasm, Mary Wilkinson finds 


. reedom in Focus, 
4 the photography 
competition run by DN 


and Leonard Cheshire, scaled 
new heights this year, thanks 
to the support of mobile 
phone company One 2 One. 

Eight winners and 
runners-up came to London in 
September and were 
entertained at the House of 
Lords overlooking the Thames 
and the London Eye. Later, 
Zac Walwyn, eight, from 
Halesowen, and Alex Hovden, 
eight, from Weybridge, winner 
and runner-up in the 
Challenges under-16 section, 
went up the London Eye to try 
out their new cameras. 

Giving away the prizes this 
year were TV presenter and 
charity campaigner Heather 
Mills, footballer Peter 
Beardsley, now a member of 
England’s coaching team 
(standing in for Kevin Keegan), 
and Sophie Batterbury, features 
picture editor of the 
Independent’s Review. Nic 
Hutton, the fourth judge, 
could not be there. 

The competition aims to 
highlight the challenges that 
disabled people overcome. 

“It emphasises yet again 
how important visual images 
are. They have such strength in 
our lives,” said disability cam- 
paigner Baroness Wilkins 
(left), who 
hosted the 
party. 

Stephen 
Lawley 
from 
Devon 


won the 
Challenges section. He 
received £500, a week’s 
holiday at Park House, the 
Sandringham hotel run by 
Leonard Cheshire, and the 
chance to watch an England 
football team training session. 
Stephen planned and directed 
a picture of himself and a 
friend playing draughts. 
Stephen’s interest in photog- 
raphy spurred his day centre to 
start weekly classes and set up 
a dark room, where Stephen 
now develops his own photos. 


Striking image: Gordon Gillespie’s tennis shot 


Runner-up Janice Scadden 
from Essex is a keen photogra- 
pher of scenes with people 
“which mean something after- 
wards”. The picture of herself 
flat out on the grass being 
over-run by her delighted dogs 
won £100 and 12 rolls of film. 

The Sporting Challenges 
adult section was won by 
professional photographer 
Graham Bool from Essex with 
a shot of long jumper 
Matthew Juniper. Heather 
Mills thought it “incredible”, 
a motivation for the press to 
cover the Paralympics. 
Graham won £500 and tickets 
for the England v Germany 
match at Wembley in October. 

Runner-up was Gordon 
Gillespie from Inverness, who’s 
been Scottish sports photogra- 
pher of the year twice. His shot 
of Jordan Whiley about to hit a 
tennis ball also impressed 
Heather: “It said everything to 
me about what I believe in: no 
matter what disability you have, 
there’s so much ability there — 
you just want to go for it.” 

Winner of the under-16 
Sporting Challenges was 
Jordan Wright, 11, from 
Somerset, who directed a pic- 
ture of himself abseiling. He 
won a £500 camera and tickets 
to the match. Runner-up Jack 
Pegram, 8, from Hertfordshire, 
won a £100 camera and rolls 


Freedom in Focus photos will be on show, free, at the Diorama 
Arts Centre, London, 30 October-18 November, followed by 
exhibitions in Birmingham, Edinburgh and Liverpool. Contact 
Lucy Hawkins at Leonard Cheshire, tel: 020 7802 8290. 


Number one: Stephen Lawley (right) with judge Heather Mills and 
Charles Baker of Leonard Cheshire’s Park House hotel 


of film. His picture caught the 
enthusiasm of wheelchair- 
using fans at a football match. 

Enthusiasm seemed to be 
the theme of the party. As 
Janice Scadden put it: “I don’t 
get out much, so today has 
been just wonderful.” 


‘Challenges’ (under 16) 
FIRST PRIZE 
Zac Walwyn 


JAMIE FACER 


Capital time: (Back row, | to r) Stephen Lawley, Graham Bool, 
Janice Scadden; (middle row, | to r) Gordon Gillespie, Alex 
Hovden, Zac Walwyn; (front, | to r) Jordan Wright, Jack Pegram 
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their mark 


ive shot: Zac Walwyn’s picture won the under-16 Challenges section Winning smiles: Graham Bool with Peter Beardsley Bool-ed over: Graham Bool’s winning image 


Now, isn’t that clever 
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Finger Joystick Single a: Eyeblink 
nterested? Call Now 01922 456882 
and start living a bit more independently! ee en OReS 
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26 Paralympics preview 


The ones to watcn 


@ Visually impaired judo ace 
Simon Jackson (below) is in 
his usual confident mood. 
Jackson, 28, of Rochdale, is 
three times Paralympic 
champion and is unbeaten in 
12 years. A recent hamstring 
injury has meant cutting down 
on his five hours a day 
training, but he says: “It will 
not affect me. I will still win. 


When there’s a big crowd I 


want to show I can do it.” 

e Wheelchair racer Tanni 
Grey-Thompson (right), 31, of 
Birmingham, will compete in 
the 100m, 200m, 400m and 
800m. She already has five 
Paralympic golds. 

Having broken the 400m 
world record in August, she 
says: “I am pushing the 
quickest I have ever gone. It’s 
just a question of whether that 
is fast enough. And it’s going 
to be a big challenge to 
compete this late in the year.” 
e Visually impaired runner 


Noel Thatcher, 34, of Harlow 
in Essex, took golds in the 
5,000m and 10,000m in 
Atlanta. “It’s difficult this 
season because the Games 
come six weeks after the 
domestic season has finished. 
But I’m quietly confident and 
feel fresh and healthy.” 
e@ Wheelchair sprinter David 
Holding (below right), 32, of 
Kettering, won gold in the 
100m last time. He will be 
taking part in the 100m and 
200m sprints. 

He says: “I’m practising 
starting and other things to 


improve sprinting. 

“Last year I went to New 
Zealand and Australia for three 
weeks. I don’t think climate 
will have any impact.” 

e@ Wheelchair user Deanna 
Coates, 46, of Yately, has won 
shooting golds in the last three 
Paralympics and she wants to 


get a fourth this time. 

“I came back from the 
German Open with silver in 
August. I’m training six times a 
week,” she says. “This will be 
my last Paralympics. It’s time 
to go into coaching and help 
others achieve what I have.” 

e Visually impaired swimmer 
Melanie Easter (above right), 
24, of Kenilworth in 
Warwickshire, will take part in 
the 50m, 100m and 400m 
freestyle, 100m butterfly and 
200m individual medley. She 
won five golds at the European 
Championships last year and 
hopes to defend her 400m 
Paralympic title. 

She has been training in a 
pool at a high-performance 
centre at the University of Bath 
since February. 

She says: “I broke the 400m 
freestyle world record in June. 
As long as I defend my 
Paralympic 400m title this time 


---FOCUSING on OUR Children 


Disabled Living Advice and Help Desk 
Free Training and Education Seminars 


Competitions and Fun Activities 


Celebrity Appearances.....And Much More 
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8th & 9th November 2000 


Wariety Club 


The Greatest Children’s Charity in the World 


For further information and/or free advance tickets call The Kid-E-Quip Hotline on 
Tel 01282 455528 Fax 01282 451608 


Pll be happy.” 

e Visually impaired 
swimmer Chris Holmes, 
28, of London, won three 
golds in Atlanta and six 
in Barcelona. 

He will be going for the 
50m and 100m freestyle, 
100m backstroke, 200m 
individual medley and the 
4x100m medley relay. 

He says: “Lottery money 
helps to pay for training 
and to get the physio and 
sports science back-up that 
you need.” 

e Powerlifter Emma Brown 
(below), 21, of Pontypridd, 


who is a wheelchair user, 
will be in the over-82 kilo 
class. She is already world 
record holder in the under- 
75 and under-82. 

“I’m one of the hot 
favourites, but I will simply 
be aiming for a personal 
best,” she says. “I hope that 
will be a world record.” 


Others to look out for 

e Sprinter Lloyd Upsdell, 
17, of Great Dunnow, who 
has cerebral palsy, is in the 
100m and 200m. He is world 
champion in both. 

e Swimmer James Crisp, 
18, of Nottingham, who had 
polio as a child, is in the 
200m individual medley and 
100m backstroke. He is 
world champion in both. 

e Learning disabled swim- 
mer Tracy Wiscombe, 21, of 
Burntisland, won golds in 
the 50m and 100m freestyle 
in Atlanta. 

e Three times world 
champion cyclist Thomas 
Evans, 28, of Corby, who has 
cerebral palsy, is in the time- 
trial and road race. 

e Sprinter Caroline Innes, 
24, of Cupar, who has 
cerebral palsy, is in the 100m, 
200m and 400m. She won 
golds in the 100m in 
Barcelona and Atlanta. 

e Visually impaired runner 
Bob Matthews, 39, of 
Leamington Spa, is in the 
§,000m and 10,000m. 

He already has seven 
Paralympic golds. 


There have been 
one or two hiccups, 
but the British team 
is hopeful of a top 
three position in the 
medal table this 
time round. Rod 
Hermeston gauges 
ore-Paralympic 
feeling 


~~, ritain’s top disabled 
sports stars are all fired 


i up waiting for the 
moment when the Paralympic 
flame is set alight this month. 
The Sydney Games will be a 
massive event, with 4,000 
sportsmen and women 
participating. Britain will be 
taking 214 athletes and is 
aiming for 45 golds and a top 
three place in the overall medal 
table. Last time round, in 
Atlanta 1996, the Brits managed | 
39 golds, coming fourth. | 
While we may have done 
well in Atlanta, the British | 
Paralympic Association (BPA) 


‘It’s a very 
high-performance 
culture with very clear 
targets. You have to 
prove that you are a 
sound investment’ 


returned almost broke as it had 
to rely on sponsorship. 

It will cost £1m to send the 
team to Sydney this time, but 
things have changed because 
the BPA, athletes and many 
individual squads now get 
money from the National 
Lottery Sports Fund. 

Jane Swan, general secretary 
of the BPA, says the lottery 
funding has allowed the BPA to 
use the base camp on the Gold 
Coast, letting the majority of 
athletes to go out and get a 
taste of Australia. 

She says: “The money has 
pushed up standards among 
athletes in their approach to 
what they are doing and the 
quality of back-up staff.” 

Squads, too, have had to 
ensure standards are raised. 

“It’s a very high- 
performance culture with very 
clear targets. You have to prove 
that you are a sound 
investment,” Swan says. 

But everything is not rosy. 
Within the athletics team, 
which covers track and field 
events, there have been 
arguments about selection, 
leading to the resignation of 
team manager Phil Peat in July 
(DN, August). 

Peat believes that three 
athletes are being left behind 
who would be real medal 
contenders. One of them, Keith 
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striving for Sydney success 


Gardner, could have taken 
gold, he says, while some 
athletes who are going to 
Sydney will struggle. “At least 
half a dozen won’t get a sniff of 
the rostrum. We had said to 
everybody we would take the 
best team. To me that is clearly 
not the case.” 

Swan rejects Peat’s claims. 
“The process athletics went 
through was comprehensive 
and every athlete’s inclusion 
can be justified. It is always 
difficult when you have more 
athletes meeting the standards 


stronger paraplegic class. 

While Shannon will not be 
competing this time, Grey- 
Thompson says: “It doesn’t 
make it any easier that 
some of the problems over 
classification have not been 
sorted out.” 

Mats Laveborn, chief 
athletics classifier for the 
International Paralympic 
Committee, says that a protest 
at Shannon’s classification 
failed in Atlanta. 

He says: “I don’t think the 
system is working correctly, but 
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‘It doesn’t make it any easier that some 
of the problems over classification have not been 
sorted out for Sydney’ 


than Paralympic places.” 

Britain’s best-known 
disabled athlete Tanni Grey- 
Thompson says: “We are 
taking a large number of young 
athletes who need to be 
blooded at some point. We will 
only be able to tell when we 
come back whether it was a 
good selection decision.” 

Swan is also confident that 
the problems which arose in 
Atlanta will not recur. 

These included 
Paralympians being given filthy 
rooms vacated by the 
Olympians. The Sydney 
Paralympic and Olympic 


organising committees have 
been working closely together 
to prevent these kinds of 
difficulties, Swan says. 

But other problems which 
arose at Atlanta have not been 
resolved, says Grey- Thompson. 

She disputes whether Leanne 

‘Shannon, who won golds in the 
100m, 200m and 400m ahead 
of her in Atlanta, should have 
been classified in the same 
group as her rather than a 


Swimmingly good: Chris Holmes landed three golds in Atlanta 


Hot shot: Deanna Coates 


oss 


it is the one that we have.” 

There might be efforts to 
change things after Sydney 
in consultation with athletes, 
he adds. 

Whether that happens or 
not, this year’s competition is 
bound to be fierce. 

So make sure you 
share in some of the 
Paralympic magic and watch 
the Brits battling to be the 
wizards of Oz. 


Cooling off: runner Noel 
Thatcher, who took two golds 
in Atlanta 1996 


The 2000 Paralympics will 
take place in Sydney, 
Australia, 18-29 October. 

You can catch the action 
on BBC2, Radio Five Live 
and BBC Radio Four, or you 
can visit the website BBC 
Sport Online at 
www.bbc.co.uk/sport 

DN will carry pictures of 
the opening next month and 
a full report in December. 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


“The Miniflex powered wheelchair is so easy to 

i manoeuvre around the house with its front wheel 
drive and tight turning circle, and with a wheel size 
that ensures stability over carpeted or uneven flooring. 
There’s no need for modifications to your home. Its 

compact size allows the Miniflex to pass through 

patie standard size doorways and other confined spaces, 

— while the standard electric seat lift helps you to 

= | reach high storage areas. A flexible system of 

seating means that we can readily adapt the 

chair to suit your personal comfort and needs. 


For full details of the Euroflex Miniflex and other 
products return the completed coupon or 


call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


RAINBOW REHAB - FREEPOST 
THE COACH HOUSE - 134 PUREWELL 
CHRISTCHURCH - DORSET BH23 1BR 
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- door Berlingos FEL Low & Level floor 
reer en ea Ee -EV conversion in a vehicle for the 
14.,501. 71 - manual 5 speed 4k, 


_wheelchair passenger, increases 
- Petrol 1.41 (57” headroom) 


meey, ride comfort and 
Diesel and Automatic xe 
available. e O 


stability for the 
, passenger, whilst 
| travelling in the 


The Brotherwood O 
Conversion of ~ 
Volkswagen’s 


W 115pd injection 


MUTOMOBILITY "LIMITED 


diesel engine 
6 speed Phone now for more details and availability or 


manual gearbox ask for a information pack, on 


5 speed 01935 872603 
Tiptronic Fax: 01935 872853 
auto gearbox | Sroiabilty 

Uprated ACCREDITED 


suspension for 
improved handling 
With standard roof 
(54” headroom) 


Including raised roof (59” headroom) 


(4.9% interest P.A.F. on new vehicles) 
a 19.36 Manual 
- (Underwritten by CGU) 5 “eoaueue spéiral 1.4 RN or Diesel 1.9 RN 


Low & Level fl ie 
service oor (61” flat floor conversion) 


for the life of the vehicle. 


m Wy V.C.A. Type Approval 

x No, LC326/A/027. 
De Brotherwood conversion of 
ae eRe the a Sharan. 


| V.C.A. Type Approval 
< in progress. 
a_i Brotherwood conversion of 


is “nec the Renault Kangoo. 


sz 2 V.C.A. Type Approval 
a & No. LC334/A/035. 
— Brotherwood conversion of 
femmgesaun the Ege! ad og 


OF 
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Arts 29 


Dan Batten 
ee ears Ss ee | 


After winning the Daily 
Telegraph Open Mic slot at 
Edinburgh this year, I was 
expecting to be swept away ina 
hurricane of hilarity by 
Francesca Martinez’s recent 
performance at London’s 
Comedy Store. Sadly, the 
expected hurricane turned out 
to be more of a gentle breeze. 

A good comedian will make 
material they have repeated 
over and over sound fresh and 
natural every time. Francesca 
doesn’t seem to have this skill 
yet, so her act comes across as 
strangely tired. 

It is refreshing to see 
disability used positively in a 
comedy routine, and the gags 
are amusing to disabled people, 
but they didn’t convey 


themselves well enough to a 
non-disabled audience. There 
was polite, rather than 
hysterical, laughter from an 
audience that I think felt scared 
not to laugh rather than 
genuinely amused. 

It’s when Francesca moves 
away from disability and on to 
mainstream subjects that the 
laughs come easier. A rude joke 
or two about her dad and his 
discomfort when catching an 
adult film on TV with her in 
the same room hit the spot 
with everyone. 

After all the hype, I was 
disappointed. Francesca 
undoubtedly has plenty of 
talent, but she needs to change 
the audience’s view of her from 
funny disabled person to a 
funny person full stop. 

If this means dumping her 
disability material, I think she 
should. That’s not an easy task, 
but Francesca will surely be 
able to do it. 


Senya sensation 


Twenty-year-old Senya Roberts comes to our screens this month 
in the BBC drama series Hope and Glory. 

Senya plays 17-year-old Liana Andrews in the series starring 
Lenny Henry as the headmaster of a tough inner-city 
comprehensive. Liana, who is a wheelchair user, fights prejudice 


to be able to go to the school. 


This is the first TV acting role for the south Londoner who 
had polio as a child, but she is determined it won’t be her last. 
“It’s what I want to do. I can’t imagine doing anything else,” 


she says. 


Senya has been studying acting for the last four years and is 
determined that being “physically challenged” will not be a 


barrier to her acting ambitions. 


“T also do contemporary dance and opera singing. In the arts 
a lot is based on physical appearance and I am having some 
problems trying to convince people I can do the physicalities,” 
she admits. “But I was aware it was going to be difficult. 

“T want to be a classically trained actress and that’s what I’m 


going to do — get on with it.” 


ONY CRICKMAY 


Leaps and bounds: Candoco’s new show got a mixed response 


Libby Cross 
pe See See do: Sst a eee Rae 


Football, someone once said, is 
a game of two halves — and the 
same could well be said of 
dance company Candoco’s 
latest offering, which premiered 
at the Lowry in Salford Quays 
recently. 

The first half, 
choreographed by Javier de 
Frutos, and entitled | Hastened 
Through My Death Scene to 
Catch Your Last Act, was 
inspired by the American 
playwright Tennessee Williams. 

Quite where this connection 
lies is far from clear in the 
dance — a disjointed, 
impenetrable collection of 
movements accompanied by a 
monotonous and irritating 
soundtrack which added not a 
jot of understanding to what 
was happening onstage. 

Little by way of explanation 
is found in the programme 
notes in which de Frutos recites 
the kind of post-modern 


pretentious nonsense which 
gives so much of the 
contemporary arts a bad name. 
Only the dancers’ brief 
moments of grace and fluidity 
redeemed this section of the 
performance. 

By contrast, Sunbyrne was a 
delightful display of 
interpretive dance accompanied 
by music from the Beach Boys 
and David Byrne. 

Choreographed by Doug 
Elkins on a stage filled with the 
colours of summer, the dancers 
displayed playfulness, humour 
and an emotional intimacy 
which was a joy to watch. 

In sharp contrast to the first 
half, their dancing was 
exuberant and full of energy, 
and Elkins’ choreography 
provided set-pieces of stunning 
complexity which the dancers 
clearly enjoyed performing. No 
explanatory notes needed for 
this display. 

Give the first half a miss and 
simply enjoy the second — great 
music and great dance. 

On tour in the UK and abroad 
until 2 December, tel: 020 7704 
6845, fax: 020 7704 1645. 


Look out for 


e The Northcote Theatre, 
Exeter, has an audio-described 
performance of the Tennessee 
Williams classic The Glass 
Menagerie, 19 October at 
7.30pm. Tel: 01392 493493. 

e@ The Affordable Art Fair 
takes place in London’s 
Battersea Park, 26-29 October. 
The purpose of the fair is to make 
contemporary art accessible 
to as broad an audience as 
possible, and it features an 


installation made from flowers 
by Paralympian Tracey Lewis. 
For tickets, tel: 0115 912 9166. 
e Nottingham City Museums 
& Galleries have produced 
access guides, available in large 
print and on tape, for each of the 
seven sites within the museum 
service. Tel: 0115 915 3684. 

e Sound It Out’s Musical 
Connections project in 
Birmingham lets disabled 
participants have up to ten 
one-to-one music sessions with 
a professional. Call Sarah-Jane 
Watkinson for more details, 
tel: 0121 440 2522. 


Jane Shepherd 
bo a NE 209 


Forbidden Pleasures (C4, 26 
August) was a serious 
documentary dealing with 
the sexual needs of people 
with severe disabilities. Unlike 
last month’s dreadful Freak 
Out, it dealt sensitively with 
the dilemma some people 
face and gave these issues a 
long overdue airing. 

BBC1 dipped its toe into 
accessible India (Holiday, 
Tuesdays) when Andrew 
Healey investigated it “on 
behalf of the disabled” 
(Radio Times). He hurtled 
round and got “Delhi belly”. 
Rather him than me. 

Whatever happened to 
that nice Alice Beer? Well, 
she presents Real Rakeovers 
on daytime TV now (BBCI, 
Tuesdays). This gardening 
equivalent of Changing 
Rooms shows what can be 
done by a team of men (cut- 
off jeans/bulging muscles — 
you get the picture). In half- 
an-hour (yes, really) they 
transformed a garden into a 
wonderful sensory experience 
for a man who’d been 
blinded in a rugby accident. 
And all this with no sign of 
Charlie Dimmock and her 
unsupported bazoomas. 

Robson Green no doubt 
boosted the ratings in Blind 
Ambition (ITY, 6 
September), in which he 
played an athlete blinded in 
an accident. Full marks to 
the production team for 
employing a disabled person 
to play a disabled person. 
Apart from that I was 
unimpressed. 

Your Voice, Your Vote 
(C4, 11-15 September) was 
an interesting slice of 
opinions from people with a 
learning disability. Robert 
Ebanks argued for a tram 
system in London — John 
Prescott please take note — 
while Laura Morelli 
explored the benefit trap for 
people wanting to take paid 
work. Inspiring stuff. 

I was looking forward to 
Watchdog Healthcheck 
(BBC1, Mondays) as they 
were doing post-polio 
syndrome, a subject close to 
my heart. Gaby Roslin put 
me off when she talked about 
people having symptoms 
“years after they thought 
they’d been cured”. Cured? 
I don't think so! It was more 
a case of some people not 
being as badly affected in the 
first place. However, as with 
Forbidden Pleasures, it gave 
the subject an airing. 

Jane Shepherd is a guest 
reviewer. 
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It’s all downhill from here 


Ever looked longingly at those mountain scenes but thought skiing was out of the question? Dan Batten is 


pleased to find that, with the help of some adaptive equipment, the slopes can be en| 


3 ou’re bored with your 


¥ existing hobbies. You’ve 

3. made countless 147 
breaks at snooker and land fish 
the size of Jaws every time you 
go angling. 

You need something to get 
the adrenalin pumping again. 
What can you do? Well, how 
about donning your salopettes 
and goggles and hitting the 
slopes for a spot of skiing? 

This may sound extreme, 
but it’s a distinct possibility for 
most disabled people. 

There are two groups which 
oversee what is known as 
“adaptive skiing” in the UK — 
the British Ski Club for the 
Disabled (BSCD) and the Uphill 
Ski Club of Great Britain. 

“In Europe, your choice is 
really restricted to joining a 
group run by either of us,” says 
Christine Fletcher of the Uphill 
Ski Club. 

“Virtually anyone can ski,” 
she adds. “You might be able to 
use a regular set of skis with 
guides to support you or you 
could choose from a variety of 
adapted equipment.” 

These adaptations come in 
four main forms. The first 
option is a “three-track”, 
designed for people who have 
one leg or one leg stronger than 
the other. To get yourself going, 
you use one ski and two 


THE UPHILL SKI CLUB 


Sit back and relax: Seated skis are available if you are unable to stand 


outriggers, which are forearm 
crutches that have ski tips on 
their bases. Other than the 
outriggers, there are no other 
extra bits and pieces needed. 
There is also a “four-track”, 
where you use two skis and 
outriggers or a walker to 
accompany you. A bungee cord 
or metal “ski bra” can be tied 


KOLLER manufacture 
and sell a whole range 
of equipment to make 
life easier and safer 
for the wheelchair 
user, including: 
® Portable Ramps for 
easier access 


@ Wheelchair Headrests 
for comfort and added 
safety. 


® A comprehensive range 
of wheelchair/occupant 
restraints for accessible 
vehicles, tested to the 
latest safety standards. 


For more information and a FREE brochure 


Telephone: 01935 426695 + Fax 01935 433766 


Email: koller.engineering@virgin.net 
Trade enquiries welcome * Major credit cards accepted 


Koller Engineering Ltd. Unit 3, Edward Close, 


Houndstone Business Park, YEOVIL 


Somerset, BA22 8RU. 


you sit in a rigid seat mounted 
on two asymmetrically cut skis. 
You have a choice of using 
hand-held outriggers or ones 
fitted to the bi-ski to get 
moving. 

This is a more stable choice 
than the “mono-ski”, which is a 
single ski attached to a 
moulded seat, similar to a 
toboggan, operated with hand- 
held outriggers. You need a lot 
of strength and balance to 
control a mono-ski, so you'll 
probably have to build up to 


a spot of skiing? 


between the skis to give you 
more control over the direction 
you travel in. This method is 
most suited to people who have 
difficulty with walking, balance 
or lateral movement. 

You don’t have to be able to 
walk to join in the fun, though; 
you can also ski sitting down. 
You can use a “bi-ski”, where 


POWER TO BE 


David needs an adoptive/ 
long-term foster family. 
David is an Angolan/ 
Portuguese child, of the 
catholic faith. David needs a 
2-parent family that reflects 
his ethnic background. 


David is an engaging, 
energetic and rewarding 
child who has an autistic 
spectrum disorder. David 
uses sign language, pictures, 
body language and 
behaviour to communicate 
his needs. 


David is an active child who enjoys playing outside, swimming and 
music. His favourite toys are his hand drums and tambourine. David 
sleeps through the night and needs limited support with personal care. 


He needs a family who can understand and meet his special needs. It 
is essential that his carers are able to provide a consistent approach 

to his parenting and are able to implement firm boundaries. Limited 

direct contact with his birth mother is proposed. 


If you want to find out more about David or other children 
who need permanent families, please 
contact Aggie Lynch on 020 7974 3422 


Bg 
fax: 020 7974 6799. = 2 Camden 


oyed by most people 


using this type of equipment. 
“Most mono-skiers become 
very independent because of 
the confidence and skill they 
need to do it,” says Christine. 
You'll also need the right 
clothes — an old anorak and a 
pair of tracksuit bottoms just 
won't do. It may sound strange, 
but you’ll get extremely hot out 
there in the snow. You can 
choose from a whole range of 
outfits specially designed to 
help your skin breathe while 
you’re skiing, including some 


‘You need something to get the adrenalin pumping 
again. What can you do? Well, how about donning 
your salopettes and goggles and hitting the slopes for 


Slope success: a ski class run by British Columbia firm Power to Be 


very nifty all-in-one suits. 

But before you go sloping 
off to your nearest ski shop to 
buy any of the gear, make sure 
your choice of equipment is 
right for you because the price 
of skis and clothing could 
send your bank account all 
of a shiver. 

“Tt’s essential that you attend 
practice sessions before you 
consider buying equipment,” 
says Geoff Andrews of the 
BSCD, which runs sessions on 
dry slopes throughout the UK, 
so you can try out equipment 
before you buy. Trained guides 
will be able to help you find 
what method of skiing is best 
for you. 

The Uphill Ski Club has an 
adaptive ski school in the 
Cairngorms near Aviemore in 
Scotland and grants are 
available from them if you 
can’t afford the whole trip 
yourself. 

Once you’re sure the slopes 
are for you, you may want 
to go abroad to get some good 
skiing in. 

“There are excellent facilities 
for disabled skiers in many 
North American ski resorts, 


iii a 
DisabilityNow October 2000 


Skiing 31 


‘There are excellent 

facilities for disabled 
skiers in many North 
American ski resorts’ 


ee Peak practice: an Uphill Ski Club member gets to grips with the snow 


a 4 ee: ‘ THE UPHILL SKL-CLUB 


e The British Ski Club for the Disabled, Hillingdon Ski Centre, Park Road, Gatting Way, Uxbridge, 
Middlesex UB8 1NR, tel: 01895 271104. 

e The Great Northern Winter Sports Show 2000, G-Mex, Manchester, 20-22 October, will have all 
the latest ski and snow equipment on display. Disabled people get half-price entry for the first hour 
(2pm-3pm) and will have the chance to win a ten-day ski holiday for two in Winter Park and 
Steamboat, Colorado. For more details, tel: 0114 276 6654. 

e Power To Be, www.powr2b.com, e-mail: powertobe@seaside.net 

e For information on facilities in the Rocky Mountains go to www.rockies.com 

e@ Check out Stacy Kohut’s progress at www.dizabled.com/stacy_kohut.html 

e The Uphill Ski Club of Great Britain, 6a Emson Close, Saffron Waldon, Essex CB10 1HL, 

tel: 01799 525406. 

e Wearable sells clothes designed for disabled skiers, tel: 0141 774 9000, e-mail: 
enquiries@wearableclothing.com 


now easy: walkers are available if balance is a problem 


ncluding Breckenridge, Winter 


ark and Sunday River,” says 
*hristine. Retaining independence and MOUNTWAY 
The British Columbia-based dignity greatly enhance one’s 
ompany Power To Be has quality of life. 
wo adaptive ski resorts in 
Mount Washington and 7 j oe 
Whistler/Blackcomb, Canada, PUTS YOU oo 8 / on 8 IN CONTROL 
Sige oye ES ag For all of us, privacy when Be | @ Discreet 
he winter. nae re rt . 
“We make sure everyone gets using the toilet is of primary : po JE 4 ©) Stylish & Modern 
he same amount of pleasure concern. The Mountway Solo ae wie oat @ Hygienic 
rom skiing, whatever level Toilet Lift is a new concept - a Ee Easy to use 
hey’re at,” says Power To Be slimline and battery-operated, it : : @ Simple to install 
lirector and co-founder Tim ; rea : 
eats is both neat and discreet. adi eo . | @ Lifts a person up to 25 stone 
If you’re still doubtful, look Specially designed to lift you on — . i : a @ value for money 
10 further than wheelchair user and off the toilet, it blends into : ft . -— 
tacy Kohut. its surroundings, causing no 


Stacy, from Canada, 
pecialises in sit-skiing and is a 
Winter Paralympic gold 
nedallist who has twice been 
oted Canadian ski team racer 
»f the year. 

“T want to push the limits of 
vhat is possible in disability 
port,” he says. 

You may never get as far as 
he Paralympics, but you can 


embarrassment. 


ee 


lefinitely have some fun in the . es Biingiip independence to life 


now. So splash out on a ski 01495 718000 


uit and hit the mountains. 
You’re sure to have a n-ice time. 
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32 Just the job 


Getting a job can be child’s play 


It’s a perfect time to 
think about working 
with children, says 
Sally Brown 


~g- f you’ve ever fancied 

F becoming a childcare 

®. worker, then there has never 
been a better time to start. The 
Government’s National 
Childcare Strategy aims 
to provide childcare for one 
million children by 2003 — and 
they’re backing it up with £5m 
of funding. 

The Government’s Be 
Someone To Look Up To 
campaign launched in July 
aims to find 83,000 new 
childcare, early years and play 
workers over the next three 
years. The campaign is 
specifically designed to recruit 
from groups currently under- 
represented in the profession, 
including men and disabled 
people. 

Childcare jobs range from 
working in a nursery, playgroup 
or playscheme to childminding 
from your own home or 
nannying in someone else’s. 
Wages varies from a few pounds 
an hour for childminding to a 
first nursery salary of £8,000pa 
rising to £18,000 for a manager 
of a small nursery or £25-30,000 
for the manager of a “chain” 
nursery. 

Qualifications are not 
always necessary, but they will 


increase your chances of getting 
a job. Currently 50 per cent of 
staff at a nursery must have a 
qualification or be working 
towards one. 

The most widely recognised 
childcare qualification is the 
full-time, two-year Diploma in 
Childcare and Education 
(DCE), previously known as 
the Nursery Nursing 
Examination Board (NNEB). 
At present childminders do not 
need qualifications, although 
they receive some training when 
they register, but childminding 


‘The children get a lot 
from me. They’ve 

never had the experience 
of being with 

someone who uses a 
wheelchair before’ 

FEN Ee 


qualifications such as the 
Introducing Childminding 
Practice (ICP) are available and 
may become compulsory from 
next year. 

There are three levels of 
on-the-job training available in 
childcare under the National 
Vocational Qualifications 
(NVQ) system (SNVQ in 
Scotland). No formal 
qualification is necessary to 
apply and training can be in the 
evenings or via distance 
learning. 

Rebecca Castle is deputy 
leader at a pre-school nursery 


The Montana Accessible People Carrier 


High quality with easy access & excellent visibility for the 
wheelchair user. 
4 or 5 luxury seats plus a generous wheelchair space. 


Standard features include: 


Options include: 
Automatic transmission 
Metallic paint 

5! seat 

Air suspension 


We also convert other models 
including Mercedes Benz, 
Volkswagen, Peugeot & Ford. 


Used vehicles? Yes, various 
models from £3,000 - £15,000 
all with full service, MOT & 
warranty. 


Low floor & lightweight ramp 
Air conditioning 

Electric windows 

and mirrors 

Central locking 

Tinted windows 

Power steering 


For further details please ring David or Paul on 


01626 853050 
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in Basingstoke, Hampshire. 
Twenty-one-year-old Rebecca, 
who is a wheelchair user, 
always wanted to work with 
children and so, after gaining 
GCSEs and a GNVQ, she 
attended a two-year, full-time 
Diploma in Nursery Nursing 
course. Rebecca believes that 
being a wheelchair user can be 
an advantage when working 
with children. 

“They get a lot from me 
because I’m at their eye level. 
They love pushing me and they 
enjoy it because they’ve never 
had the experience of being 
with someone who uses a 
wheelchair before,” she says. 

Rebecca admits that she had 
difficulty in finding accessible 
placements and it took a year 
to find her first job after 
qualifying. 

“When I went for interview 
people seemed to think that I 
couldn’t really do the job,” she 
says. “I had a lot of negative 
responses, but I just kept at it.” 

Now she’s in a job, she 
recommends it as a career. “I 
thoroughly enjoy it. And you 
keep active — you’re not just 
sitting at a desk.” 

When former clerical worker 
Doreen Pearce (below right) 
from York decided to return to 
work at the age of 41 she 
became a childminder because 
it fitted in well with caring for 
her own three children. 

Doreen, who is hearing 
impaired, registered with her 
local social services and took 
several childminding training 
courses. She is currently 
learning to become an 
accredited educational 
provider. 

Doreen had few problems 
training or finding clients but 
admits it can be difficult to 
speak to prospective employers 
on the phone. 

“Prejudices do occur simply 
because of that,” she admits. 
“However, if they come and 
visit personally, they realise 
that I can do the job well.” 

Not turning down her 
hearing aid quickly enough if a 


Shaping a career: Rebecca Castle with two-year-old Adam Taylor 


baby screams near her can also 
be a problem for Doreen, but 
she thinks children benefit from 


the total attention she gives to 
children. 

“Pm not like some other 
mums and adults who only half 
listen when children are talking 
to them,” she says. 

Doreen recommends 


childminding as a career “if you 
have the necessary qualities of 
patience, empathy, experience 
and so on.” But she feels that 
hearing impaired people must 
be able to speak and 
understand spoken language, 
because that is important for 
children’s development. 

Sue Griffin, national training 
and quality assurance manager 
for the National Childminding 
Association, welcomes the 
Government’s drive to recruit 
more disabled childcare 
workers. 

“We need a greater diversity 
of people who work with 
children,” she says. “It’s all part 
of showing children that 
disabled people can be active 
and take responsible roles.” 


Be Someone To Look Up To, tel: 0800 996600, www.dfee.gov.uk/childcarejobs 


www.childcarelink.gov.uk 


Council for Awards in Children’s Care and Education, tel: 01727 847636. 
Early Years Education, tel: 020 7539 5400. 
Early Years National Training Organisation, Pilgrims Lodge, Holywell Hell, St Albans, 

Hertfordshire AL1 1ER, tel: 01727 738300, website: www.early-years-nto.org.uk, or e-mail: 


enquiries@early-years-nto.org.uk 


Hospital Play Qualifications, tel: 020 7393 4444. 
For details of childcare courses in your area call learndirect, tel: 0800 100900. 

A good way to find out if you are really interested in working with children is to attend a four to 
six-week Making Choices orientation programme developed by the Early Years National Training 
Organisation (NTO) (0-8 yearsold) and the NTO for Sport, Recreation and Allied Occupations 


(8-14yrs), tel: 020 7388 7755. 


National Childminding Association, tel: 020 8464 6164. 


The Professional Association of Nursery Nurses, tel: 01332 372337. 
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Independent Living 33 


Adam Thomas and 
Agnes Fletcher pick 
out the best at 
Independent Living, 
Wembley 


here were hundreds of 

products and services to 

aid daily living at 
September’s Independent 
Living Exhibition at Wembley. 

The Sunrise “Home of 
Independence” aimed to show 
how a “normal” home can be 
adapted for comfortable living 
“without compromising the 
needs of other members of the 
household”. 

We went into the kitchen 
first, fitted by Paula Rosa 
Kitchens. The adjustable height 
worktop and electrically 
operated sink were good, but 
some of the drawers were quite 
stiff and we were shocked to see 


a pull-down, rather than side- 
opening, door on the oven — 
dangerous as well as difficult 
for many people. A phone call 
after the show reassured us that 
a side-opening model had been 
ordered but had not arrived in 
time. Phew! Paula Rosa 
Kitchens, tel: 01903 743322, 
fax: 01903 742140. 

Terry lifts can provide access 
if you have a pre-Part M 
property: Prices vary, but the 
model shown (top, right) costs 
around £4,000. No planning 
application is required and you 
can even take it with you if you 
move. Terry Group, tel: 01565 


Fitted up: Agnes at the Cyclone Mobility and Fitness stand 


Equipment for EeZee living 


650376, fax: 01565 755062. 

The bathroom products 
were from the Merlin range 
and included bath and shower 
boards, bath seats, grab rails 
and a bath lifter. The bedroom 
had a Merlin linked bed raiser, 
mattress variator and nursing 
pillow, and the sitting room 
featured a Coopers riser 
recliner chair. All from Sunrise 
Medical, tel: 01384 446688 or 
www.sunrisemedical.co.uk 

We found John Rees, the 
inventor of the HAL2000 — 
Home Automated Living 
hardware and software — in the 
Sunrise Home. This is a 
brilliant system for all sorts of 
people. 

It sends signals through the 
mains, allowing you to switch 
on, open, lift or lower things 
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from afar. The system can be 
set in various configurations, 
including “security”, which 
might turn off lights, lock 
doors and windows and close 
curtains. “Romantic” mode 
dims the lights, and switches on 
the CD and gas fire — very 
Austin Powers! You can even 
call up the system on your way 
home and set the bath running 
and the towel rail heating up. 
It’s operated through a PC, a 
keyboard, a telephone, the 
television or by voice. Magic! 
Sunrise Medical or Smarta 
Systems, tel: 01792 818184 or 
www.smartasystems.co.uk 


psec 


sampling the personal fitness equipment, tel: 0700 292 5663. 


The Formula First system 
from Chiltern Invadex was 
introduced to the public at the 
exhibition. This is an alliance 
of companies, financial 
advisers and community nurses 
aiming to provide a seamless 
service to the user. Targeted at 
older people, it helps maintain 
independence through 
counselling, assessments, and 
professional care plans 
including home adaptation and 
equipment supply. Chiltern 
Invadex, freephone: 0800 097 
7555, www.formula-first.co.uk 

We test-drove the Pride 
scooter from Gerald Simonds, 
costing £1,899 (below left). It 
can go for about 25 miles on 
the flat before recharging and 
dismantles to go into a car. 
Tel: 01296 380200, fax: 01296 
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380279. 

Seventy per cent of 
wheelchair users with a 
neuromuscular condition 
cannot get in and out of their 
own homes independently. This 
outrageous statistic lies behind 
the launch of the Muscular 
Dystrophy Adaptations 
Manual, written by Philippa 
Harpin. The book is based on 
her 23 years of working with 
people with neuromuscular 
impairments, their families and 
occupational therapists (OTs). 
One chapter shows OTs how to 
act as advocates for disabled 
people in getting what they 
need for their home. 
£10 to Muscular Dystrophy 
Campaign members, £25 to 
others, tel: 020 7720 8055S. 

It’s difficult not to find some 
of the gear at exhibitions, and 
the names the manufacturers 
use for them, just a little 
amusing. We were intrigued to 
hear of a “senior bathroom” 
(respect due). And we must 
mention the “EeZee Wee” 
cushion from South African 
Mouldmed Healthcare (tel: 00 
27 833 759 630), so you can do 
exactly what you do on the can! 

We were pleased to hear that 
first-time exhibitor Tri-Care 
Developments (tel: 01352 
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Old becomes new: Adam tries out the Terry lift 


780020) is working on a padded 
fold-down shower seat. That’s 
one sale then! 

One travel-oriented option is 
the new Mangar Handy Bather, 
weighing only 2kg and small 
enough to pack in an overnight 
bag. It inflates to provide a 
strong, stable seat. £499 
(special offer until 31 December 
2000), tel: 01544 267674, 
website: www.mangar.co.uk 

Uniscan is about to launch 


Be just like a Balder 
Owner - don’t 
settle for second 
best. Experience 
the amazing 
Balder Finesse soon. 

Models to suit 
all ages. 


Call Today 


01256 767181 


Oaklands House, Sheldons Lane, 
Hook, RG27 9LH 
Fax: 01256 768887 


the new Triumph range of tri- 
walkers, which include a 
folding seat for the ultimate in 
walk, rest, walk technology. 
Expected to cost around £175, 
tel: 01268 419288. 


For details of Independent 
Living Birmingham, 29-30 
November, tel: 020 7874 0200, 
fax: 020 7874 0313, e-mail: 
emapx@bhotmail.com. To order 
free tickets, tel: 0870 751 1437. 
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A staple-less stapler and a self-propelling 
vacuum cleaner? Laura Strong finds 


ne eakrecaie schataetts deryes test datasteeatttetet saereaers 


Xie to take some 


products that are a dream come true 
Wi the hassle out 


e hoovering? Try 


ore s new self-propelled 
vacuum cleaner, the Cyclone 
Power Self-Propelled 1910 
(below), which takes only a 
light touch to make it move and 
will be just the job for 
anyone who tires easily or has 
dexterity problems. The cleaner 
doesn’t need bags and has a fil- 
ter system which will help if 
you have asthma. £199, tel: 
01780 722007 for stockists. 


rex he stylish new 

Ocean cata- 
logue has quite a 
few items that you might 
find useful and like the 
look of. 

For gardeners, 
Ocean is offering a 
cool-looking kneel- 
ing mat that’s 
made of tough 
foam and will 
help if you need 
to kneel down 
for lengthy 


periods. (£14.95). 
For the house, 
practical “turtles” for tidying 
up stretches of dangerous cable 
if the flex on electrical equip- 
ment is too long (£4.95 or 
£8.95). 
iheremare 
handy 


there are 


also 
(i stickers to put on 
ij plugs to show what 
they actually connect 
to — so if you have prob- 
lems seeing into dark 
corners, you need 
no longer worry 
about pulling out 
the plug for your 
» alarm clock 
and having to 
reset it (£5.95 for 
72 stickers cover- 
ing 60 different 
appliances). 
For anyone who 
has problems fid- 
dling around with 
staples, Ocean’s sta- 
ple-less stapler will be 
just the thing. All you 
do is slide in the paper 
and push the stapler 
down -— it joins the 
sheets by cutting and 
folding them together 
tightly (£9.95). 
For a catalogue, tel: 
0870 242 6283 or visit 
www.oceancatalogue.com 


Want to get 


jer a will be fun 
eT for all the family 
now that the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind 
(RNIB) has added some new 
easy-to-see, tactile Slade games 
to its catalogue (above right). 
The range now includes snakes 
and ladders, backgammon and 
ludo. Prices start at £8.40, 
RNIB customer SETVICES, 
tel: 0845 702 3153, minicom: 
0845 758 5691, e-mail: 


cservices@rnib.org.uk 
keyboard (right) 


ome from Keytools if you 


are visually impaired or have 
dexterity problems. The black 
and white lettering and keys are 
much bigger than usual, and 
the keyboard is uncluttered 
because the manufacturers have 
cut out all the obscure keys you 
rarely use. The keyboard takes 
up no more space than a con- 
ventional one. From £129.95 
plus VAT, Keytools, PO Box 
700, Southampton SO17 1LQ, 
tel: 023 8058 4314, e-mail: 
info@keytools.com, 
website: www.keytools.com 


4 Be the BigKeys LX 


out and about “ 
in comfort & a 
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&V CLASS 


“A universal new way to enjoy your freedom” 
The new freedom range from universal. 


SALES HOTLINE: 0845 7413348 ::;:« 


worried 
. about collapsing 

somewhere in your 
house, in the bathroom, for 
example, and emergency help 
not being able to reach you, 
Dual Door could give you 
peace of mind. 

It works just like a normal, 
inward-opening door but also 
incorporates an outward-open- 
ing panel so people can get 
access if you’re unable to let 
them in. 

Doors are made to measure 
and at the moment are taking 
around three weeks to deliver. 
£265 plus VAT, more details 


if, you’re 


from Crescent Building 
Supplies, Crescent Parade, Long 
Lane, Uxbridge Road, 


Hillingdon, Middlesex UB10 


FIAT SCUDO 


“This is a trademark of Motabili ity: registered charitynumber 299745 used under licence 


focal rate 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 
Tel: 01484 400795 * Fax: 01484 4.00796 ° Website: www.unimob.co.uk 


nonsense 
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converstones 


OLG, tel: 01895 813528, fax: 
01895 813877. 


ulton has launched 

se ie new umbrella that 
not only protects you 

from the rain but will also help 
you attract attention if you are 
ill or afraid. The Fulton SOS 
Alarm has a 90-decibel alarm 
in its handle which can be 
turned on by pressing a button. 
£12, available from John Lewis 
Partnership stores, tel: 020 7828 
1000, and other major retailers. 


ie we on the verge 
g A of having a kettle 
that is accident proof? 

Footballer-turned-inventor 
Len Hill first designed the 
Winston kettle to save energy 
and reduce waste — in trials it 
cut a household energy bill by 
£50 a year — but then realised it 
was safer to use than a conven- 
tional kettle. 

The Winston is connected to 
the mains and water supply via 
its base, which is fixed to the 
kitchen worktop. The kettle 
pours by pivoting on its base, 
so it never needs to be lifted 
and there are no trailing flexes 
to cause accidents. Len is now 
looking for a manufacturer to 
produce his design. For more 
intone ge tel: 01633 400873. 
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Your home, your choice 


sonya Roberts and Helen Honour report on Scope’s involvement in two 
initiatives to give disabled people more choice over their home environment 


Celebrity designer launches DIY partnership 


Celebrity designer Laurence 
Llewellyn-Bowen has 
launched a new partnership 
between DIY giant B&Q, 
Scope, The Cedar Foundation 
and Capability Scotland to 
create more opportunities for 
disabled people to live 
independently. 

Laurence launched the 


_ partnership by encouraging 


people to take part in a series 
of successful fundraising 
collections outside B&Q 
stores in September. He said: 
"T am asking all DIY 
enthusiasts to help give 
disabled people more choice 
and control over their lives 
and homes so that they can 
design their own future." 

B&Q stores are joining 
forces with disabled people in 
local groups affiliated to the 
charities. B&Q will help 
disabled people in the 
community by supporting 
local projects that promote 
independent living and 
disabled people will advise 
local B&Q stores on their 
customer needs. 


York Cerebral Palsy, a 
group affiliated to Scope, has 
teamed up with a new B&Q 
Warehouse. Dave Hayes 
from the group said: 

"B&O recognises that 
disabled people can and want 
to do things for themselves. 
The new warehouse in York is 
a great example of design for 
everyone, there’s information 
available in a variety of 
formats, counters at 
wheelchair height and 
portable induction loops for 
people with hearing 
impairments." 


Dave is excited by the 
potential of the newly 
established local partnership: 

"It’s proving to be of great 
mutual benefit. We’re helping 
them with advice on customer 
needs, and together we’re 
looking into local 
employment opportunities 
for disabled people and 
setting up new fundraising 
opportunities." 

Bonnie Clayton, Corporate 
Fundraiser at Scope who 
helped set up the partnership, 
says: "It’s a real win, win 
partnership, with the charities 
gaining vital funds to improve 
their services for disabled 
people, disabled people 
enjoying greater opportunities 
to live independently and 
B@Q learning more about 
the needs of their disabled 
customers. We hope that 
Be&Q’s commitment to 
disabled customers sets an 
example to other businesses 
so that disabled people are 
valued and able to make their 
own lifestyle choices." 


Dave fe: from York Geena pas meeting with Ian Smith, 
General Manager of B&Q’s York Warehouse. 


Keep it all ‘In Good Repair’ 


Too often disabled people in 
need of essential repairs or 
adaptations to their house, 
have to move or put up with 
living in unsatisfactory 
conditions. 
That’s why two 
national charities 
Scope and 

Care & Repair 
England have 
teamed up to 


people, both 
homeowners and 
tenants, who want 

to carry out repairs, 
adaptations and 
improvements to their home. 
It is especially helpful for 
those on a low income. Set 
out in a clear, easy-to-read 


‘format, the guide provides 


detailed answers to some of 
the most commonly asked 
questions such as: Where do 
I find the money to pay for 


on 


adaptations and repairs? 
How do I employ a builder? 
Who can help me sort out the 
work that needs to be done? 
Pensioners Mr & Mrs 
Thornhill were 
parted for 
nearly a year 
and a half after 
his stroke as 
their home of 
37 years was 


produce a free no longer 
self-help guide suitable for 
entitled ‘In Good his needs. 
Repair’. antl He is now a 
The guide is for , wheelchair 
disabled and older In Good Repair [APN 


stay together 
in their home 
the couple 
needed to build a ground- 
floor extension for a bedroom 
and shower room costing 
over £20,000. 

Mrs Thornhill says: "At the 
beginning of all this I was 
devastated. I thought I was 
going to lose my home. We 
looked into selling our house 
and buying a bungalow. But 
the difference between the 


SCOPE 


cost of our house and an 
adapted bungalow was 
something like £50,000." 

Mrs Thornhill, in her late 
60’s, was making a 20-mile 
round trip two or three times 
a week to see her husband in 
a residential care home. With 
the help of Care & Repair 
Coventry, £20,000 was 
secured in grants and from 
various charities to make 
necessary adaptations to their 
home. Family and friends 
raised the final £2,500. 

Mrs Thornhill says: "I 
Good Repair is a vital tool 
for guiding people through 
the minefield of different 
organisations they may need 
to contact. People living in 
areas where there are no 
home improvement agencies 
will really find it useful." 

Free copies of ‘In Good 
Repair’ are available to 
individuals by contacting 
Scope on 020 7619 7100 or 
Foundations on 
01457 891 909. It’s also 
available on tape, disc and in 
large print. 


Scope National Conference 


“Equal Voices — the role of communication 
in achieving equality.” 


Friday 3 November 2000 
The Paragon Hotel, London SW6 


Speakers include: 

Caroline Gooding, Special Advisor, Disability Rights 
Commission; Lee Jasper, Senior Policy Advisor — 
Equalities, Greater London Authority; Mik Scarlett, 
TV Presenter, Journalist, Rock Star; Chris Moon, 
Campaigner, Runner. 


For details, fax this coupon to 020 7619 7380, or post it 
to Scope Conference, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


Conference Hotline 020 7619 7373. 
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PassING 


i memoir Of ¢ 


fOR NORMal 


IM PULSION 


ourette’s syndrome is an 
inherited condition 
which includes sudden 


movements and noises which 
are experienced as irresistible. 
Obsessions commonly go 
together with these to create a 
clinical picture which defies 
classification as neurological or 


takes us into her world, leaving 
us with an idea of how it must 
feel to live with a constant pres- 


sure cooker of rituals and urges. 


Amy writes excellently. She 
describes phases in her life 
including denial, criticism from 
others, anger, confrontations 
(including a passage where she 


fact that he, too, has some 
Tourette’s symptoms). 

She describes diagnosis, 
treatment, meeting others with 
Tourette’s, relationships and her 
career. In some ways, it’s a 
parable of the human condition 
— coming to terms with 
disabilities and mortality and 


@@ A life with far more to It 


The newspapers have had a 
field day. Amy is attractive and 
outwardly self-confident but ha: 
such a “mysterious and awful” 
illness. This is the “beauty and 
the beast” juxtaposition that the 
public love and it makes much 
better copy than the mundane 
struggles of most people with 


Tourette’s syndrome. 
Here lies a contradiction for 


confronts her father with the getting something from life. 


amy wilensky 


psychiatric. Amy Wilensky 


me. Amy is a writer who needs 
to court the publicity machine. 
The media are keen to pursue a 
narrative which sells papers but 
doesn’t always serve the needs 
of people with disabilities. This 
has sparked a healthy debate 
within the Tourette Syndrome 
Association (UK), between 
those who think that any 
publicity is good and those wh« 
are highly selective in 
approaching the media. Amy 
herself is well aware of this 
contradiction and I think she 
has got the balance right. 

I read Passing for Normal 
within 24 hours and it 
fascinated me, even though I 
am sure Tourette’s is only one 
part of Amy’s life. Her mother 
didn’t recognise her from the 
book, saying “but your life has 
far more to it than Tourette’s” 

Whatever your view, this is a 
gripping read and a marvellous 
insight into a condition that 
many find hard to understand. 
£9.99, Scribner 

Hugh Rickards 

Consultant in neuropsychiatry, 
Queen Elizabeth Psychiatric 
Hospital, Birmingham 


Nil Advance 
Rental 
on selected 
new Daewoos 


@ The Irish 
publisher New 
Island Books has 
launched a new 
series of highly 
readable novellas 
aimed at adults with lexan 
difficulties. The first five 
specially commissioned titles 
include Not Just for Christmas 
by Roddy Doyle. £4.99 each. 

e Barrington Stoke, publisher 
of books for reluctant readers, 
is to launch a new list for 
13-16-year-olds with a low 
reading age. Titles include 
Falling Awake by Vivian French 
—a psychological thriller with 
an anti-drugs message. All have 
clear layout, short chapters and 
exciting plots. There is also a 
parent pack with 
information on 
reading. For this 
and a book list, 
send an SAE 
with 77p in 
stamps to 
Barrington Stoke, 10 Belford 
Terrace, Edinburgh EH4 3DQ. 


All new Daewoos include as standard: 
* Power steering ¢ Dual airbags (exc. Korando & Musso) * Immobiliser 


¢ Tinted glass * RDS radio/cassette stereo system 


DAEWOO MOTABILITY CARS COME WITH: 
Years servicing ¢ FREE Advanced Driving Course 


3 Years Daewoo Total AA cover in association with the 


a os 3 Years insurance (contract hire only) __ Institute of Advanced Motorists 


Cert read 
Wont read 


For more information about Daewoo Motabili lease call free on: 


0800 30 99 03 
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Fun and games 37 


Candid Dan DN’s crossword 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 

Be rational. A business 
m= decision is needed, but 
avoid the 20th when the full 
moon opposes your sign. Take 
things slowly and plan ahead. 

“SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 

Romance will develop, so 

strike now but don’t be 
overbearing. You’ll have a lot of 
energy, so make the most of it. 
SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 

You feel stuck in a rut. 
Things moving slowly will 
cause frustration. Dream, but 
don’t act. Keep concentrating. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
Those closest may be 
expecting more than you 
can deliver. Concentrate on 
practical activities rather than 
those needing thought. 
AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 
WW Someone close to you may 
have cold feet about your 
project. Don’t push too much. 
Listen to them and compromise. 
PISCES (20 Feb-20 Mar) 
You can influence others 
on a personal level but 
don’t get ahead of yourself. Be 
aware of pitfalls. Don’t aim for 
the wrong goal. Talk to friends. 
ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 
Avoid overconfidence on 
the 20th. Make sure your 
plan is fool proof. Frustrations 
may be a warning of something 
bigger needing attention. 
TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 
Your energy is high, but 
don’t wear others out. Put 
your efforts into personal 
projects for yourself. 
GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 
I You are impulsive, but you 
can change this and do 
something of lasting benefit. 
Think first and act later. 
CANCER (23 June-23 July) 
60 Nurture your idea. Go with 
your own feelings and do 
the work yourself. Others will 
join you after seeing your results. 
LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 
* You’ve been busy, so take 
stock now. Avoid negative 
advice from others. Someone in 
authority may give you a boost, 
but trust your own instincts. 
VIRGO (24 Aug-23 Sept) 
m Don’t blow your big 
chance by turning it into a 
demand. See the benefit in 
proposals, not the extra work. A 
loved one can help you. 


Dan’s Hollywood antics hit north sponsored by 


, London's Hol loway Road Creating opportunities with disabled people 
After much toil, FLICS’ comedy film Charlie’s Story, LEONARD CHESHIRE 


the adventures of a bumbling carer, went into 


production last month. With a cast made up of friend Ian, yours Answers on page 40 COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 
truly and whoever else was free at the time, the FLICS crew 
finally brought Charlie and his sidekick Harvey to life. 

With my flat as a main location, nothing could be further 
from the idea of film making as glamourous. Cram 12 people 
into a small space for three 16-hour days, with enough kit and 8 
lights bright enough to illuminate Wembley stadium and you 
have a set that is best described as “intimate”. 

Naturally the acting was of Oscar calibre. Ian’s bumbling 
Charlie caused much hilarity, reducing crew members to tears 
and drawing looks of disbelief from onlookers outside. While 
not being able to comment on my own performance as Harvey, I 
am assured that it was flawless. 

Our crew were spot on too. I made a friend for life with Dave 
the lighting technician. Our tearful hysterics meant that we never 
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escaped notice, perhaps because we were in charge of the bar. 

The crew’s behaviour occasionally caused concern. Director 
Philippa’s demonstrations of how Harvey’s wheelchair should be 
pushed made me wonder if it wouldn’t be safer to ride shotgun 
with Michael Schumacher. Cameraman Winstan’s fondness for aa 
life and his legs were questioned when he decided to lie in a busy 
rush hour bus lane for one shot. 

Despite a few moments of sheer panic, we finished on time. ay 
With a tinge of sadness at waving our characters au revoir, Ian 
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and J are looking forward to our next project, a film showing iatiesi 
the pair at the seaside. So watch this space. ACROSS DOWN 
You can catch Charlie’s Story and meet the cast and crew as 1. Car shop time (anag) 1. Having a type of mental 

part of the Transitions season, 7-8 October at Jackson’s Lane, 8. Piece of camping equipment disability (8) 

London N6, tel: 020 8340 5226. (4,3) 2. City in north-west Italy (6) 
9. Military fabric (5) 3. Young tree (7) 

4 10. Fake (8) 4. Pig (3) 
Sevibble pad 12. Ex-ruler of Iran (4) 5. Libertine (4) | : 

14. Sage givers (anag) 6. Stockmarket disaster (5) 
17. A contemporary (6) 7. Courtly adventurer (6,6) 
19. Ancient word for the air (5) 11. Learnt due (anag) 
21. Beer (3) 13. Value (6) 
22. Yellow flower (7) 15. Asthma treatment device (7) 
23. Large fruit (5) 16. Anorak fastening (6) 
24. Ancient Yemeni kingdom (5) ‘18. Stringed instrument (5) 
25. Dull (6) 20. Cupid (4) 


CHURCHTOWN 


Scope’s exciting outdoor activity centre can now offer purpose built self-catering accommodation for families 
and small groups. Set in the heart of the Cornish countryside in the village of lanlivery, the Centre is close to 
many well known tourist attractions including the unique Eden Project. i j 
Features include: -—— §& 


Fully wheelchair accessible « Built-in electric hoist « Three double bedrooms « Two ane 
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— Lanlivery, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 5BT 


Tel: 01208 872148 Fax: 01208 873377 E-mail: Churchtown@saqnet.co.uk 
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38 Share your problems 


= Jove and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Who better to help you? Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled herself, is co-author of the 
Directory for Disabled People and other guides. Write to her at Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW or e-mail editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 


In need. of a bed 

My only son Matthew, 16, has 
cerebral palsy, scoliosis of the 
spine and epilepsy. He badly 
needs an adjustable bed, but we 
have made enquiries without 
success. What should we do? 


Jenny, Cromer 


I can see how important it 
is for your son to have an 
adjustable bed. 

He has no doubt been 
assessed by social services for 
his needs and while a suitable 
bed may not have been 
discussed, they should be able 
to consider this. Never take no 
for an answer first or even 
second time round. 

Try also contacting your 
local MP, preferably by visiting 
his/her surgery. 

There are usually some local 
eharitable trusts which can 
provide non-repayable grants to 
local people. You may find a 
connection with a forces 
benevolent fund in your family, 
for instance if a close relative 
served in the army, even if this 
was some time ago. There are 
also trade union benevolent 


ast ; 

The easy way , 
to travel Ay 
between A i ie 

, London’s @& 

main stations. oe 


funds. You will be able 

to find contact details for all 
these organisations in your 
local library. 

Take a look at Grants for 
Individuals in Need, published 
by the Directory of Social 
Change. This may also be 
available in your library. 


Who can help? 


I wrote to you in August about 
getting my children out of care. 
Thank you for your advice. 
I have not yet contacted 
Mencap as you suggested 
because I am not sure whether 
they can help me, although 
I have mild learning disabilities. 
My two oldest children were 
taken into care because my 
eldest daughter, Hannah, says 
she was abused by her father. 
He was found guilty of this by 
the court. I was accused of 
neglect as my house was filthy. 
After my new baby Mark’s 
birth in April I had depression, 
but I didn’t tell anybody. I am 
now told I can’t look after 


i 


Paddington Low cost and low-floor, the Stationlink bus Fenchurch Street 
Marylebone service is ideal London Bridge 
mee for all those who find making pe 
King’s Cross/ . Victoria 
SE Pancras cross-London connections ; 
Victoria 


Liverpool Street 


something of a challenge. 


U.D.P., London Transport, 
172 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London SW1W 9TN 
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Coach Station 


Ss 


For a free leaflet giving full details, phone 
020 7918 3312 
or return the coupon below to 


Mark unless we go to a mother 
and baby unit for the next ten 
years. If I refuse, he will have to 
be adopted. 

Annabel, London 
I still recommend that you 
contact Mencap. You must also 
tell social services about your 
depression, which would 


It’s not sad to place an ad 


I am desperate for a boyfriend but am not sure whether I dare try 
a personal ad. I have always thought that people who do that 
must be really sad and I like to think that I can manage my life 
better than that. 

Please advise me. 

Lola, Liverpool 
Give it a go, but don’t take it too seriously. Don’t think you’re 
alone either — most of us have found boyfriends a bit thin on the 
ground at times, but then when we stop worrying about it so 
much, hey presto, they come knocking at our door. 

Don’t worry about joining the “sad” club. It’s really very 
fashionable now to find friends in this way — just look at the long 
lists of ads in newspapers and magazines. You can, of course, 
place an adin DN. 

If you do decide to set up a date, let someone else know where 
you are going, try to meet in the daytime and never give out your 
home address. 


I have been told not to have my 
ears syringed and last time it 

became a problem I had to have 
the wax picked out bit by bit, a 


explain a lot of your troubles. process that was painful and 
Consider very carefully 

whether to go into a mother 

and baby unit. You might find 


this a helpful option. 


wax has built up again and | 
don’t know what to do. 


I have spoken to the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf 
People on their tinnitus 
helpline and they agree that 
syringing can be dangerous. 


Tinnitus trouble 
I have tinnitus, which gets 
worse when wax builds up. 


Age Concern England, tel: 020 8679 8000, fax: 020 8679 6069; 

‘ Northern Ireland, tel: 01232 245729, fax: 01232 235497; | 
Scotland, tel: 0131 220-3345, fax: 0131 220 2779; Wales, tel: 029 
2037 1566, fax: 029 2039 9562. 

Grants for Individuals in Need, £14.99, Directory of Social 
Change, 24 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2DP. 

Public Liaison Unit, Mencap, 123 Golden Lane, London EC1Y 
ORT, tel: 020 7696 5593/5503. 

RNID tinnitus helpline, tel/minicom: 0345 090 210 (cost of a 
local call), Mon-Fri 10am-3pm. 
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map reading and getting lost with : 


Theveeee 


The Motorists 
Mapping Marvel! 


¢ Enter the start and 
destination of your 
journey and TRAVELLER 
will work out the quickest 
route-inseconds- — : 
_anywhere in the UK. _* 
‘+ Estimated journey time and fuel o 
consumption. 


“Ine. Delvery. 


[ee Bulle Heht for night-time u use. : ae - . ae 3 


Accessories available: 
© Car mounting kit * ‘Satellite link « Irish/French route cards 
“Now you can deliberately get lost down those winding 
| roads, then calmly find your way back on course with 
clear, precise directions and land marks!” 


_ Traveller - Making getting lost fun! 

Other products available: cs 
¢ Radar/Laser/Camera detectors & Jammers . ‘Trackers 
* Alarms/immobiliser pagers * Walkie Talkies 

Call the Traveller Sales Hot Line Mon-Fri on: — 


020-8335 3999 


and visit our website: www.speedtrapuk.co.uk 
Traveller, Suite 8-10, Joanna House, 34 Central Road, Worcester Park, 
Surrey KT4 8HZ 

7 DAY DELIVERY - 14 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


caused some damage. Now the 


Leslie, Liverpool 


A safer course, they tell me, 


is a suction method available in 
some hospitals. Mention this to 
your GP. 


Gardeners’ hint 

I too had gardening problems 
like Cate from Devon (DN, 
September) but found that Age 
Concern can provide help. 

In my area they have a list of 
good gardeners and handymen 
who work at a fraction of the 
going rate. 

I have found them an 
enormous help. I would 
definitely recommend Cate to 
get in touch with her local Age 
Concern group to see if they 
have a similar scheme. - 

Richardene, Surre} 
That’s a very good tip which 
I know other readers will 
appreciate. Let’s hope it helps 
Cate get some assistance with 
her garden. 


OFFERING A 
UNIQUE 
SERVICE 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers 
advice and support on 
personal and spiritual 
problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic 
counsellor and Methodist 
local preacher, and she has 
a postgraduate diploma in 
homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something 

you need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 


NATLON AL. Lhe National Gallery has integrated its services 
GALLERY for hearing impaired visitors into its mainstream 
education programme. Guided tours at 11.30am and 2.30pm, 
first Saturday each month, are British Sign Language (BSL) 
interpreted. Other talks throughout the year will be BSL interpreted. 
_ See The National Gallery News for details. £7.50 for year 
subscription. Cheques payable to The National Gallery, along with 
your name and address, sent to Front of House Department, 
The National Gallery, Trafalgar Square, London WC2N SDN. 


The Victoria and Albert Museum, London, will hold BSL 

_ interpreted events for deaf visitors this autumn. Deaf artist 

_ Aaron Williamson talks about his work, 10 and 12 October; 

- Gesture in Art by Peta Motture, 15 October; slide talk on the 

_ exhibition Brand.New by Jane Pavitt, 16 November; and Stories 
E for Divali, the Hindu festival of light, 27 October. For details, 

| tel: 020 7942 2197, e-mail: i.stewart@vam.ac.uk 

_ @ It will also hold Photographs and the V&A, a chance to take 

_ photographs of the museum with tuition, 5 and 12 October; and 
_ The Big Draw — Pattern and Motif, drawing through touch and 
_ description, 21 October. Same contact details. 


aa The Whitechapel Art Gallery will hold 
weh itecha pel A Space for Conversation for young 

_ deaf people from Tower Hamlets and Lambeth, 11 and 18 

- October. Part of the Protest and Survive exhibition (running 
until 12 November), with performance artist Simon Moretti 

_ leading, students will explore protest and survival across the 
century using works at Whitechapel and Tate Modern. Full 

' details, contact Kate Ballard, minicom: 020 7522 7854, e-mail: 
_katharineballard@whitechapel.org 


-Commonword and the North West Disabled Writers Workshop 
_ will host two workshops for disabled people wanting training in 
creative writing: Comedy Writing, 28 October, and Show Not 

Tell (how is theatre writing different from other forms of 
storytelling?), 18 November, Full details, tel: 0161 236 2773, e- 
_mail: cathy@commonword.org.uk 
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Help us to 


Disability Now is looking t 


Sense, the national charity for people who are deaf and 
™ blind, has launched the UK’s first drop-in club for people 

with dual sensory loss, in Wandsworth. It aims to act as a 
link to the local community, offer activities, help users make friends 
and build social skills. It will also offer practical help such as 
dealing with benefits and filling out forms. The club takes place at 
Action for Blind People Centre, Yukon Road, Balham, London, first 
Monday of each month, 2-4pm. Further information, tel: 020 7272 
7774, text: 020 7272 9648, fax: 020 7272 6012. 


The final Birmingham Mental Health Directory, covering southern 
Birmingham, has been published. Compiled by service users and 
managed by Mind Birmingham,, it is split into five sections: general 
information including an overview of services, a list of terms and 
symptoms, and people’s rights; specialist and mainstream statutory 
organisations; support organisations including drop-in centres, 
helplines and self-referral procedures; further advice and 
information; and employment and training. £15 (plus £1.50 p&p), 
tel: 0121 608 2221, e-mail: resource.directory@ic24.net 


Music in London is a taped monthly bulletin from the Disability 
Resource Team giving information about events happening at 
venues including the Southbank Centre, the Royal Opera House in 
Covent Garden, the English National Opera and the Barbican 
Centre. Tapes come out two months in advance of concert dates 
and also include information about access and facilities. The tape 
costs £6 for individuals and £15 for organisations. Contact Maurice 
Press, tel: 020 8943 0022, e-mail: mauricepress@enterprise.net 


The Association for 

Ar Spina Bifida and 
mooanas” Hydrocephalus have a 
new Hydrocephalus and 
Education information pack 
available. It has ten sheets on 
different topics including 
physical abilities, behaviour, 
and literacy and thinking skills. 
£3 from the Information 
Department, ASBAH, 42 Park 
Road, Peterborough PE1 2UQ, 
tel: 01733 555988. 


The Sign Design 
“>> Society and JMU 
Access Partnership have 
published the Sign Design 
Guide. Working on the 
principle that signs should be 
readable by all, including those 
with visual impairments, the 
guide has four sections: 
planning, design, sign 
practicalities and an appendix. 
£20 (inc. p&p) from Mark 
Waters, JMU Access 
Partnership, 224 Great Portland 
Street, London W1A 6AA. 


Dial-a-Ride, the door-to-door 
transport group for disabled 
people, now has a website. Use 
it to register free with the 
service, request trips or group 
bookings, or to get 
information. Visit it at: 
www.dial-a-ride.org.uk 


i 


i 
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Invatravel are 

agents for superior Saeoea, 
portable telescopic alloy 
wheelchair ramps from £195.00. 


Creating new horizons with Invatravel 


As a long established 
company, Invatravel has 
years of experience providing 
for the needs of people 

with disabilities. 


Caravelle 

e Various access options available 

e Rear access, ramp or lift, including 
lowering suspension 

e Prices from £17,950 on the road 

¢ Conversions for independent drivers 

e Underfloor ramps or hydraulic side lifts 

e 6-way drivers seat, remote door 
and lift operation 


Caddy 
e Power steering and driver's airbag 
e Tinted glass, electric windows 
and door mirrors 
e Remote central locking 
¢ 1.6 petrol or 1.9 SDI or TDI 
diesel engines 
e Lowered floor for rear ramp access 
e Seats up to four plus wheelchair 
passenger 
e Prices from £13,595 ‘S’ model 
to £14,490 ‘SE’ model 
e ‘SE’ model includes air-conditioning 
and metallic paint 


Used converted Caravelles in stock — call us for details 


~ 


INVATRAVEL 
CONVERSIONS LID 
Established 1983 


66 Knob Hall Lane, 
Southport, 
Merseyside PR9 90S 
Telephone: 01704 506608 
Fax: 01704 506607 
Website: 


http://www .scoot.co.uk/ 
invatravel_conversions/ 


Commercial 
Vehicles 


Recognised Convertor 
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ea The Disabled 

“8 Photographers’ 
Sap? Society has gone on- 
line. The website contains the 
charity’s history, aims, what it 
offers members, competitions, 
a gallery of members’ work, 
news and contact details. To 
contact the DPS, tel: 01256 
351990, or visit the site at 
www.dps-UK.org.uk 


.——- 


gSALo Signalong, the 
ee © communic ation 
ee charity, has 
launched It’s My Life, the first 
of three manuals resulting from 
Department of Health funding 
of research into signs for self- 
advocacy. Signalong is a 
communication system based 
on British Sign Language, 
adapted for people with 
learning disabilities and 
autism. £25 (plus £1.75 p&p) 
from the Signalong Group, 
Communication and Language 
Centre, North Pondside, 
Historic Dockyard, Chatham, 
Kent ME4 4TY, tel: 01634 
819915. 


SPORTS Sportsmatch is a 
eT ry DUSIIESS 
sponsorship incentive scheme 
funded by the Department for 
Culture, Media and Sport 
through grant aid from Sport 
England. One focus is disability 
sport. They have published a 
new booklet, Commercial 
Sponsorship of Disability 
Sport, showing how to apply 
for funding. Free, tel: 020 7233 
7747 ext 29, e-mail: 
nicola@sportsmatch.co.uk 


eee 


oa0 
sind Ploy \ 


on the 


West Sussex coast 


Homes for young people with 
physical disabilities ....... 


easy access to shops, 
cafes, pubs..... 


adapted transport for 
cinemas, concerts, 
clubs and colleges. 


Talk to other DN readers 


Remember, you can chat to other DN readers on issues you 


feel strongly about. The DN Forum is there for you to leave 
messages or reply to comments already left. Take a look and 
have your say! 


www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


e Exhibition 


Kid-e-Quip Scotland, 
supported by the Disabled 
Living Centre, Contact a 
Family and Capability 
Scotland, will take place 4-5 
October, Edinburgh. 

Kid-e-Quip Scotland gives 
people living in Scotland and 
the Borders the opportunity to 
meet manufacturers and 
suppliers of children’s 
disability products and to find 
out what services and support 

U1 p groups are available. 

As children are the focus of 
attention at the exhibition, activities and demonstrations have 
been specifically arranged to give a little light relief. In addition 
to the play area provided by the National Association of Toy 
and Leisure Libraries, Sounds of Progress will be holding a 
musical workshop for all to get involved in and Kirton will be 
providing a sensory tent, which proved a popular feature at last 
year’s event. 

For parents and healthcare professionals there is a series of 
free seminars on topics such as splinting, preparing children for 
hospital, and seating and positioning. The Special Needs 
Information Point (SNIP) will be covering the work they do and 
advising on what facilities and advice groups are available in 
Scotland. New Age Kurling is a new sport for disabled people, 
recently recognised by the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, and 
it will be demonstrated at the show. 

For tickets and full details, tel: 01282 455528, Kid-e-OQuip Scotland, 
Royal Highland Exhibition Centre, Edinburgh. 4 October 10am- 
Spm, 5 October, 10am-4pm. Admission is free. 


Speakers include: 


Campaigner, Runner. 


Organisation 
Address 


annual Hear for All event, itself part of Deaf. Awareness Week 
_ the Business Design Centre, London. Full doit tel: ee 808 0123 
text: 0808 808 os or visit: Www. maid ae uk oe 


Scope National Conference 


in achieving equality.” 


Friday 3 November 2000 
The Paragon Hotel, London SW6 


Caroline Gooding, Special Advisor, Disability Rights 
Commission; Lee Jasper, Senior Policy Advisor — 
Equalities, Greater London Authority; Mik Scarlett, 
TV Presenter, Journalist, Rock Star; Chris Moon, 


For details, fax this coupon to 020 7619 7380, or post 
it to Scope Conference, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


Conference Hotline 020 7619 7373. 
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DOOD AR meee een n saben ere eeen ee eer ren nearer ee ees se eeseenenenaene ee 


To find out more 
call Cindy on 
01243 672989 


Registered charity no. 299206 
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FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


Disabled Living will hold a series of training days _ 
during October and November: Manual Handling 

sa (People) — risk assessment, 9 Oct; Getting Access Right 
for Disabled People, 10 Oct; Advocacy, 11 Oct; Be Cool in : 
Comfort — childrens’ continence clothing and skincare 
workshop, 16 Oct; Basic Handling and Moving for Carers, 17 
and 24 Oct; The Art of the Possible — good practice in equipment 
provision, 18 Oct; Disability Sensibility Course, 31 Oct and 14 
and 28 Nov; and Sex and Sexuality, 2 Nov. All in Manchester. 
Full details, tel: 0161 832 3678, e-mail: info@disabledliving.co.uk 


RN | D The Royal National Institute for Deaf People will — 
hold a Celebrity Discussion Show, 14 October, 
London. Newsreader Martyn Lewis will interview agony aunt — 
Claire Rayner, See Hear’s Clive Mason, Inspector Morse author 
Colin Dexter and RNID chief executive James Strachan about — 
their experiences of hearing loss. The event is part of RNID’s- 


<= Gate Howe al hold de conference Propessionet self. 
fea Regulation in Health — are the professionals in the last — 


all 


cise chance saloon?, 19 October, London. It will explore — 
government thinking, public expectation, and new models for 
regulators and the professions such as the regulation of nurses, 
midwives and health visitors. Details and cost, tel: 020 7420 — 
3533, fax: 020 7420 3547, e-mail: gatehse@dircon.co.uk 


The Millennium Festival of Medicine’s (see DN 

September) Keynote Conference will be held 6-10 _ 
me November, London. Showeasing the best in British _ 
medicine, it will focus on: trends i in medical ice 
practice, 6th; accomplishments and challenges in a 
practice, 7th; molecular biology and medicine, 8th, 


_interrelationships in healthcare, 9th; and plagues of oe 


and tomorrow, 10th. Details and cost, tel: 020 7383 6047 


e-mail: 2. org 


¢ Information 


‘ eS The Royal Opera 
“Equal Voices — the role of communication novat oreranouse House has 
published its 


2000/2001 Season Guide on 
audio tape with Braille titles. 
They also have an Access Guide 
including details on facilities 
for deaf/hearing impaired, 
blind/visually impaired or 
mobility impaired visitors, 
service dogs, cloakroom 
facilities and much more, now 
also available in Braille and on 
audio tape. For these versions 
contact the Mailing List 
Department, tel: 020 7212 
9123, fax: 020 7212 9460. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Atmospheric 

8. Tent peg 9. Khaki 

10. Spurious 12. Shah 

14. Aggressive 17. Coeval 

19. Ether 21. Ale 22. Ragwort 
23. Melon 24. Sheba 25. Dreary 
DOWN: 1. Autistic 

2. Mantua 3. Sapling 4. Hog 
5. Rake 6. Crash 7. Knight 


RSTn beeen eee e sehen en eenn setae neareeasesseneres 


errant 11. Unrelated 


13. Esteem 15. Inhaler 
16. Toggle 18. Viola 20. Eros 
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tel: 020 7619 7320, fax: 020 7619 7331, 


minicom: 020 7619 7332, 


e-mail: patrick.durham_matthews@scope.org.uk 


e Personal 


PROFESSIONAL GRADUATE MALE with 
many and varied interests (advertised in 
May — Box No. 039, but fear most replies 
were lost in the post). I have severe walk- 
ing difficulties and sometimes use a 
wheelchair. Wltm interesting and adven- 
turous woman in her 30s. All letters 
replied to. Box No. 074 


MY NAME IS Michael. I am a Christian 
astrologer (not professional). I have a 
rare type of dyslexia. Interests are histo- 
ty, old-time dancing, piano, newspaper 
cuttings and steam engines. I am a young 
looking 50 and wltm a lady, perhaps 
younger. I amd 6ft and slim. I live near 
Bishop’s Stortford. Box No. 075 


MELVIN CRUTCHLEY WOULD 
be interested to hear from anyone with a 
physical disability who would like to join 
a football team. Please tel: 01189 525472 
(after 3.45pm). 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VAN 
or car. Must be automatic. 
Tel: 01382 669274. 


¢ Cars/vans 


FIAT FIORINO 1.3 


K reg, 1993. Wheelchair access, 33k 
miles, new MOT, excellent condition. 
£3,600 ono. 

Tel/fax: 01793 642596 
(Swindon, Wiltshire). 


ELAP SWIVEL SEAT to fit passenger side of 
Vauxhall Astra. 3 years old. £250. Tel: 
020 8469 0345. 


CHAIRMAN METRO 1.3, auto, B reg, 45k 
miles. Used daily, MOT Oct’, needs 
some work, hence £450 ono. Tel: 01332 
664302 (Derby). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE MK 1, 1.8, Brotherwood 
conversion, rear ramp access, 12 months 
MOT, fully serviced. Excellent condi- 
tion, infill seat available. £3,000 ono. Tel: 
01395 232553. 


TOYOTA LITEACE, F REG, ramps, clamps 
etc. New engine, very reliable. Serviced, 
MOT, body fair. £700. Tel: 01531 
820735. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE RENAULT van. 
Very low mileage, additional front and 
side windows. Electrically operated 
ramp, fitted roof rack. £5,600 ono.Tel: 
01275 833436 (Bristol). 


VW CARAVELLE GL, diesel, auto, L reg, 
48k miles, metallic gold, full MOT. 
Electric windows, sunroof, and mirrors. 
Central locking, tow bar, curtains. Ricon 
side lift, hand controls. Vgc. £8,250 ono. 
Tel: 0116 264 5920 or 01664 424200. 


HONDA CIVIC 1.4 GL, auto 1990. Fsh, low 
mileage, hand accelerator. £1,750 ono. 
Tel: 01543 574564. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 2.0 SLX, Brotherwood 
conversion, G reg, MOT until March, 
new tyres, service history. Five seats, vgc 
for year. £6,750 ono. Tel: 01403 269088 
(West Sussex). 


TRANSIT 120 NEW Generation, 2.5 diesel, 
July 793, K reg, pas. Rear Ratcliff w/chair 
lift, wheelchair fixing point, boarded out 
and fully carpeted with rear seat, towbar 
and twin electrics. 35k miles, good condi- 
tion, MOT expires July 2001. £3,750 
ono. Tel: 01522 805619 (any time). 


PUSHPULL HAND CONTROLS for Toyota 
Starlet or any small automatic. £100 ono. 


Tel: 01484 462426 (could deliver). 


CHAIRMAN ASTRA 1.3, auto, E reg. Vgc, 
56k miles, service history, Gowring 
conversion. £2,000. Tel: 020 8467 0739. 
(Bromley, Kent). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE, E REG, white, 
Brotherwood conversion, MOT/tax 
June 2001. 65k miles (genuine), roof 
rack, top box. Serviced regularly. Vgc, 
genuine reason for sale. £3,450 ono. Tel: 
01634 221938 (Kent). 


FORD ESCORT ESTATE, J reg, 30k miles, 
auto, hand controls, electric hoist for 
wheelchair. £2,000 ono. Tel: 020 8851 
8913. 


FORD FIESTA COURIER, K reg, 16k miles. 
Brotherwood conversion, easy wheel- 
chair access and fixings. £4,750. Tel: 
01926 420541 (Warwicks area). 


RENAULT TRAFIC, 1991, petrol, 67k miles. 
1 or 2 wheelchairs plus 2 or 3 passengers. 
Winch and ramp, one owner, gc. £3,000. 
Tel: 01446 792088 or 02476 692878 
(Cardiff area). 


CHAIRMAN METRO, M REG, 1994, 30k 
miles, 4 months MOT, red. Rear entry 
ramp for easy wheelchair access, vgc. 
£3,250 ono. Tel: 01625 611621. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat, never been 
used. Lefthand passenger seat for Astra. 
Cost £600 will accept £400. Tel: 01508 
494886. 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT, E REG, sound rear 
lift. £2,250 ono. Needs must. Tel: 01630 
685481 


TOYOTA HIACE, J REG, 49k miles, grey, 
electric ramp, 9 months MOT. £3,800. 
Tel: 020 8500 9226. 


VAUXHALL CARLTON, J REG, 100k miles, 
hand controls, spacious, comfortable, 
maintained by Vauxhall dealer. Current 
MOT and tax. £1,000 ono. Tel: 01825 
768520 (E. Sussex). 


FORD COURIER, AUTO. 8k miles, converted 
for wheelchair access with ramp and 
electric winch. Seats 5 including wheel- 
chair. £9,995 ono. Tel: 01282 612141. 


FORD COURIER 1.3 
conversion, Ontario blue, T reg, 1999, 
4,430 miles, one owner. Raised roof and 
lowered floor for easy wheelchair access 
using fold-up ramp, electric conveyance 
and chair locking system. Seats 4 plus 
wheelchair. Excellent condition, cost 
£14,588, will accept £10,000. 

Tel: 01279 653041. 


PUMA BOOSTER POWERCHAIR, hand/chin 
controls, tilt-in-space, leg raisers. Used 
once, cost £8,000. New offers around 
£4,750. Tel: 01305 779223. 


EXPLORER ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, well 
cared for, all additions including kerb 
climber and charger. In perfect condition, 
2 years use. Cost price £5,000, asking 
£2,800 only. Tel: 01243 268451 (Bognor 
Regis). 


RATCLIFFE RFA302 WHEELCHAIR tail lift, 
rarely used, still fitted and can be seen in 
full working order. No reasonable offer 
refused. Tel: 01543 492344. 


RANGER 4-WHEEL all terrain scooter. 
Only 6 months old. Been used for 5 
miles. Cost £3,595 accept £1,000. Tel: 
01729 822441 (N. Yorks). 


AUTOCHAIR MINI HOIST to lift scooter, 
never used, cost new £795, accept £545. 
Tel: 01536 524170. 


SUNRISE 4-WHEEL electric scooter with 
charger. As new, £1,500 ono. Electric 
indoor/outdoor wheelchair with charger, 
£1,500 ono. Tel: 020 8761 8413. 


CARONY WHEELCHAIR SYSTEM 
complete base with swivel seat, foot rests 
and head rest. No lifting needed through 

use of wheelchair frame for passenger. 
Hardly used, cost £4,000, accept 
£2,500 ono. Tel: 01507 608066 (Lincs). 


BEC HORIZON ELECTRIC wheelchair, 
indoor/outdoor, lefthand steering, mains 
charger, good condition, lightly used. 
£1,100 in 1999, will accept £550 ono. Tel: 
020 7607 3226. 


¢ Household/family 
RISER/RECLINER CHAIR, Cintique 


Winchester, electric controls for back, 
footrest and riser. Green, floral uphol- 
stery, beech frame. Excellent condition, 
new 1999, little used. £500 ono. Tel: 
01344 623824. 


TWO OXFORD MONOLIFTS V150, inc 
chargers, £750 for the pair or £400 each. 
One Scot lift and recline chair, light blue, 
£375, all with manuals and service 
records, sold on collect basis. Contact 
Mrs O'Keefe, tel: 01268 753282. 


AUTOCHAIR MILFORD ELECTRIC person 
lift, only used 6 times, cost new £1,395, 
accept £695, sling included. Tel: 01536 
524170. 


ADJUSTAMATIC BED, DUAL action, Sft: 
two 2ft 6in mattresses with separate con- 
trols. £3,400 new, used 1 week only. 
£1,750 or reasonable offer. Tel: 01491 
575726. 


LUXURY ADJUSTABLE DOUBLE bed. 1998, 
genuine reason for quick sale. Cost 
£1,800, sell for £800. Tel: 0121 459 7771. 


SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 
Cambridge. Fully wheelchair 
accessible, 3-4 bedrooms, through 
floor lift, shower room downstairs, 
bathroom upstairs. Low work tops, 
gch. Large garden, raised vegetable 
plot, lawn, outside tap. Parking for 
two cars. Close to shops and local 
amenities, 2 miles to city centre and 
rail station, and 3 miles to 
Addenbrooke’s hospital. Close to 
Al4 and M11. £125,995. 

Tel: 01223 575189. 


SOMERSET, LARGE EDWARDIAN semi, 
5 beds. Fully adapted for disabled, 
through floor lift etc. In quiet road, near 
town and beach. £139,950. Tel: 01278 
787281 (Burnham on Sea). 


DETACHED BUNGALOW 
Oxfordshire. Quiet village, third of a 
acre plot, totally accessible. 4 beds, 
1 ensuite with wheel-in shower and 
family bathroom with wheel-in 
shower, very spacious, 2 receptions, 
office, dining room, conservatory. 
20 mins from Stoke Mandeville, 
20 mins to Oxford, 45 mins by train to 
London Marylebone. £325,000. 
Tel: 01844 237941. 


2-BED BUNGALOW 
West Yorkshire. Fully wheelchair 
accessible interior and exterior, including 
gardens front and rear with raised flower 
beds. Includes a car port and accessible 
garden shed etc. £69,000. 
Tel: 01684 572366. 


SIGNIFICANT SIBLINGS, tv documentary 
company would like to hear from anyone 
who has a strong story to tell of their 
present day relationship between 
disabled/able bodied brothers or sisters, 
especially twins. Telephone Anne Parisio 
at Ricochet Films, tel: 020 7251 6966 or 
e-mail: mail@ricochet.co.uk 


DO YOU KNOW of any really good support 
services? Research project wants to find 
out about valued support services for 
disabled children and/or their families. If 
you receive any, or for more information, 
please, tel: 0800 197 6066 (freephone) or 
e-mail: sharingvalue@york.ac.uk 


DN is not responsible for claims: made in 
_ the advertisements it prints and all 


readers are advised to. check claims with 
the advertisers before relying on them. 


To help you sell your 
equipment, DN now 
places all the linage 
adverts on our 
website, for one 


pay free ot charge 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
..and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
65,000 people for just £5.50 a 
line. All small ads must be paid 
for in advance. If you want to 
advertise, please use the form 
provided. Send it witha cheque 
for the total to Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


For personal ads, submit | 
about 25 words and send 
a cheque or postal order 
for £6 payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. This is 
to help cover our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad _ . 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 
Private and Confidential. 
If you do not it willbe 
opened. Send to DN, | 
address on page 2. 


Conditions 


Disability Now maintains the right § 
to amend or withdraw linage adverts § 
without prior notice. All adverts | 
must comply with the British Code | 
of Advertising Practice. 


Telephone numbers and addresses 
will not be placed in personal § 
adverts, for confidentiality. Instead, 
Box Numbers will be provided. 
Likewise, telephone numbers and 
addresses will not be given out over } 
the telephone if requested. ; 


Box Numbers can be requested for 
non-personal adverts. However, it 
may limit the response to it. If § 
you want to advertise documents, 
goods or services contact Richard 
Gresham (tel: 020 7619 7336) or 
Patrick Durham-Matthews (tel: 020 
7619 7320), fax: 020 7619 7331. 


Linage adverts can only be used by 
private individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be addressed to § 
Richard Gresham (see contact } 
details above). 


DN cannot except responsibility 
for loss or damage of adverts or 
letters during forwarding. It is the 
responsibility of the advertiser to 
check the content of their advert, 
and to ensure any abbreviations 
cannot be misunderstood. 


ma a a a a a a a a a a a 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


S) Standard linage advert 
O Semi-display linage advert 
O Box linage advert 


ae ee ae ea er cal a as a a oe el 


Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, 
daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to 
| Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


! DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a ‘ 

ae 1) oy fovepioociepelclere classified advertisement (not Personal adverts). Write clearly in block 

I capitals. Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space , 

. : _ - in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 

EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. 

| SEES Nc 1h Es EE | aaa ata e8 wo fosie.| mr br tene |e Se| wet | oie 8 i 

|_ | Cost: £5.50 per line. Tick box below. ; 

| | | a oe oS a a a We Oe SR EXAMPLE OF 
l semi-display linage advert. Cost: £5.50 

I SETS ES A Re el Vl eerie ler) per line plus £10. Tick box below. 4 

1 

EE ltesisivnelen|ontoes|ooie Peete py! | EEE yy oe | Seaieersh rer] ol ea bee om i 

I EXAMPLE OF I 
I | ile | | box linage advert. Cost: £5.50 per line 

I plus £20. Tick box below. i 

ES AT SIS 2 CR a a A a a 

a 

I ! 

i 

t 

i 


DisabilityNow October 2000 


42 Classified 


¢ Conference 


Controversies in Cerebral Palsy 


Post Graduate Medical Centre, Derriford Hospital, Plymouth 
Friday 3 November 2000 


This annual multidisciplinary 1-day conference organised 
by the Special Families Trust aims to promote a wider 
understanding of cerebral palsy. Leading experts will be 
speaking on a range of topical and controversial subjects. 
£25 including food. 


For further details write or ring Special Families 
Trust, Erme House, Station Road, Plympton, 
Plymouth, Devon PL7 3AU, tel; 01752 346861. 


¢ Personal 


date 


A member of ABIA 


Handi 


For disabled and 
able-bodied 
people 


Established 1987 
Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 


Website: www.handidate.com 


Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 


peewee ee ee ee ew ee ew ee ee ee ee ee . 
! 


t 
i] 
a rn nn ee ee enemas owns 
: Alone? Why? You needn’t be! ; 
! Any adult, any age, anywhere ! 
! Able-bodied or Disabled : 
1 Single, bereaved, divorced, separated, partnered 1 
' or married — choose your own ideal relationship : 
| to share all life's activities or needs of which you } 
j feel you are deprived. Your solution begins with: 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 5HL ! 
} Tel/Fax: Int’ 00+44+ or UK (0)1606 49093 } 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 499220. 


GAER COTTAGES 


“HOLIDAY CARE AWARD WINNERS’ 


Quality self-catering cottages for ALL the family 
with an emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors. 
6 of the 9 traditional Welsh stone cottages are 
single storey, easily accessible from the car park. 
Luxurious indoor heated swimming pool with 
hoist. Games room. Open ALL YEAR. 
Visit us at www.selfcateringinwales.co.uk 
or ring for a 2000 brochure 


‘ RICHARD & LINDA BURGESS | 
01570 470275 


aa =~WYE Specialising in Holidays 
Te Pur Vy AT LEY : 2 for Disabled People | 
Glorious valley & river views, 3 acre gardens, 
3 lounges & conservatory. T.V./Radio all 
rooms. Menu choices. Physio, hairdresser. 
MINIBUS OUTINGS TO TINTERN, SYMOND’S 
YAT ETC. - TAKES WHEELCHAIRS - CAN ALSO 
COLLECT/RETURN TO YOUR HOME. 
Xmas entertainment programme. Rates from £250 per | 
week. (01594) 530581 for brochure etc. 
The Priory Res. Home, nr Tintern NP5 4TP 


+ Indoor Swimming Poot | 
+ Two Lounges + Cosy Bar 


Set in six acres of beautiful 


Recently re-opened after major 

extension & redevelopment. & lave disabled facilities, 
New colour brochure 015394 45759 
email: lindeth howe@kencomp.net 


Cleethorpes Accessible holiday chalet, 
Pe a aN Ta es fully adapted, 3 bedrooms: 
Children/pets’welcome: Sleeps up to 8.,Alll 
inclusive. from £295 per week, Few weeks left 
this season, Book now for 2001 :For details 
Tel: 0796 784 5686 or 01302 854215. 


BERROW, SOMERSET 


Cat’ 1, 4 diamond etc B&B. £22pppn, 
5 miles J22 M5, car access to beach 1 mile. 
Open all year except Xmas, non-smoking. 


Tel: 01278 751382 


Continued on page 43 


e Courses 


ARE YOU A DISABLED ARTIST? 
IN ANY ART FORM? 


LIPA 


WANT TO START A NEW CAREER? 


“Leading the Way” is a FREE, part-time, higher education course aimed at disabled artists. It 
will enable you to learn the skills and expertise needed to become an Arts Workshop Leader. 
In turn it will enhance career prospects in your chosen art form. The course will be run in 
partnership by North West Disability Arts Forum with the Liverpool Institute for Performing 
Arts. It will take place in Liverpool between January and April 2001, on one day each week 
for twelve weeks. All your access requirements will be met (for example sign language 
interpreters, personal assistants and anything else you may need). 


Closing date for applications is Wednesday | November 2000. 


Further details, application forms and enquiries to: 


Mickey Fellowes, 

North West Disability Arts Forum, 

2a Franceys Street, 

Liverpool L3 5YQ, 

tel/minicom: 0151 707 1733, 

fax: 0151 708 9355, 

e-mail: mickey@nwdaf.mersinet.co.uk 


2-Day Basic Training Course 
in Alternative, Augmentative Communication (AAC) 
for Rehabilitation Professionals and Assistants 
Elveden Forest Center Parcs, Suffolk 
4-5 November 
Organised by David Morris, Speech and Language Therapist, ChatAbility 
and Anthony Robertson, AAC Consultant, Independent Expressions. 


This 2-day course will give participants experience of communicating 
non-verbally and to learn about high and low-tech AAC systems. They will 
have hands-on time using high-tech systems and decide on vocabulary for 
a low-tech system using real case studies. The implementation of AAC 


systems will also be discussed. 


For further details contact: Independent Expressions on 01438 813658 or 
e-mail: independent.expressions@btinternet.com 


-¢ For sale 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


Mercedes Vito 113 2.0, petrol, 1996 P, 46k miles, yellow. Lowered floor entrance, swivel seat in 


front, two seats in rear, winch 


£12,995 


VW Transporter 800S 1.9, turbo diesel, 2000 V, 5k miles, green. Lowered floor, WAV conversion 


(demonstrator) 


£16,995 


Renault Kangoo 1.9, diesel, 1998 S, white. Full lowered floor, WAV conversion (new) £10,495 
Ford Galaxy 1.9, turbo diesel, 2000 W, metallic blue. Demonstrator, full lowered floor, WAV 


conversion 


£18,495 


Fiat Scudo 1.9, turbo diesel, 1998 R, white. Full lowered floor, WAV conversion (new) £13,850 
VW Caravelle 2.0, petrol, 1993 L, red. Side entry wheelchair access £6,250 
Nissan Vanette/Serena 2.3, diesel, 1997 P, Gowrings lowered floor, WAV conversion £8,995 
Ford Courier 1.8, diesel, 1997 R, 18k miles, white. New lowered floor, WAV conversion £10,495 
Renault Extra 1.9, diesel, 1995 M, white. Lowering suspension, lowered floor and raised roof £6,495 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9, turbo diesel, 1995 M, green. 4 passengers, driver and wheelchair, WAV 


conversion 


£9,750 


All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG ; 
Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711, 

e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 
website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


COTSWOLD COTS 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


guct® Extra Strong Playpens. 
Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLES BOUGHT AND SOLD 


Selection of 20-25 mostly one 
owner low mileage vehicles in 
stock from £3,000 - £15,000. 


For full dealer facilities 
contact Graham Clarke 


01634 243596 


RIGHT NOW! 


Save $3,000 - $4,000 US ona 
2000 minivan. 

Call VanFare, USA, a tetra 
Owned company. 

tel: 1-978-768-6228 

fax: 1-978-768-6404, 
e-mail: vanfare@tiac.net 


VanFare, USA 


2000 


Classified deadlines for the November issue: 
Booking deadline is 13 October 
Copy deadline is 17 October 


agleneagles 


Conversions Lid 


ecessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


EASYBIKE & 
EASYTRIKE - 
ELECTRIC 
CYCLES 


Do you have a 
special need? 
An EASYTRIKE 
can give you 

freedom and restore your confidence. 


It achieves 15mph with excellent acceleration with 
a range of 15 to 20 miles. Call us now for a free 


meer’ "07000 564040 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


Ford Escort Chairman 

by Motability International 
Unique wheelchair carrying vehicle with 
rear lowering facility, Only 23k miles, 
superb condition, £2,995. 

Please phone for further details 

01253 699686 


DN is not responsible for claims made in 
the advertisements it prints and all 

readers are advised to check claims with 
the advertisers before relying on them. 


Attention © 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


DAVID LEVENE & CO. SOLICITORS 


(WOOD GREEN) 


We are an 11-partner franchised firm of solicitors employing 200 employees 


and as part of our expansion programme we currently have a vacancy for a 
SOLICITOR 


to join a team of lawyers working in our nationally recognised Education and 


Disability Department. 


The successful candidate must have experience in Community Care Law and 
in addition it would be desirable, but not essential, to have experience in 


disability discrimination law and education law. 


Please apply in writing with a cv and covering letter stating your current salary 
to: Georgina Vanezis, Human Resources Manager, David Levene & Co. Solicitors, 
Ashley House, 235-239 High Road, Wood Green, London N22 8HF. 


Closing date: 27.10.00 


Royal College of Nursing of the United Kingdom 


RCN NURSELINE - Personal Support for Nurses 


Adviser 
Work-Injured and Disabled Nurses 


(Based in Croydon) 


£29,640 - £39,003pa 


Even nurses sometimes need help! 


The Royal College of Nursing, the UK’s leading : 
professional association for nurses, provides a range of 
welfare and support services to nurses, and is looking 
for a full-time Adviser to specialise in giving advice and 
information to work-injured and disabled nurses, and to 
support the RCN’s Work-Injured Nurses Group. 


If you are educated to degree level and have at least 2 
years’ experience of managing and delivering welfare 
and benefits advice, with an understanding of disability 
issues we would like to hear from you. You must be able 
to demonstrate an ability to plan and prioritise, possess - 
good communication skills for influencing and promoting 
the rights of nurses, be able to develop policy and travel 


throughout the UK. 


We would especially welcome applications from work- 
injured or disabled nurses and are committed to meeting 


your access requirements. 


This post is currently based in Croydon but will relocate to 
the RCN’s UK Headquarters in Central London early in 
2001. Applications to work from home may be 


considered. 


In return, the RCN offers excellent terms and conditions 
of employment including 28 days annual leave, a 
contributory pension and a non-smoking work 
environment. London Weighting of £1,500pa will be paid 


if the postholder is based in Croydon. 


For informal visits or discussion, please contact Dee 
Borley, Director, RCN Nurseline, on 020 8681 4030 or 
Louise French, Secretary to the Adviser, on 020 8649 
9536 (answerphone out of office hours). 


For further details and an application form (CVs in isolation 


will not be accepted), please contact Sayema Alauddin, 
Personnel Department, Royal College of Nursing, 20 
Cavendish Square, London W1M OAB, or e-mail: 
recruit@rcn. org.uk quoting job ref: RCN/2240. Closing date 
for applications: 20th October 2000. 


of Nursing 


advertisers! 


Disability Now will be. 
visiting Kid-e-Quip, so 
make the most of reaching 
even more people by 
advertising in the next 
issue. 


Tel: 020 7619 7336 or 
020 7619 7320 


Royal College The RCN is a registered charity which promotes 


the art and science of nursing. We arecommitted 
to equal opportunities and welcome applications 
from job sharers. 


Disabilitynow October 2000 


We work in all conditions, 


without any. 


The Children's Society reaches out 
to disadvantaged children in every 
sector of society. 


everyone, whatever their beliefs or 
cultural background. 


Look for our recruitment advertisements 
in national, local and social care 
publications, on our website at 
www.the-childrens-society.org.uk 

or contact us on 020 7278 7886 
(24 hour answerphone) or 
jobs@childsoc.org.uk 

If you believe every child 

deserves a decent chance in life, you 
believe in everything we stand for. 


We listen to them with respect for 
their opinions and their religious, 
cultural and ethnic backgrounds, 
without questioning their needs or 
dictating to them. 


By respecting their situation, and 
encouraging them to participate in 
making decisions, we develop 
far-reaching solutions that bring 
genuine benefits. 


If you share our principles, and are 
prepared to fight injustice to get 
children a better deal, we can offer 
opportunities in care work, 
fundraising, finance or administration. 
Just as we help children from every 
faith - and those with none - we 
encourage applications from 


(48 Children’s 
Society 


A Voluntary Society of The Church of 
England and The Church in Wales 


www.the-childrens-society.org.uk 


COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Part-time Access 
Officer 


(Ref No: 2176DN) 
Up to £10,181.50 per annum 


Key duties/responsibilities 


* In consultation with representative community bodies, to establish 
a comprehensive policy programme on Access and to prepare 
measures for implementation of the RADAR report. 

* To identify impediment to Access on Council and Public Premises, 
and obtain details of suitable measures and attendant costs for 
compliance with the DDA 1995 by the year 2004. 

* To provide specialist advice and support to Officers and Members 

on the DDA in relation to planning, conservation and building 

regulation issues 


ry 


EEX 
ONFORD 


CITy 
COUNCIL 


Key essential/desirable criteria 


* Working Knowledge of the DDA 1995 and its implications on 
planning and access and service delivery 


* Good level of technical knowledge in the planning/construction 
fields in relation to disability issues 

* Experience of working with voluntary/national organisations and 
Government departments 


Closing date: 4.30 pm, Friday 20th October 2000. 


Applications are particularly welcome from Black and Ethnic 
Minority communities as they are under-represented in this 
area of work. Section 38(1)b of the Race Relations Act 1976 
applies. 


For Further Information 


Application forms available from and returnable to: 
Community Services Recruitment, 2nd Floor, 
St Aldate’s Chambers, St Aldate’s, Oxford OX1 1DS 


Tel: (01865) 252122 (answerphone service) 


Adverts are also advertised on Friday of each week on the internet 
address: http://www.lgjobs.com 


Oxford City Council’s Minicom number (for the hearing impaired 
only) is: (01865) 252032. 


Equal opportunities: all our employees are expected to have an 
understanding of, and commitment to our policies. 


Working towards equal opportunities 


¢ Holidays 


Newlands Country House, Reydon 
Southwold, Suffolk IP18 6NS 
New for 2000 - purpose built wheelchair 
accessible suites. All rooms en-suite, tv. 


NORTH CUMBRIA 
Cosy/well equipped lakeshore lodges (2 b’room). 
ldyllic, peaceful & wonderful nature. Wheelchair friendly 
lodge and walks around lake & private nature reserve. 


rite Tooasell Otter z Ample carparking, large garden. For details 
www.the-tranquil-otter.co.uk tel: 01502 722164, fax: 01502 724696 


www.southwold.blythweb.co.uk/newlands 


01228 §76661 


Classified 43 


We're already leading the way. 
You can take us even further. 


Access Officer 


Throughout our geographically, economically and socially 
diverse Borough, we aim to cover all areas of social need. 
Implementing new initiatives to make a real difference for the 
people of Sefton, we work within a Best Value framework and 
are committed to innovation in all we do. In our work on 
disability issues, we have already made great headway and 
aim to be compliant with all the Disability Discrimination Act 
requirements by 2004. 


Taking on a high profile role, you will drive forward a more 
extensive access strategy, acting as lead officer on all disability 
access issues throughout the Authority, as well as providing an 
advisory service to the private sector. Keeping up to date with 
relevant legislation, your focus will be ensuring that all public 
and private services and buildings within the Borough are at 
the forefront of catering for people with a range of disabilities. 


Your challenge is to take our achievements to date even 
further by establishing close working relationships with 
both internal departments and external enterprises, as well 


FE] SEFTON COUNCIL 


c£23,000 


as working alongside the ‘Sefton Access Group’. Managing 
the access budget, you will also develop policies and 
procedures relating to the practical problems of access in 
order to produce longer-term plans. 


Having previous similar experience, you can develop strategy 
on access issues. Your detailed knowledge of the DDA 1995 will 
enable you to give advice and to work with others in setting 
plans into action on behalf of the Borough. Excellent 
communication and influencing skills are essential, as is an 
analytical and proactive approach. With a real desire to initiate 
change for the better, you have the confidence to push forward 
your ideas, chair meetings, give presentations and feel 
comfortable dealing with complaints. 


For an application form and further details call 0151 934 2269 
or write to the Chief Executive’s Admin Office, Town Hall, 
Lord Street, Southport PR8 1DA. 


Closing date: Friday, 13th October 2000. 


AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


CANVASSING WILL DISQUALIFY 


ENVIRONMENTAL ACCESS 
OFFICER 


£21,585 - £25,419 p.a. 


Based in one of the main south coast 
cities, situated next fo the New Forest, 
you will have responsibility for 
developing and co-ordinating the city 
council's policies and obligations for 
compliance with the Disability 
Discrimination Act. 


Ref Ne: FI09 


Additionally, you will be required to 
survey properties, advise on planning 
applications, have IT skills for both 
presentations and the making and 
maintaining of records and databases. 


Ideally, you should have a degree in 
building construction, or equivalent, with a 
minimum of two years’ post-qualification 
experience, together with project 
management skills, a working knowledge 
of the DDA, urban design, planning and 
building regulation legislation. 


You should have excellent 
communication skills in order to promote, 
and make technical presentations on, 
environmental access issues to a wide 
range of city council business managers 
and external groups. 


Closing date: 16 October 2000. 
Interview date: w/c 6 November 2000. 


Relocation expenses will be paid in 
appropriate cases. 


i ABOy, This job is open to job-share. We have a positive approach to 
® Equal Opportunities and encourage applications from all sections 
.. of the community. All council offices are designated non-smoking 
sage areas. Disabled applicants who meet the essential criteria will be 
interviewed. 


An Application Form, Job Description and Person 
Specification is available from Directorate of Community 
Services, Southampton City Council, PO Box 933, 
Southampton $014 7BD. Telephone (023) 8083 2541 
{answerphone out of office hours). 

Please telephone (023) 8083 2575 if you are a hearing 
impaired caller and have access to a Minicom. All 
applications must be submitted on an official application 
form. CVs will not be considered. See our CityWeb site 
at www.southampton.gov.uk 


CITY COUNCIL 


Disability Equality Trainer 
35 hour per week 
nad sf ban teste ewe (£16,000p.a.) 
ENABLING LOCAL DISABLED PEOPLE INTO WORK 
Working for Opportunities has funding for the next 3 years from the National Lottery to continue 


working with local employers and other organisations to find real and sustainable employment 
opportunities for disabled people. 


We are seeking an experienced trainer to develop, promote and deliver disability equality training 
to disabled people, voluntary and commercial organisations in order to raise awareness and 
change attitudes towards the employment of disabled people. 


The successful applicant will have proven training experience; a knowledge of the Disability 
Discrimination Act; and an understanding of disability issues sufficient to combat discrimination 
and exclusion faced by disabled people in gaining employment. He/she will also be able to 
demonstrate an ability to establish personal credibility quickly to develop good working 
relationships with both employers and disabled people. 


For an application form please write/phone John Green, Working for Opportunities Trust, =) 
Shaftesbury Centre, Percy Street, Swindon, SN2 2AZ. Tel: 01793 514055 Ext 153. 


NATIONAL 


Closing Date: 20 October, 2000 Post funded by: 


Near Salisbury - newly converted stable block 
self-catering units. Ground floor 1 double/twin 
bedroom en-suite wheel-in shower. Upstairs 
1 double, 1 single, shower room. Open plan kitchen 
& living room. Patio & shared garden. ETB category 
2, 4-star highly commended. Non-smoking. Prices 
from £195 pw. Available all year. Tel: 01722 349002, 
e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, www.old-stables.co.uk 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE. 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. Book now for 2000. 
Call or fax Ed Passant on 0208 885 4971 or 
e-mail: ed.passant@mail.com 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


Ashwellthorpe Hall Hotel nr Norwich 
Book now for Christmas © 


*Listed manor house *Vast grounds 
_ “wheelchair accessible throughout 
*ceiling hoists *friendly atmosphere 


Tel: 01508 489324 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


CareFREE Houipays: SPAIN — Costa ALMERIA 
Does the idea of winter sunshine appeal to you? 
Read on! Wheelchair accessible accommodation 
overlooking the Med’. Minibus for transfers and 
excursions. Good home cooking and FREE wine 
with meals. Personal care available 

A totally relaxing holiday. 


For brochure call 020 8205 6778 


e-mail: bartlamcarefree@worldonline.fr 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 

central for beaches and tourist attractions. 
Indoor heated swimming pool now being built. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


Shaftesbury, Dorset. Award winning holiday cottages, 
cat 1, 2 and 3. Working family farm in beautiful countryside 
“Best views in Dorset”, tremendous character, log fires, C.H 

old beams. Accessible swimming, some aids and support services 
available. Colour brochure. Mrs Sue Smart, Hartgrove Farm, 


Hartgrove, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 OJY, tel: 01747 811830, 
fax: 01747 811066, e-mail: cottages@hartgrovefarm.co.uk 
www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


Continued on page 44 
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¢ Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


ag . 2 Arts Disability Wales celtyddydau 
Disability Arts Development Worker Cymru 
Opportunities in Finance sabia oer a D 


/ : Disability 
(£15,250 per annum plus essential car user's Wales W 
allowance) 
* ¢ Transport for London is an executive arm of the Greater London aa 
Victoria Authority, responsible for delivering the Mayor's integrated ADW works throughout Wales to promote equal opportunities in the 
transport strategy. We are currently looking for people for the arts for disabled people, providing training, information and advice. 


following roles: We are now able to offer an exciting opportunity for a Development 


Worker to help us to establish a Disability Arts Forum in Wales and to 
Senior Financial Analyst, TfL Finance encourage the growth of disability arts by disabled people. 
c£38,600 Ref: TfL 9/DN We work very closely as a team, but the Development Worker will also 
need to be self-motivated and able to work under their own initiative. 
The post holder will be based at our Cardiff office and will be expected 
to travel throughout Wales. 


This is a senior role in a small professional team within the Finance 
and Business Performance department, responsible for the control 
and monitoring of financial and operational performance within TIL. 
You will ensure that Board members are provided with a detailed Applicants should have good communication and organisational skills 
analysis of TfL and its subsidiaries, keeping them informed of vital and experience of arts development work. 

variances and trends. You will also undertake expert analysis of 
budget and planning submissions, review ongoing projects to 
ensure expenditure targets are met and develop key areas of 
specialist knowledge within TfL and its subsidiaries. 


We welcome applications from Welsh speaking people and people 
from ethnic minority backgrounds, both of whom are under 
represented in the organisation. 


Self-motivated and a good team player, used to working to tight We are inviting applications from disabled people only. 


deadlines, you will be a qualified accountant with at least five years’ Information is also available in large print, audio tape or Braille. 
post-qualification experience in financial reporting and analysis. 
A high degree of computer literacy and knowledge of business 


Contact Arts Disability Wales, Chapter Arts Centre, Market Road, Canton, 
Cardiff CF5 1QE. Tel: 029 20 377885, fax: 029 20 3952II1, M’com: 029 20 251800, 
e-mail: arts.disability@enablis.co.uk 


Support Accountants Closing date for applications: 27 October 2000. 
c£24,500 Ref: TfL 8/DN 


Assisting our Management Accountant, you will be involved in 
planning and developing business plans and budgets, operating and 
capital expenditure. You will help to produce business unit budgets to 
meet targets, identify the Directorate’s investment requirements and 
support the business case development of the resulting investment 
plans. Providing a complete financial and management accounting 
service to divisional managers, you will review and analyse the 
financial performance of TfL to identify causes of variance and 
recommend appropriate action. 


software is essential. 


DIAL Worcester 


Disablement Information Advice Line 
Full-time Welfare Benefits Adviser 
Salary scale SO1 pt 29-31 £19,102 - £20,363 : 


To assist people with disabilities and their carers. Casework 
up to disability benefits appeal tribunals. 


Closing date: 10 October 2000. 


For application form and job description please send 
an SAE to 54 Friary Walk, Crown Gate Centre, Worcester 
WR1 3LE, tel: 01905 27790. 


DIAL Worcester is an equal opportunities employer 
Post funded by the National Lottery Charities Board | 
(Registered Charity No 519898) | 


Ideally a part qualified accountant, you will need to possess a 
thorough knowledge of budgetary control and management 
accounting, along with good communication skills and an aptitude 
for teamwork. Influential and proactive, analytical and numerate, 
you will have the ability to plan and prioritise within an 
environment of change. 


You will also be computer literate, with experience of spreadsheets 
and mainframe accountancy packages. 


Assistant Capital Finance and 
Control Manager 
c£20,000 Ref: TfL13/DN 


Part of a team responsible for internal and external credit control 
and accounts functions, you will ensure that credit commitments 
are met, debts are collected promptly and the financial management 
of the subcontracted PASS service runs smoothly. Another key 
function of the team is to design and install appropriate ledgers and 
supporting processes, replacing systems previously provided by 
subcontractors working for TfL Group Treasury. You may also be 
required occasionally to provide cover for the cash management 
and investment functions. Additionally, you will deputise for the 
team manager and participate actively in the implementation of the 
local government finance regime in TfL. 


Information Assistant 


Grade 4 spinal scales 18-21 ny A 
£13,299 to £14,823 6104 peo 


Based in Derby, BCODP is now looking to appoint an Informatior 
Assistant to work in it’s busy Information Office. You will assist the 
Information Officer in organising and providing clear, accessible 
and up to date information to it’s member groups and the genera 
public. You will have: 


Some management experience is vital, as is an aptitude for 
teamwork and a good level of IT literacy. You will need a sound 
commercial approach and a knowledge of local government finance 


to underpin your success. ; sd : . 
e Experience of working in a busy office environment 


e Practical knowledge of Microsoft Office 97 
e Good organisational and communication skills 
e An interest in databases and desktop publishing 


Tf you wish to apply for these positions, please send your CV and a 
covering letter, quoting the correct reference to: Lyn Francomb, 

Human Resources TfL, 15th Floor, Windsor House, 42-50 Victoria 
Street, London SW1H OTL, or e-mail LindaFrancomb@tfl.gov.uk 


The closing date for receipt of applications is: 18th October 2000. ; 
Ppeerere Is this you? 


— Working towards equality This post is open to all Disabled people and is on a three-year, fixed: 


term contract, and is funded by the National Lottery Charities Board 


Interested? Then contact Danny Start or Lindsay Armstrong for an 
application pack, stating preferred format(s), at: 


Closing date: Monday 16 October 2000 _ BCODP 

Blagdon Farm Country Holidays Litchurch Plaza 

repetition a Lone es ies pater ene oe oe oe hotels gibt ae! Litchurch Lane 
with hand controls, adapted within 38 PPR SiS St Sar Enjoy the feed ieaeee foetieia Z g Derb y DE24 8AA 


vans and plenty to see and do. 
Contact: David Player 
Tel: 00 351 289 393636 


on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. 
Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


preg pte the ge cece aa atone oa 
; wi isable Z 
facilities, around the loch. fax: 01332 295580 


E-mail: reservations @freedomglen.co.uk ini : 
Tel: 01855 8215821, Fax: 01855 821463 muMeom: 01332 295581 


www.freedomglen.co.uk e-mail: beodp@bcodp. org.uk 


Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 
www.player.pt 
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¢ Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


Classified 45 


Paid Work Experience 


Extend 
Providing BBC work placements for talented disabled people 


Extend is an annual scheme, which offers disabled people an opportunity to 
gain twelve weeks paid work experience in a wide variety of business units 
across the BBC. Extend has 2 strands; the first offers placements in our 
business units which support programme making areas such as human 
resources, finance, facilities management and technology; the second provides 
placements in programme making areas. 


We are looking for a highly motivated person to help us develop a new 
website for Norfolk. The site will have a section targeted at disabled people. 
We are considering a wide range of information features including Online 
lifestyle articles and discussion. 


Experience or interest in journalism, computer use and the Internet are 
important. Knowledge of Norfolk is an advantage and an awareness of and 
keen interest in disability issues is vital. Training in the relevant disciplines is 
part of the placement. As well as matching the criteria for the individual 
placement, you will need to demonstrate an interest in broadcasting and an 
aptitude for team work. 


Please note only people with disabilities will be considered for this placement. 


Details are available on audio cassette if required. - 


If you're interested please contact Jackie Meadows or Tim Bishop at 
BBC East on 01603 619331. 


For an application form, contact BBC Recruitment Services by 
October | 2th (quote ref. 46853/DI and give your 


name and address) Tel: 020 8740 0005. Textphone: at ABoy 
020 8225 9878. Postcard: PO Box 7000, S OS 
London W12 8GJ. E-mail: recserv@bbc.co.uk o VA) > 
Online: www.bbc.co.uk/jobs/e46853.shtml oA <i 
Closes: October 16th. /SAB\™ 


'BIBIC 


Working for equality of opportunity 


Breakthrough UK Ltd is an exciting 
and successful company delivering 
training and employment support 
to disabled people and employers 
following the social model of disability, 
and principles of Independent Living. 


We need a 


Senior Training Officer 
Salary: £19,000 (35 hours per week) 


to manage our training programmes on a variety of sites as well as deliver 
some training. You will need formal teaching or training, and internal verification 
qualifications as well as experience in managing a team. 


We are an equal opportunities employer. Suitably qualified disabled people will be 
interviewed first for this post. 


For information please send an A4 SAE (57p) to: 
Yvonne Pridding-Bell 
Breakthrough UK Ltd 


Voice/text: 0161 273 5412 
Fax: 0161 274 4053 


BEVC, E-mail: admin@breakthrough-uk.co.uk 
Aked Close, 

Ardwick 

Manchester M12 4AN Other formats on request. 


Closing date: 23 October 2000 Interview date: 1 November 2000 


Sutton Centre for Independent Living and Learning 


Employment Co-ordinator 
Full-time, fixed-term for 3 years £20,460 inc. OLW 
Closing: 5pm 13 October 2000 Interviews: 24 October 2000 


To work with people with physical/sensory impairments, delivering a programme 
of work related training. 


Administrative Assistant 
25 hours pw, fixed-term for 3 years 
Closing: 5pm 13 October 


£14,658 inc. OLW pro rata 
Interviews: 26 October 2000 


Contact: Johanne Gosling 
Tel: 020 8770 4058 


O 


RU Moy, < ; 
ses 3 Robin Hood Lane, sarionnt 
“dae Sutton, Surrey SM1 2SW Posts funded by “stums"* 


Want your advert to reach more people? 
Why not put your advert on DN’s website? 


To add yours, contact Richard Gresham, 
tel: 020 7619 7336, fax: 020 7619 7331. 


Be part of our exciting new plans 
for transport in the capital 


wishes to recruit a 


KN 


avr 
yy 


Disabled People only need apply 


FORUM MANAGER 


4.5 days (31 hours), Salary £22,151 to £24,103 
(NJC Scale PO3 £24,612 to £26,781 pro rata) 


The challenge is set: to radically improve and develop London’s 
transport system and services. The Mayor himself has made it a 
primary objective for his administration and Transport for London 
is the body that will mastermind and drive the new strategy. 


In the following roles, you'll work in a team supporting the Board, 
so you'll be closely involved in our work at the highest levels. These 
are exciting times - so join us. 


New or nearly qualified ICSA 
(Ref: TfL10DN2) 
c £22,000 


You'll provide wide-ranging support to our Assistant Company 
Secretary in servicing the Board and committees. Tasks will include 
arranging and minuting meetings and maintaining statutory 
registers of subsidiary companies. There'll also be frequent contact 
with Board members on the many legal and administrative aspects 
of running the organisation. 


To join us you should be a newly or nearly qualified ICSA Member, 
with strong technical skills and the ability to organise, administer and 
complete assignments to strict deadlines. Your IT skills should 
include Word, Excel and Internet - and you should be a confident 
communicator, who can bring tact and discretion to the role. 


Secretary 
(Ref: TfL1O0DN) 
c £20,000 


Are you a talented secretary, with a lively personality and at least 
two years’ experience? Then this is for you! We need you to provide 
efficient all-round office support to the Company Secretariat, 
undertaking tasks that include diary management, word-processing 
and production of reports. There'll also be various administrative 
systems to set up, as well as telephone enquiries to field. 


Along with your secretarial experience, you'll need to be fully 
familiar with Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and Internet 
packages. Plus you should have an eye for detail, fast shorthand/ 
audio skills and the confidence needed to deal with Board members 
and the Public in a friendly, professional way. 


If you'd like to know more about our plans and what they could 
mean for you, apply now - by sending your CV together with a 
covering letter and quoting the appropriate reference number to: 
Martin Knights, Human Resources Manager, 15th Floor, 
Windsor House, 42-50 Victoria Street, London SW1H OTL or 
email: MartinKnights@tfl.gov.uk. 


Closing date for applications is 18th October 2000. 


| Working towards equality 


North West Disability Arts Forum 


DN is on the web. Visit our site at 

http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
or you can e-mail us with ideas on 

editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Closing Date for Application: 17th November 2000 


North West Disability Arts Forum is a thriving, well established Disabled People’s Arts 
organisation based in the heart of Liverpool. We have an excellent track record of 
developing arts projects and training courses both regionally and nationally. We are 
looking to recruit a Forum Manager to lead a dynamic staff team and to continue to build 
on the organisation’s successes. 

Weare looking for a highly motivated individual with the flair and imagination to carry the 
organisation forward into the twenty first century. Someone with experience in 
Disability, the arts, staff management, strategic planning and finance. 

For an Information Pack, please contact Hilary Pengelly 

Telephone (0151) 707 1733, Textphone (0151 707 1733 

Fax (0151) 708 9355, E-mail hilary@nwdaf.mersinet.co.uk 


NWDAF is funded by North West Arts Board and Liverpool City Council 


North West Disability Arts Forum 


e Services 


Payday Services Limited 


Payday Services provides payroll services for 
voluntary and non-profit making organisations, 
home carers, charities (no VAT) and SMEs. 


We do everything necessary for you to pay 


your employees correctly. 
Fees from £98pa (incl VAT) 


The Studio, Benefield Road, Brigstock NN14 3ES 
Tel: 01536 373111 Fax: 01536 373123 


2OoOO 


Classified deadlines for 
the November issue: 
Booking deadline is 

13 October 
Copy deadline is 
17 October 


EFFECTIVE NUTRITION 


98% absorbable Collodal minerals. 
“Nature’s miracle” Maximol. 
Free tape and personal testimonial. 


Ring 01709 839282 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 
check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


— a, ee 
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e Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


/ 


Travel Information Advisors 


“Where can | see the lions?” 


Social Workers 


Occupational 
Therapists 


Welcome 
to 
Wiltshire 


“Well you could try Regents Park, so change at Piccadilly for the 


Bakerloo Line and it’s just two stops on.” 


Residential Staff 


ae 
~ Home Carers 
>. 


As a Travel Advisor on the London Underground, you get all kinds 
of requests from all kinds of people, from 60 year-olds wanting to 


visit an Art gallery to 6 year-olds wanting to go to the Zoo. 
Providing the A-Z of travel information is the challenge facing our 


polite, proactive team of Travel Information Advisors. 


/ 


Our Travel Information Call Centre handles a staggering 12,000 
calls a day, (and right through the night) to customers travelling in 
and around London. Those customers are looking for helpful, 
accurate information, delivered quickly and efficiently, and that’s 


Admin Staff 


why we're looking for you. 


With your extensive knowledge of London and its tourist attractions 
plus. your ability to retrieve information from databases, timetables 
and maps, you'll be the answer to all our customers’ enquiries. 
You'll need to be good on the telephone, confident, and friendly 
and enjoy dealing with customers. What's more, you'll be unfazed 

by pressure and, ideally, fluent in a second European Language. 


Wiltshire Social Services genuinely cares about the people who live in Wiltshire and about the staff who 
provide direct and support services 

We have a wide variety of roles to suit your own particular interests - you'll enjoy a truly rewarding 
career amongst friendly and supportive staff within an organisation which will do all it can to enhance 
your personal and professional development. 


Joining the team, you'll work a 35-hour week with shifts that 
include some weekend work. But, if you're prepared to be flexible, 


you can look forward to an attractive salary which includes unsocial 
To find out more about what we have to offer, please contact Sue Steel, tel: 01225 713911, 


fax: 01225 713983 (or minicom 01225 713936 - please leave your minicom number for 
a response) or email: suesteel@wiltshire. gov.uk 


hours payments and a great many questions. 


You know the answers, we need you to reply. So apply now by sending 

a CV and covering letter to: Cecile Shobbrook, Human Resources, 

15th floor, Windsor House, 42-50 Victoria Street, London SW1H OTL 
or email: CecileShobbrook@tfl.gov.uk. Please give brief details of your 

career history, which will ideally include 3 months’ previous telephone 


Remember teo that we're located in one of te mast attractive and safest areas of the country. 


experience, and quote reference TFL26/E. Closing date for 
applications is 20th October 2000. 


Working towards equality 


European Disability Forum 


(= 


The European Disability Forum (EDF) is a human rights based 
non-governmental umbrella organisation representing disabled 
people’s organisations at EU level. 


Information & Campaign Officer 


The Brussels based secretariat seeks a dynamic Information & 
Campaign Officer to manage communication strategy, to increase 
our profile in the media and produce EDF publications etc. 


Gross starting salary: €2730 /month. Relocation support given. 
Closing date: 20/10/2000. 


For application pack contact: 

EDF Recruitment, European Disability Forum, 32 Square Ambiorix, 
Box 2A, B-1000 Brussels, Belgium. 

Tel: +32 2 282 46 06, 

Fax: +32 2 282 46 09 

E-mail: info@edf-feph.org 

website: www.edf-feph.org 


The EDF is an equal opportunities employer and believes 
that its objectives will be best achieved if a significant 
proportion of its staff at all levels are disabled people. 


o TRUSTEE 


Family Fund 
Cuiseae The Family Fund Trust is a government-funded charity 
ish severely disabled children PCOVIdiNg grants and information to families caring for 
severely disabled children throughout the UK. 


In 1999 we helped over 45,000 families with grants totalling £22 million. The Trustees 
want to appoint a successor to one of our current Trustees who has retired. 


Do you have experience in one or several of the following areas: 
© caring for a disabled child; 
© business and financial experience; 
© knowledge of social policy, local authority and health services, voluntary 
organisations. 


if you are looking for: 
© personal career development and a new learning opportunity; 
© a sense of achievement, satisfaction and fulfilment; 
© responsibility; 
© the chance to specialise in an area in which you have particular competence 
and interest. 


If you are able to: 
© attend Trustees meetings normally held four times a year in York; 
© occasionally represent the Trust at external events: 
© use your particular skills to assist the work of the Trust. 


Please write for an information pack from Barbara Bough, Personnel Manager, 
PO Box 50, York YO1 92X, 01904 550008, or e-mail bmb@familyfundtrust.org.uk 


Closing date for applications is: Monday, 16 October 2000. 


The Family Fund Trust positively welcomes applications from members of ethnic 
minorities and people with disabilities who are currently under-represented on our 
Board of Trustees. 


WECIL 


@ £19,101-£20,364 
@ 35 hours per week 


@ 6% contributory 


pension personal assistants in the community 


@ 30 days annual 


‘ gent = 
For application pack Are you organised and self-motivated‘ 


please contact: If so, this could be the job for you! 


Wendy Tyler 
WECIL Ltd. 
Leinster Avenue 
Knowle 

Bristol BS4 1AR 
Tel: 0117 903 8902 


people. 


The Association, a Scottish charity, provides housing across Scotland for 
disabled people. We wish to appoint a disabled person as our 


TENANT PARTICIPATION OFFICER 
FIXED-TERM 2 YEARS £18,600 pa 


Following a comprehensive review of our approach to tenant 
participation we are seeking a Tenant Participation Officer, initially for 
two years. The post involves implementing and developing the tenant 
participation strategy as it relates to its tenants. F 


The position requires a highly motivated, enthusiastic Officer with a 
commitment to the provision of a high quality services to our tenants, 


The successful candidate will be an effective communicator, both 
orally and in writing who has the ability to work on their own initiative 
with minimum supervision and understands the needs of tenants 
groups. Experience of working in a housing association, or similar post 
with a knowledge of current housing issues is desirable, 


This is a demanding and challenging role and the successful candidate 
must be able to travel all over Scotland attending tenants meetings. 


Flexible working hours are worked with an average of 35 hours per week, 
MBHA is an equal opportunities employer. 
The post will be based in our Glasgow office at 646 Argyle Street. 


For application form and information pack, including benefits, contact 
MBHA, Human Resources Department, Craigievar House, 
77 Craigmount Brae, Edinburgh EH12 8YL, tel: 0131 317 7227. 


Closing date: 6 October 2000. 


Wiltshire“ 


COUNTY COUNCIL 


seeks a Disabled person for the post of 


Do you enjoy working with young people? 
leave Do you have good communication skills? 


Closing date: Friday 20 October 2000. 


West of England Centre 
for Inclusive Living 


Youth Inclusion Project Worker 


Exciting new youth project empowering young Disabled people to use 


This is a challenging post working in a supportive team of Disabled 


WECIL particularly encourages applications from under-represented 
Welle -e-litemuluieeuiis groups (eg Black Disabled people, Disabled Lesbians and Gay Men). 


EQUATA 


(Equality & Access Training in the Arts) 


seeks experienced 
Information Officer: Disability Arts. 
£16,000 pro rata, up to 30 hours pw. 


SAE to: EQUATA, 
c/o Exeter Phoenix, 
Bradninch Place, 
Gandy Street, Exeter EX4 3LS 


(EQUATA is an equal 
opportunities organisation) 


All adverts must comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice. 


Box Numbers cannot be used for the 
sale of documents or goods. 


Linage adverts can only be used 
by private individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be addressed to the 
Advertising Manager (see imprint on 
page 2). 

DN cannot except responsibility for 


loss or damage of adverts or letters 
during forwarding. 


gs... 
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7 yith the summer holidays 
finishing fast, many of us 
are already thinking of our next 
break. 

Well, if you’re considering 
skiing, you must visit the Great 
Northern Winter Sports Show 
2000 with Crystal Holidays, 
20-22 October, Manchester 
G-MEX, organised by the World 
Ski & Snowboard Association. 

The show covers all things 
for skiing and snowboarding, 
whether you’re a novice or 


‘ollowing 
| PUR from 
the Books page (page 36) we 
have six copies of Roddy 
Doyle’s A Star Called Henry. 
On four cassettes, they are 
worth £12.99 each. 

Roddy Doyle, 1993 Booker 
Prize winner for Paddy Clarke 
Ha Ha Ha, is well-known for 
his gritty stories. He’s also 
written the big sellers The 
Commitments, The Snapper, 
The Van and The Woman Who 
Walked Into Doors. 

A Star Called Henry is the 
first volume of a trilogy called 


professional. DN has S pairs of 
adult tickets, worth £16 a pair, 
to give away. 

Not sure about equipment? 
Speak to the hundreds of 
manufacturers. Not sure how 
to look the part on the slopes? 
Try on the latest gear. Need 
inspiration? Watch extreme 
sports videos in the Light 
‘Theatre: 

If you want to try out skiing 
or snowboarding to see if you 
like it, have a go on the dry ski 


A Star Called Henry 


RODDY 
DOYLE 


Read by the author 


slopes. You could even try out a 
rotating climbing wall or 
virtual reality paragliding 
(please check for suitability). 
The show officially opens at 
3pm on the 20th, but disabled 
visitors are invited to arrive at 
2pm to avoid the rush, when 
you can get half price tickets. 
During that hour, why not 
enter a competition to win an 
all-inclusive 10-day holiday for 
two (one disabled person and 
an able bodied friend), 
including disabled ski 


instructing, to Winterpark and 
Steamboat, Colorado? 


Booker winner books 


The Last Roundup about 
Ireland’s modern history. It is 
an historical novel of Irish 
republicanism based around 
the life of Henry Smart. Born 
in the slums of Dublin in 
1901, he joined the Irish 
Citizen Army in 1916, and 
grew up to become a 
republican legend and a killer. 

Unlucky entrants can get a 
full list of Random House 
audio books by writing to 
Random House Audiobooks, 
Random House Publishing 
Group Ltd, Freepost, London 
SW1V 3BR. 


Getting more freedom with Freerider 


(Pa ge to Anne 
Dickerson (left) of 
Wembley, Middlesex, who won 
the Freerider scooter 
competition in DN April. 

Presenting her with the keys 
to the £2,195 scooter is George 
Lambert, retail manager of 
Mobility World. 


DN would like to thank Balls Brothers Wine Merchants for supplying a magnum of champagne for 
our Independent Living Show Wembley give-away. For their wine list and Christmas gift brochure, 
tel: 020 7739 1642, e-mail: wine@ballsbrothers.co.uk 


Up for grabs 47 


A winter wonderland 


All visitors get a free book of 
special offers to use in the 
Trafford Centre, Manchester. 

For a chance to win a pair of 
the DN tickets, let us know who 


the show organisers are on the 
entry form below. There will be 
disabled parking and access. 
For details, tel: 0114 221 1675, 
e-mail: info@wintershow.co.uk 


Oe aaa Tick the competition circles that you want to 
enter below, add your details, and send FOR 
FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, 

London N7 9BR. 
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© Roddy Doyle 
() Ski Show — the show organisers are: 


e Normal Terms & Conditions apply — see previous 
1c issues or call for details 
Se Ee Closing date for Ski Show: 13.10.2000 
¢ Closing date for Roddy Doyle: 31.10.2000 ¢ This is a joint partnership 
with the World Ski & Snowboard Association and M Partnership, and 
Random House Publishing Group Ltd and we may use your name and 
address for further marketing purposes. Please tick the box if you do not wish 
your name and address to be included (J 
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All the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 28 October. 
PARALYMPICS REVIEW 


See the opening pictures straight from Sydney. 


PARTY CONFERENCES 


Tory and Labour: what’s on offer for disabled people and their families? 


MOTOR SHOW 


Doug Campbell sizes up the new shapes and their performance. 


KID-E-QUIP 


DN finds what’s new and useful at the Bolton Show. 


MAIL ORDER CHRISTMAS GOODIES 


Anne Davies selects succulent puds, desserts and biscuits in good time. 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
Please reserve me a regular copy of 
Disability Now until further notice 


Please deliver a copy of Disability Now 
to my home address 


ie laketerelelsie oc eh A che ee ee ee 


SIG AU hearer eer reer 2k en Ms... RE EL aad 


To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is 
published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London 

N7 9PW. 

It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart 
Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 

Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. H 
DisabilityNow October 2000 
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£1.80 October 2000 — 
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Can you forg 


Parents and carers who kill |% 


Jobs 
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